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ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES 
 

 

January 1, 2019 

 

 

To the Governor and Members of the General Assembly: 

 

Enclosed please find a copy of the Office of the Inspector Generalôs January 2019 Annual Report to the 

Governor and General Assembly. The incidence of child maltreatment is deeply influenced by poverty, 

violence, mental health and substance use.  System-wide collaboration and data-sharing across multiple 

service sectorsðchild welfare, juvenile justice, early childhood, education, public health, and behavioral and 

mental health fieldsðare essential to improving child and family safety and well-being on a broad scale.  The 

societal consequences make it imperative for the child welfare field to continue building on its knowledge, 

through collaboration and communication, which will go a long way toward improving outcomes for children 

and youth. Effective collaboration between child welfare agencies and community providers can lead to 

organizational and systems benefits as well as better family outcomes.  It is my hope that the case 

investigations, projects, and trainings summarized in this report are useful toward that end.   

 

The Department and its employees, as well as its private agency partners, are responsible for serving some of 

the Stateôs most vulnerable citizens: families and children in crisis. Department employees, and its agency 

partners, are accountable to those families and all citizens of the State. Illinois relies on this office to critically 

examine and respond to the legitimate concerns of the people of Illinois regarding the treatment of children 

and families.   

 

We have been tasked with examining child deaths, serious injuries, misconduct, poor performance and 

violations of policy and laws.  We take this obligation, along with our other mandates to make 

recommendations to advance the Illinois child welfare system very seriously. 

 

The report notes areas where more must be done to ensure that children are safe and well, and the system 

serving them is performing efficiently and effectively, including ongoing issues with youth that are beyond 

medical necessity in hospital settings, intact family services, and building a system of care that meets the needs 

of our youth. 

 

To prevent and tackle child abuse and neglect, we need to support and nurture relationships. The most 

important relationship is between the child and their parents. Other relationships like those between 

practitioners and parents, and between local services, are also key. 

 

Caseworkers who remain committed, engaged, and perform competently, and think creatively assure me that 

we can improve the lives of Illinoisô children. 

 

It is an honor to serve as your Inspector General, and this office remains committed to promoting excellence in 

the child welfare community by establishing and encouraging adherence to quality standards, providing 

professional development opportunities, and providing DCFS with recommendations and suggestions for 

effective tools to combat waste, fraud and abuse and succeed in its duties as the Illinois Child Welfare Agency. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Meryl Paniak, MSW, J.D. 

Acting Inspector General  
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INTRODUCTION 

INTRODUCTION  

 
The Office of the Inspector General of the 

Department of Children and Family Services was 

created by unanimous vote of the Illinois General 

Assembly in June 1993 to reform and strengthen 

the child welfare system. The mandate of the 

Office of the Inspector General is to investigate 

misconduct, misfeasance, malfeasance, and 

violations of rules, procedures, or laws by 

Department of Children and Family Services 

(DCFS) employees, foster parents, service 

providers and contractors with the Department.  

See 20 ILCS 505/35.5 ï 35.7.  To that end, this 

Office conducts investigations and makes 

recommendations to protect children, uncover 

wrongdoing, improve practice, and increase 

professionalism within the Department.  

 

INVESTIGATION CATEGORIES  

 

Death and Serious Injury Investigations 

 

The Office of the Inspector General investigates 

deaths and serious injuries of Illinois children 

whose families were involved in the child welfare 

system within the preceding 12 months.  The 

Inspector General is an ex officio member of the 

Child Death Review Team Executive Council.  

The Inspector General receives notification from 

the Illinois State Central Register (SCR) of all 

child deaths and serious physical injuries where 

the child was a youth in care, the family is the 

subject of an open investigation or service case, 

or the family was the subject of a previous 

investigation or closed case within the preceding 

12 months.  The notification of a child death or 

serious injury generates a review in which the 

Critical Event Report and other reports are 

reviewed and computer databases are searched.  

When further investigation is warranted, records 

are impounded, subpoenaed or requested and a 

review is completed.  When necessary, a full 

investigation, including interviews, is conducted.  

The Inspector Generalôs Office created and 

maintains a database of child death statistics and 

critical information related to child deaths in 

Illinois.   The following chart summarizes the 

death cases reviewed in FY 2018: 

 

FY 18 CHILD DEATH CASES REVIEWED   

 

CHILD DEATHS IN FY 18 MEETING 

THE CRITERIA FOR REV IEW  

98 

INVESTIGATORY REVIEW S OF 

RECORDS 

94 

FULL INVESTIGATIONS  4 

  

 

Summaries of death investigations, with a full 

investigative report submitted to the Director, are 

included in the Investigations Section of this 

Report on page 7.  A summary of all child deaths 

reviewed by the Office of the Inspector General 

in FY 18 can be found on page 22 of this Report.   

 

General Investigations 

 

The Office of the Inspector General responds to 

and investigates complaints filed by the state and 

local judiciary, Department and Private Agency 

employees, foster parents, biological parents and 

the general public.  Investigations yield both 

case-specific recommendations, including 

disciplinary recommendations, and 

recommendations for systemic changes within 

the child welfare system. The Inspector Generalôs 

Office monitors compliance with all 

recommendations.  

 

Child Welfare Employee Licensure Investigations 

 

In 2000, the General Assembly mandated that the 

Department of Children and Family Services 

institute a system for licensing direct service 

child welfare employees.  The Child Welfare 

Employee License (CWEL) permits centralized 

monitoring of all persons providing direct child 

welfare services, whether they are employed with 

the Department or a private agency.  The 
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employee licensing system seeks to maintain 

accountability, integrity and honesty of those 

entrusted with the care of vulnerable children and 

families.    

 

A child welfare employee license is required for 

both Department and private agency 

investigative, child welfare and licensing workers 

and supervisors.  The Department, through the 

Office of Employee Licensure, administers and 

issues Child Welfare Employee Licenses.  

 

A committee composed of representatives of the 

Office of the Inspector General, the Child 

Welfare Employee Licensure Board and the 

Departmentôs Office of Employee Licensure 

screens referrals for CWEL Investigations.  The 

committee reviews complaints to determine 

whether the allegations meet one or more grounds 

for licensure action as defined in Department 

Rule 412.50 (89 Ill. Adm. Code 412.50). The 

Inspector General investigates and prosecutes 

CWEL complaints and hearings.   

 

When a CWEL Investigation is completed, the 

Office of the Inspector General, as the 

Departmentôs representative, determines whether 

the findings of the investigation support possible 

licensure action. Allegations that could support 

licensure action include conviction for specified 

criminal acts, indicated findings of child abuse or 

neglect, or egregious acts that demonstrate 

incompetence or a pattern of deviation from a 

minimum standard of child welfare practice.  

Department Rule 412.50 (89 Ill. Adm. Code 

412.50) specifies the grounds for licensure action.  

When licensure action is appropriate, the licensee 

is provided an opportunity for a hearing.  An 

Administrative Law Judge presides over the 

hearing and reports findings and 

recommendations to the Child Welfare Employee 

Licensure Board. The CWEL Board makes the 

final decision regarding licensure action.  

 

In FY 2018, 27 cases were referred to the 

Inspector General for Child Welfare Employee 

License investigations. In addition, the Inspector 

Generalôs Office provided research and technical 

assistance to the Office of Employee Licensure in 

23 evaluations of CWEL applicants. Detailed 

information regarding the CWEL licensure 

actions can be found on page 159 of this Report.  

 

FY2018 CWEL INVESTIGATION DISPOSITIONS 

 

NEW CWEL  INVESTIGATIONS  27 

CLOSED/NO CHARGES 6 

MONITORING  5 

PENDING INVESTIGATIONS 7 

CHARGES ISSUED 9 

LICENSE REVOCATION 1 

LICENSE RELINQUISHED                     1 

LICENSE SUSPENSION 1 

PENDING ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING 1 

PENDNG ALJ RECOMMENDATION 3 

PENDING CWEL BOARD ACTION  2 

 

Resolution of Prior Investigations 

 

LICENSURE ACTION FOR  EXISTING 

INVESTIGATIONS  

13 

REVOKED 5 

CHARGE REJECTED BY CWEL BOARD 1 

PENDING ALJ RECOMMENDATION 4 

PENDING CWEL BOARD ACTION  3 

 

Criminal Background Investigations and Law 

Enforcement Liaison 

 

The Inspector Generalôs Office provides 

technical assistance to the Department and 

private agencies in performing and assessing 

criminal history checks. In FY 18, the Inspector 

Generalôs Office opened 3,359 cases requesting 

criminal background information from the Law 

Enforcement Agencies Data System (LEADS). 

Each case may involve multiple law enforcement 

database searches and may involve requests on 

multiple persons.  For the 3,359 cases opened in 

FY 18, the Inspector Generalôs Office conducted 

9,898 searches for criminal background 

information.  

 

In addition, in the course of an investigation, if 

evidence indicates that a criminal act may have 

been committed, the Inspector General may 

notify the Illinois State Police. The Office of the 
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Inspector General may investigate the alleged act 

for administrative action only.   

 

The Office of the Inspector General assists law 

enforcement agencies with gathering necessary 

documents.  If law enforcement elects to pursue a 

criminal investigation and requests that the 

administrative investigation be put on hold, the 

Office of the Inspector General will retain the 

case on monitor status.  If law enforcement 

declines to prosecute, the Inspector General will 

determine whether further investigation or 

administrative action is appropriate.  

 

Referrals from the Office of the Executive 

Inspector General for the Agencies of the Illinois 

Governor 

 

In FY 18, the Office of the Inspector General 

received 110 referrals for investigation from the 

Office of the Executive Inspector General for the 

Agencies of the Illinois Governor. After initial 

review, a referral may be closed, opened for 

further investigation, or transferred for further 

review by Department management, Office of 

Affirmative Action, Labor Relations, or the 

Advocacy Office.  

 

INVESTIGATIVE PROCESS 

 

The Office of the Inspector Generalôs 

investigative process begins with a Request for 

Investigation, notification by the State Central 

Register of a childôs death or serious injury, or a 

referral for a Child Welfare Employee License 

investigation.  Investigations may also be 

initiated when the Inspector General learns of a 

pending criminal or child abuse investigation 

against a child welfare employee.   

 

In FY 2018, the Office of the Inspector General 

received 3,777 Requests for Investigation or 

technical assistance.1  Requests for Investigation 

and notices of deaths or serious injuries are 

screened to determine whether the facts suggest 

possible misconduct by a foster parent, 

                                                      
1This includes requests for investigation, notice of 

child deaths and serious injuries, notification of arrests 

or pending abuse investigations, and requests for 

technical assistance and information.  

Department employee, or private agency 

employee, or whether it suggests a need for 

systemic change.  If an allegation is accepted for 

investigation, the Inspector Generalôs Office will 

review records and interview relevant witnesses.  

The Inspector General reports to the Director of 

the Department and to the Governor with 

recommendations for discipline, systemic 

change, or sanctions against private agencies.  

The Office of the Inspector General monitors the 

implementation of accepted recommendations.   

 

The Office of the Inspector General may work 

directly with a private agency and its board of 

directors to ensure implementation when 

recommendations pertain to a private agency.  In 

rare circumstances, when the allegations are 

serious enough to present a risk to children, the 

Inspector General may request that an agencyôs 

intake for new cases be put on temporary hold, or 

that an employee be placed on desk duty pending 

the outcome of the investigation. 

 

The Office of the Inspector General is mandated 

by statute to be separate from the operations of 

the Department.  Inspector General files are not 

accessible to the Department.  The investigations, 

investigative reports and recommendations are 

prepared without editorial input from either the 

Department or any private agency.  Once a Report 

is completed, the Inspector General will consider 

comments received and the Report may be 

revised accordingly. 

 

If a complaint is not appropriate for full 

investigation by the Office of the Inspector 

General, the Inspector General may refer the 

complaint to law enforcement (if criminal acts 

appear to have been committed), to the 

Departmentôs Advocacy Office for Children and 

Families, or to other state regulatory agencies, 

such as the Department of Financial and 

Professional Regulation.   
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Administrative Rules 

 

Rules of the Office of the Inspector General are 

published in the Illinois Register at 89 Ill. Admin. 

Code 430.  The Rules govern intake and 

investigations of complaints from the general 

public, child deaths or serious injuries and 

allegations of misconduct. Rules pertaining to 

employee licensure action are found at 89 Ill. 

Admin. Code 412. 

 

Confidentiality 

 

A complainant to the Office of the Inspector 

General, or anyone providing information, may 

request that their identity be kept confidential. To 

protect the confidentiality of the complainant, the 

Inspector General will attempt to procure 

evidence through other means, whenever 

possible.  At the same time, an accused employee 

needs to have sufficient information to enable 

that employee to present a defense.  The Inspector 

General and the Department are mandated to 

ensure that no one will be retaliated against for 

making a good faith complaint or providing 

information in good faith to the Inspector 

General. 

 

Reports issued by the Office of the Inspector 

General contain information that is confidential 

pursuant to both state and federal laws.   As such, 

Inspector General Reports are not subject to the 

Freedom of Information Act.  Annually, the 

Office of the Inspector General prepares several 

reports deleting confidential information for use 

as teaching tools for private agency and 

Department employees.   

 

Impounding 

 

The Office of the Inspector General is charged 

with investigating misconduct ñin a manner 

designed to ensure the preservation of evidence 

for possible use in a criminal prosecution.ò 20 

ILCS 505/35.5(b).  In order to conduct thorough 

investigations, while at the same time ensuring 

the integrity of records, investigators may 

impound files.  Impounding involves the 

immediate securing and retrieval of original 

records.   When files are impounded, a receipt for 

impounded files is left with the office or agency 

from which the files are retrieved.  Critical 

information necessary for ongoing service 

provision may be copied during the impound in 

the presence of the Inspector General 

investigator. Impounded files are returned as 

soon as practicable.  However, in death 

investigations, the Office of the Inspector 

General forwards original files to the 

Departmentôs Office of Legal Services to ensure 

that the Department maintains a central file. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Inspector General Reports are submitted to the 

Director of DCFS.  Specific reports are also 

shared with the Governor.  An Inspector General 

Report contains a summary of the complaint, a 

historical perspective on the case, including a 

case history, and detailed information about prior 

DCFS or private agency contact(s) with the 

family.  Reports also include an analysis of the 

findings, along with recommendations.  

 

The Office of the Inspector General uses some 

reports as training tools to provide a venue for 

ethical discussion on individual and systemic 

problems in child welfare practice. The reports 

are redacted to ensure confidentiality and then 

distributed to the Department or private agencies 

as a resource for child welfare professionals.  

Redacted reports are available on the Office of 

the Inspector General website, or by request from 

the Office of the Inspector General by calling 

(312) 433-3000. 

 

Recommendations 

 

The Inspector General may recommend systemic 

reform or case specific interventions in the 

investigative reports. Systemic recommendations 

are designed to strengthen the child welfare 

system to better serve children and families.  

 

Ideally, discipline should have an accountability 

component as well as a constructive or didactic 

one.  It should educate an employee on matters 

related to his/her misconduct while also 

functioning to hold employees responsible for 

their conduct.    Without the accountability 

component, there is little to deter misconduct.  

Without the didactic component, an employee 
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may conclude that s/he has simply violated an 

arbitrary rule with no rationale behind it.  

 

The Inspector General presents recommendations 

for discipline to the Director of the Department 

and, if applicable, to the director and board of the 

involved private agency. Recommendations for 

discipline are subject to due process 

requirements.  In addition, the Inspector General 

will determine whether the facts suggest a 

systemic problem or an isolated instance of 

misconduct or bad practice.  If the facts suggest a 

systemic problem, the Inspector Generalôs Office 

may investigate further to determine appropriate 

recommendations for systemic reform. 

 

When recommendations concern a private 

agency, appropriate sections of the report are 

submitted to the agency director and the board of 

directors of that agency.  The agency may submit 

a response.  In addition, the board and agency 

director are given an opportunity to meet with the 

Inspector General to discuss the report and 

recommendations. 

 

In this Annual Report, systemic reform 

recommendations are organized into a format that 

allows analysis of recommendations according to 

the function within the child welfare system that 

the recommendation is designed to strengthen.  

The Inspector Generalôs Office is a small office 

in relation to the child welfare system.  Rather 

than address problems in isolation, the Inspector 

Generalôs Office views its mandate as 

strengthening the ability of the Department and 

private agencies to perform their duties.  

 

The Office of the Inspector General monitors 

implementation of recommendations made to the 

Director of DCFS and private agencies.  

Monitoring may take several forms.  The Office 

of the Inspector General will monitor to ensure 

that Department or private agency staff 

implement the recommendations made.  The 

Inspector General may consult with the 

Department or private agency to assist in the 

implementation process.   The Inspector General 

may also develop accepted reform initiatives for 

future integration into the Department.   

 

ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES  

 

Office of the Inspector General Hotline 

 

Pursuant to statute, the Office of the Inspector 

General operates a statewide, toll-free telephone 

number for public access.  Foster parents, 

guardians ad litem, judges and others involved in 

the child welfare system have called the hotline 

to request assistance in addressing the following 

concerns: 

 

Á Complaints regarding DCFS 

caseworkers and/or supervisors ranging 

from breaches of confidentiality to 

failure of duty;  

Á Complaints about private agencies or 

contractors; 

Á Child Abuse Hotline information;  

Á Child support information;  

Á Foster parent board payments;  

Á Youth in College Fund payments;  

Á Problems accessing medical cards;   

Á Licensing questions;  

Á Ethics questions; and  

Á General questions about DCFS and the 

Office of the Inspector General. 

 

The Office of the Inspector Generalôs Hotline is 

an effective tool that enables the Inspector 

General to communicate with concerned persons, 

respond to the needs of Illinois children, and 

address day-to-day problems related to the 

delivery of child welfare services. The phone 

number for the Office of the Inspector General 

Hotline is (800) 722-9124. 

 

The following chart summarizes the Office of the 

Inspector Generalôs response to calls received in 

FY 18: 

 

CALLS TO THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 

HOTLINE IN FY 18 

 

INFORMATION AND REFE RRAL  649   

REFERRED TO SCR HOTLINE  68 

REQUEST FOR OIG INVE STIGATION  111 

TOTAL CALLS  828 
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INVESTIGATIONS  

This annual report covers the time period from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018. The Investigations section 

has three parts. Part I includes summaries of child death and serious injury investigations reported to the 

Department Director. Part II contains aggregate data and case summaries of child deaths in families who 

were involved with the Department in the preceding 12 months. Part III contains general investigation 

summaries conducted in response to complaints filed by the state and local judiciary, foster parents, 

biological parents and the general public. 

 

Investigation summaries contain sections detailing the allegation, investigation, Inspector General 

recommendations and the Department response. In the ñOIG Recommendation/Department Responseò 

section of each case, Inspector General recommendations are in bold and the Departmentôs responses to the 

recommendations follow.   

 

 

PART I:  DEATH AND SERIOUS INJURY INVESTIGATIONS  

DEATH AND SERIOUS INJURY INVESTIGATION 1  

 

A 17-month-old toddler was reported missing to police, prompting a massive search. 

Thirty hours later the toddler was discovered deceased, under a couch, inside her 

family home. There was an open intact family services case and a pending child protection investigation at the 

time of the childôs death. 

 

 

In September 2016, an intact family services case was opened for the mother of the 

deceased and her four children following two unfounded child protection 

investigations for inadequate supervision. Services identified at case opening for the mother included: Norman 

funds for beds and bedding, parenting classes, and assistance with addressing her ten-year-old sonôs possible 

hearing impairment.  Mother was reported to receive SSI for cognitive delays; her sister was reported to receive 

the money monthly as the ñoverseer of the account.ò Concerns were expressed about cognitive delays/learning 

disabilities and motherôs ability to ensure her childrenôs physical and mental health needs were adequately 

addressed. The intact family services case remained open at the time of the toddlerôs death in April 2017 due to 

continued hotline reports while the case was open. Between September 2016 and April 2017, there were 

numerous child protection investigations involving the mother and her children, as well as investigations 

involving other individuals reported to be living in the home.  Three of those investigations were initiated due 

to reported safety issues for the seven-year-old sibling with significant behavioral health concerns. 

 

The intact worker made regular announced and unannounced visits to the home, visiting at least once a week 

between September and December 2016; and biweekly in 2017 after a critical decision was made by the worker 

and supervisor to reduce the frequency of the required home visits. The worker successfully obtained Norman 

funds to purchase beds and bedding for the family. Concerns about the physical conditions of the home, 

particularly the soiled carpet, persisted throughout the life of the case and were well documented by the intact 

worker. Mother and the intact worker discussed having the carpet steam cleaned. While home cleanliness was 

often noted as an area of concern, it was not assessed during the intact case to have risen to a level of being a 

ALLEGATION  

INVESTIGATION  
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danger to the childrenôs health or safety. Neither the intact worker nor investigators observed the home to be in 

the ñdeplorableò condition described by law enforcement at the time of the childôs death.   

 

The home was noted to be frequented by individuals and other family members, some living in the home with 

their children on and off, during the course of service provision. The caseworker documented her concern that 

the mother was being taken advantage of by those individuals who refused to help with household bills or 

transportation, and that she was jeopardizing her Section 8 housing because she had unauthorized people living 

there. Multiple child protection investigations involving the family and others living in the home occurred 

between the time of the opening of the intact family services case and the childôs death. Many of these 

investigations were not linked together in the State Automated Child Welfare Information System (SACWIS) 

and did not include all household members living in the home.  

 

The mother did not complete parenting services, though she was referred twice. The mother initially started 

sessions with a parenting coach through the private agency servicing the case. The sessions were to occur 

weekly in the evening at the agency. Mother attended very few sessions and the service was discontinued due 

to transportation, babysitting and scheduling issues in January 2017. The caseworker then referred the mother 

for in home counseling through an outside provider to begin the month of the childôs death.  

 

The deceased toddlerôs seven-year-old sibling had a history of behavioral problems and attended an alternative 

school. Within the first two months of the intact family service case opening, the sibling was psychiatrically 

hospitalized for suicidal ideations and statements, and was hospitalized twice more during the intact family 

services case. His second hospitalization occurred after the child said he wanted to kill himself with a knife 

while he was on the school bus headed to school. Screening, Assessment and Support Services (SASS) came 

to the school and in the screening noted that the mother told school personnel that due to insurance issues the 

child had not had his psychotropic medication. SASS authorized hospitalization and had an ambulance waiting 

at school, but the father, who arrived later, refused hospitalization and took the child home. DCFS was contacted 

and a child protection investigation was opened for medical neglect. Mother was instructed to take the child to 

the hospital for an evaluation. The child was subsequently admitted. Mother and father reported to the 

investigator that the medical card had expired; that they had no transportation; and that their finances were too 

low to refill the prescription. The childôs third hospitalization occurred six days prior to his sisterôs death. The 

boy had been showing increasingly aggressive, impulsive, and hyperactive behavior at school and was 

threatening to stab himself. The child reported that his mother had not refilled his prescription for psychotropic 

medication, which led to changes in his behavior at school. There was no communication between the hospital 

and the intact worker, and the worker did not attend any discharge staffings.  

 

Despite knowing from the onset of the intact family services case that mother received SSI for a non-physical 

disability, no formal assessment was conducted to determine the extent of her limitations; how they impacted 

her ability to ensure her childrenôs safety; and to determine and recommend services that would meet her 

specific needs.  

 

The intact family services worker visited the home the day before the toddler was reported missing, and a child 

protection investigator had been to the home the day the toddler was reported missing. The home was reported 

to have dirty furniture, walls, carpeting, and clothing on bedroom and bathroom floors; however, no immediate 

safety concerns were noted. There were four adults present at the time the toddler was reported missing. Law 

enforcement reported finding the home in deplorable condition, and the health department deemed the home 

inhabitable. The home later burned to the ground; arson is suspected. 

 

The Department initiated a death by neglect investigation against the toddlerôs mother and two other adults 

present in the home at the time the toddler went missing. These investigations are pending. A criminal 

investigation is also pending. The toddlerôs autopsy report has not been released because the criminal 
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investigation is pending. The one and eight-year-old siblings were placed in foster care and a 10-year-old sibling 

was placed with his biological father. 

 

1.  Any family with three or more child protection investigations 

within a year (for one or more persons living in the home) should 

be reviewed by DCFS management to ensure that underlying 

issues are being addressed. 

 

The Department is already handling this issue with a sequence report along with screening reminders. The 

Department has alerts in place on SACWIS for any family with an open case who is the subject of a new 

investigation. This alert is on both the investigator and intact workerôs desktop.  In addition, a third sequence 

report is in final development stages and the intent is to also add it to the report manager for SACWIS which 

can be pulled up at any time to identify families with multiple reports.  Additionally, on a daily basis, a report 

is sent to all child protection and intact management that identifies all currently open intact cases and any new 

reports associated with that family.  Searching capabilities have been expanded and staff are now able to search 

by address to determine if there may be more subjects or investigations associated with that household that they 

should be assessing and considering.  Finally, the sequencing has been changed to follow along whether an 

investigation is unfounded or expunged so that staff get a truer ñreadingò as to families that have come to the 

attention of the Department multiple times. Area Administrators participate in many of these reviews and 

understand their role is to review cases with a more critical lens and identify and assess any underlying issues. 

 

2.  Whenever the facts suggest the possibility of significant developmental delays, mental illness or other 

issues that can affect the caregiverôs ability to benefit from standard interventions, management must 

ensure that the delays are assessed and that referrals address identified delays. 

 

The Department agrees.  This is part of ongoing supervision.  The Department is addressing these issues by 

developing goals related to serving these families and identifying and monitoring basic tasks to attain the goals.  

There are also weekly practice reviews between DCP Area Administrators and Supervisors in which all new 

cases with children under three are discussed, including their needs and any safety issues or family needs. 

 

OIG Response:  It is critical that the Department ensure that parents with limitations can accomplish the 

goals set for them ï both through evidence-based assessments and task-centered services.  Supervision 

provided without this critical direction from management will not address the problems identified in the OIG 

Report.  

 

3.  The Department must develop protocol that requires intact workers to identify family needs that are 

critical and time sensitive and management must track those cases to ensure the needs are met. 

 

The Department will not develop another protocol. The Department has other processes which address this. 

Identification of family needs is a regular part of supervision.  In addition, there are already many other 

processes implemented to track this. In the local area, a process called 360 has been developed to bring 

community providers and local agencies together. The purpose is to discuss issues and concerns regarding 

families they are working with and identify resources available within the community, working together to help 

vulnerable families. In addition, there is an immediate review of all intact cases with a new investigation to 

ensure divisions discuss the case and any identified needs/concerns are addressed.  General reviews are 

performed by Quality Assurance, Intact Utilization, and APT to also ensure familiesô needs are being met and 

safety addressed. Service plans are reviewed with the family on a regular basis to assess completion and barriers 

to services and with the core practice model rollout, the emphasis is in conducting Child and Family Team 

Meetings with the families as active participants in identifying what they need.   

OIG RECOMMENDATIONS /  

DEPARTMENT RESPONSES 
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OIG Response: Current practice does not prioritize immediate needs. To implement this recommendation 

the Department needs to identify what it is doing to change current practice and ensure that time-critical 

events, like ensuring that a child has needed medication, are addressed immediately.   

 

4.  The Departmentôs child protection investigation into the death should be closed as ñundeterminedò 

pending completion of the criminal investigation and the Department should explore further use of the 

ñundeterminedò category for cases where there are ongoing criminal investigations or other extenuating 

circumstances to allow staff to focus on other investigations. 

 

An investigation should not be closed in this manner.  Undetermined is statutorily permitted, but is not utilized.  

When a case is placed in undetermined status, it is still pending.  The Department cannot hold cases open for 

years, as it infringes on a person's basic rights.  The Department always has the option to open a new 

investigation if new information comes in.   

 

OIG Response: The OIG Recommendation was that ñUndeterminedò should be used instead of leaving a 

case open indefinitely, which is what happened in this case.  

 

5.   Part of the service plan development process must include consideration of what consents will be 

necessary to properly serve the family. Workers should make every attempt to obtain informed consent 

to release of necessary documents at the outset of the service plan process.   

 

The Department agrees.   

 

6.  The Department should explore expanding the Child Welfare Training Academy Simulation 

residential home for intact family workers and supervisors. 

 

The Department agrees.  However, the primary focus of the Training Academy Simulation is on child protection 

investigators.  Once they have all been through the training, it can be expanded to Intact and Permanency staff.    

 

7.  This report should be shared with the involved private agency. 

 

The Inspector General shared a redacted report with the private agency and the agencyôs Board of Directors. 

The Inspector General met with agency Administrators and a member of the agencyôs Board of Directors to 

discuss the findings and recommendations made in the report. 
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DEATH AND SERIOUS INJURY INVESTIGATION 2  

 

A four-year-old boy was killed and appeared to have been starved to death. The boyôs 

body had been burned post-mortem making it difficult to ascribe a cause of death. The 

boy had been removed from his motherôs custody four years earlier, but had been returned home one year before 

his death. The familyôs case had been closed eight months prior to his death, and there was an unfounded child 

protection investigation five months prior to the death. 

 

Four years before the boy was killed, the boyôs three older half-siblings, then ages 

five, four and two, were left unsupervised in the familyôs vehicle overnight with 

temperatures ranging between 32 to 36°F.  The mother insisted that she left the three children with an 

appropriate caretaker, who subsequently left the children overnight in the car.  The children, however, 

consistently reported that it was their mother who left them in the car.  The boy, then two-months-old, had been 

left in the care of a friendôs aunt who did not know the mother. The woman informed the assigned child 

protection investigator that when the mother brought the infant to her he was naked and wrapped in a blanket. 

The infant boy had been with the woman for two weeks when the investigation of the car incident began. The 

children were removed from their motherôs custody and the mother was arrested for child endangerment. 

 

The mother was indicated for Inadequate Supervision for the three oldest siblings, and Substantial Risk of 

Physical Injury/Environment Injurious to Health and Welfare by Neglect for the infant boy. The mother pled 

guilty to charges of endangering the life and health of the children, and completed 18 months of court ordered 

supervision.  The children were placed in foster care for three and a half years while the mother completed 

services.  Over the course of the case, the four siblings were separated and placed into two different foster 

homes. The five-year-old and four-year-old were placed together, and the two-year-old and the now deceased 

boy were placed together. Following the boyôs death, the older siblings returned to their last placements, and 

are in the process of being adopted.  

 

The mother was assessed for services and the assessment identified problems with domestic violence, substance 

abuse and the tendency for the mother to place her own needs above those of her children. The mother admitted 

to using corporal punishment as a disciplinary method. The older siblings reported that their mother would 

whoop them and had used objects such as a belt or sandals/flip flops and had kicked and punched them.   

 

The mother was referred for: individual therapy; a substance abuse assessment; parenting coach/education; 

parent-child psychotherapy with the boy to assist her in re-establishing a parent-child connection; and family 

therapy.  Regarding the parent-child psychotherapy, the assessor noted that the mother and the boy were 

separated during a crucial developmental period in which the boy was forming attachments and achieving 

numerous developmental milestones.   

 

While the mother completed substance abuse treatment, her compliance and progress in individual therapy was 

minimal. The motherôs initial enrollment in individual therapy and parent coaching was terminated for non-

compliance. The mother was then re-enrolled at a different therapeutic agency and began individual therapy 

and parent coaching seven months after the case was opened.  Family therapy began with the children 10 months 

after the case was opened.  This continued for eight months, after which the family was transferred to the private 

agencyôs counseling department. The mother was to receive individual therapy and family therapy was to be 

provided by the private agencyôs counseling department.  The mother attended less than half of her individual 

treatment sessions with the private agencyôs therapist, and the agency failed to offer the required family therapy. 

The two oldest siblings, however, were provided individual therapy through a contracted therapist. 

 

Although the mother attended less than half of the sessions, her individual therapy services were terminated as 

having been successfully completed. Moreover, at termination she remained wedded to her original story that 

ALLEGATION  

INVESTIGATION  
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she had not left her three children unsupervised overnight in the car during dangerously cold weather; rather, 

she would only acknowledge that she had left them with a caretaker, who was not appropriate, who subsequently 

left them unsupervised. She also failed to acknowledge responsibility for leaving her unclothed infant child 

with a stranger. Neither the therapist nor her supervisor were employed by the private agency at the time of the 

IG investigation. 

 

In addition, neither the motherôs therapist nor the childrenôs therapist were included in the familyôs Child and 

Family Team Meetings, which is designed to ensure that all appropriate services are provided. 

 

As the mother appeared to be fulfilling her Service Plan, the court permitted unsupervised overnight visits. 

Within two months, a new child protection investigation was opened because of suspicious bruising on the 

oldest child after overnight visits. The child reported that the first bruising was from an accidental fall from the 

bunkbed at the motherôs home, and the second incident was from rough play between the two oldest siblings.  

However, the two oldest siblings informed the private agency worker that their mother would slap them, pull 

their hair, and put them in time-out.  The mother informed the worker that she did not use corporal punishment, 

and she felt that the oldest two siblings were trying to sabotage the return home. The child protection 

investigation was unfounded, but the visits were supervised for one month after which unsupervised day visits 

were allowed. The supervisor reinstated unsupervised overnight visits two months after they were suspended.   

 

In planning to return the children home, the agency noted the motherôs lack of outside help. Her boyfriend was 

identified as a resource and he agreed to assist the mother with childcare. However, prior to the close of the 

familyôs case, the boyfriend and mother were no longer together, and the agency did not assist the mother in 

developing a support network.  

 

When the children were returned home, an Order of Protection required that the mother ensure that her school-

age children attended school daily, but it did not have any requirements regarding children who were the boyôs 

age of 3 ½ years. Following his return home, the boy was never enrolled in a Pre-K or Head Start program.  The 

private agency worker informed IG investigators that the mother, despite being employed, wanted to keep the 

boy home with her. 

 

Two months after the familyôs case was closed, a third child protection investigation was opened after the two 

oldest siblings began texting their former foster parent alleging that their mother was beating them and that she 

only cared about her boyfriend. During the investigation, however, while the children admitted to sending the 

text messages, they denied having been hit by their mother. The investigation was unfounded. 

 

During the investigation, the child protection investigator spoke with the childrenôs primary care physician.  

The child protection investigator documented that the doctorôs only concern was that he had seen the boy three 

months prior for an illness, and he wanted the mother to bring the boy back for a checkup. (Doctorôs records 

diagnosed the boy as failure to thrive following bouts of diarrhea self-reported by the mother.) Prior to closing 

the investigation, the child protection investigator told the mother to take the boy back to the doctor, but did not 

follow-up to ensure that this was done. 

 

Six months after the close of the investigation, the local police department responded to an emergency phone 

call of an arson in progress.  When they arrived they arrested the mother, her new boyfriend and his brother.  

The local fire department found a burning bundle in the basement of the abandoned property. Once 

extinguished, they discovered the boyôs body. The boy was pronounced dead at the scene.  Due to the extent of 

decomposition, the boyôs autopsy listed his death as homicide by unspecified means and the actual date of death 

could not be determined.  A new investigation was opened and the assigned child protection investigator 

documented that a detective with the local police department informed her that the boyôs body was skin and 

bones.  The detective disclosed that because of the deterioration, they could not determine if there had been any 
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physical abuse, but they could see no signs of blunt force trauma or sex abuse.  The autopsy concluded that the 

boy was malnourished and looked as though he had starved to death. 

 

According to the mother, four days prior to the arrest, the boy stopped breathing and she performed chest 

compressions. When she could not revive him, she wrapped him in a towel and laid down in bed with him. She 

did not seek medical attention. The next day, the mother went into premature labor and had twins. Prior to going 

to the hospital, the mother and the twinsô father walked to the abandoned building, forced their way in, and left 

the boyôs body in the basement. Three days after giving birth, the mother, along with the twinsô father and his 

older brother, decided to dispose of the boyôs body by burning it in the vacant residence.  

 

The mother was indicated for Allegation 1, Death by Abuse, for the boy and Allegation 60, Substantial Risk of 

Injury by Neglect, for the surviving siblings.  The twinsô father was indicated for Allegation 60, Substantial 

Risk of Injury by Neglect, regarding the twins.  

 

The mother was charged with murder and the twinsô paternal uncle and the mother were both criminally charged 

with attempted arson and concealing a death. The twinsô father, who was still a minor, was held and charged as 

a juvenile.   

 

1.  In return home cases, the Department Office of Legal Services 

should ensure that an additional condition be incorporated in the 

Order of Protection requiring that all preschool aged children are 

enrolled in and actively attending the appropriate State Pre-Kindergarten or Head Start program.  

 

The Department has formed a partnership with DHS regarding intact families to ensure we get children to school 

and into protective daycare.  The agencies are in discussions about an Interagency Agreement regarding 

upcoming legislation that specifically addresses day care for intact cases to implement PA 100-0860. 

 

2.  In return home cases, 60 days prior to the childôs scheduled return home date, the case worker should 

meet with the parent(s) and school professionals to introduce the parent to the school, begin the 

registration process, and identify additional community programs that may be available to the family for 

social engagement of the children.  

 

The Department does not agree. An aftercare plan needs to be completed for reunification cases, but it is not 

intended to be a checklist with specified time frames. The Department will reinforce in training that young 

children should be engaged in an academic program from school or an early childhood program. 

 

3.  In all child protection investigations where a medical provider requests that the infant or child be 

brought in for a medical visit, the investigation shall remain open until the infant or child is seen by the 

medical provider and the child protection investigator consults with the medical provider.  

 

The Department agrees. A memo was issued to all SCR and DCP staff with these instructions.   

 

4.  This report should be shared with the private agency to address the deficiencies in the counseling 

services provided to the mother and her children.  

 

The Inspector General shared a redacted report with the private agency and the agencyôs Board of Directors. 

The Inspector General met with agency Administrators and a member of the agencyôs Board of Directors to 

discuss the findings and recommendations made in the report and to address the agencyôs counseling services 

deficiencies.  

  

OIG RECOMMENDATIONS /  

DEPARTMENT RESPONSES 
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DEATH AND SERIOUS INJURY INVESTIGATION 3  

 

A two-and-a-half-year-old died of Anoxic Encephalopathy with Bilateral Lobar 

Pneumonia after he collapsed and stopped breathing.  A child protection investigation 

was initiated 22 days prior to the childôs death and was unfounded and closed six days prior to the childôs death. 

 

 

The familyôs involvement with the Department was prompted by a report to the 

hotline from the childôs daycare that the child had marks that appeared to be cigarette 

burns on both hands.  The reporter also stated that the childôs face had been swollen on two prior occasions. It 

was further reported that the mother was with an unknown male the last time the child was in daycare (one 

week ago) and this unknown male hit the child across the face.  

 

The daycare records confirmed a growing concern by staff that the child was being abused.  A week prior to 

the hotline call, the childôs teacherôs contemporaneously written notes stated that the child arrived at school 

ñwith a bruised right side of his face and a top busted lip.ò The mother was contacted by the daycare and when 

questioned about the injuries, she said that the child ñfell and hit his lipò and ñslept on his faceéò The teacher 

took pictures of the injuries.   

 

The caller from the daycare asked to be anonymous, even though she was a mandated reporter. She did, 

however, leave a phone number from which the investigator was able to determine that the call came from the 

daycare.  

 

The grandfather had picked the child up from daycare and, when interviewed by child protection, stated that 

someone at the daycare had told him that the child had fallen. The mother claimed that the injuries on the childôs 

hands had occurred at the daycare. Inspector General investigators asked multiple staff at the daycare if the 

child was ever injured at the school; they all denied that the child was ever injured at the daycare. 

 

The child was seen in an emergency room.  The emergency room physician believed the marks could be 

impetigo and consulted with the resident pediatrician. The pediatrician recommended a full child abuse 

assessment. The emergency room physician, however, recommended either a child abuse assessment or an 

assessment at a hospital with a burn clinic to rule out that the marks were burns.  The child protection 

investigator and on-call supervisor determined that the child should be evaluated at a specific burn clinic.  That 

burn clinic did not have a protocol for conducting a child abuse assessment.  

 

The following day the mother took the child to a hospital burn unit as directed by child protection. A nurse 

practitioner initially ruled out impetigo and determined that the injuries appeared to be friction burns. This 

determination was affirmed by a physician. 

 

The marks on the childôs hands were on both the front and back of his hands, which would make it unlikely to 

have occurred in a single fall. The investigator never resolved the question of how or where the friction burns 

occurred. In an interview with the Inspector General investigators, the nurse practitioner said that she did not 

delve into the mechanics of how the injury occurred. She said she made no determination of whether this was 

abusive. She stated that she believed that the determination of whether the injuries were caused by abuse was a 

determination for the Department to make.  

 

The child protection investigator confirmed for the Inspector General investigators that she never spoke to the 

hospital nurse practitioner or the physician; and when she found out the diagnosis was friction burn she assumed 

that friction burn meant the injury was an accident and not inflicted.  She could not explain how a single fall 

resulted in injuries to multiple planes of both hands.  

ALLEGATION  

INVESTIGATION  
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The Burn Clinic where the child was seen has a Board-Certified Child Protection Doctor; however, that doctor 

was never consulted. To further complicate the case, both the supervisor and the investigator believed that they 

had submitted the case to the Multi-Disciplinary Pediatric Education and Evaluation Consortium (MPEEC) for 

a second opinion, but that it had been rejected. In fact, the case was never reviewed because the investigator 

was unfamiliar with technical requirements of submitting a case for a second opinion and the MPEEC intake 

coordinator failed to provide technical assistance.  

 

Child protection investigators are required to observe the environment where the maltreatment was alleged to 

have occurred. Despite the grandfatherôs and motherôs claims that the injuries occurred at the daycare, the 

investigator never went to the daycare or questioned anyone there about the injuries. Neither the supervisor, 

who provided supervision during the 16-day investigation, nor the Area Administrator, who reviewed the 

investigation, noted the need to verify the place or mechanics of the injury.   

 

Two days following the close of the investigation, the child experienced cardiac arrest. He died four days later. 

The autopsy determined that the manner of death was Undetermined and suspicious, but a subsequent child 

protection investigation did not find sufficient evidence to indicate anyone for the childôs death.   

 

MPEEC reviewed the case after the childôs death and concluded that the childôs collapse and subsequent death 

was the result of progression of his underlying medical condition, asthma exacerbation resulting from a 

respiratory illness. 

 

 

 

1. The Department should consider amending the State Central 

Register script for addressing Mandated Reporters who request 

to be anonymous. The Script should ensure that mandated 

reporters are informed that by remaining anonymous, they may be found in violation of ANCRA. 

 

A memo was sent to all Hotline staff by the State Central Register Administrator regarding the additional script 

to use with mandated reporters wanting to remain anonymous. 

 

2. The MPEEC Second Opinion Form should be available to the Regionôs child protection staff. 

 

The Department agrees.  Child protection management is working with the Medical Director of MPEEC on the 

MPEEC Second Opinion Form.  Once completed, the form will be issued through the Office of Child and 

Family Policy. 

 

3. The Administrator  of Child Protection should convene a case discussion, using this report as a teaching 

tool, with Child Protection Area Administrators, to ensure that staff understand the protocol for 

requesting a second opinion from MPEEC and the need to comply with Procedures 300.100, Medical 

Requirements for Reports of Child Abuse and Neglect, to obtain a second medical opinion when necessary 

and the importance of determining the place and mechanics of injuries to a young child as well as 

investigating whether there were any witnesses.  

 

The Department worked with MPEEC to clarify the language difference between an off-site referral (for the 

cityôs hospitals that are not part of MPEEC) and a true second opinion performed by MPEEC.  There have been 

ongoing discussions in various child protection management meetings statewide about the ability to obtain a 

second opinion as well as the logistics and resources available to obtain them. 

 

OIG RECOMMENDATIONS /  

DEPARTMENT RESPONSES 
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 4. The Area Administrator, Supervisor and Child Protection Investigator should be counseled for failing 

to ensure that the Environment where Maltreatment Occurred was observed, for failing to comply with 

Procedures 300.100 by obtaining a second medical opinion when necessary and ensuring that the daycare 

staff were interviewed concerning the injuries and for failing to question medical staff concerning the 

mechanics of the injury. 

 

The Supervisor and Child Protection Investigator were counseled.  The report was discussed with the Area 

Administrator. 

 

5. This report should be shared with the Supervisor, Child Protection Investigator and the On-call 

Supervisor to discuss the appropriate use and procedure for referring a child to an MPEEC Hospital for 

a second opinion for the benefit of the child, especially with suspicion of burns.  

 

The Report was shared with the Supervisor, Child Protection Investigator and the On-call Supervisor. 

 

6. This Report will be shared with the hospitalôs General Counsel.  

 

The Inspector General shared a redacted report with the hospitalôs General Counsel. 
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DEATH AND SERIOUS INJURY INVESTIGATION 4  

 

An 11-year-old girl accidentally shot her three-year-old brother in the head while 

playing with a gun she found in their home. The parents had left four of their children, 

ages three to eleven years, home alone. A fifth child, who had disabilities, had been in residential care for four 

years at the time of the shooting. 

 

 

The investigation of the accidental shooting was the eleventh time the Department 

had investigated this family since 2008. Police reported finding a weapon and a spent 

shell casing, as well as a bag of what was believed to be crack cocaine, in the home. According to the 11-year 

old sibling, the children were home alone and decided to play cops and robbers. She found a gun in an unlocked 

gun box in the living room, picked up the gun, and ñpushed the button.ò The gun discharged, striking her three-

year-old brother in the head.  The boy was hospitalized and survived.  

 

The mother said they were only gone 30 minutes when they received the call from the neighbor that their son 

had been shot.  The mother had a concealed carry license and was the listed gun owner.  The fatherôs criminal 

history prevented him from legally owning a gun. The mother claimed she kept the gun in a locked box and 

stated that her 11-year-old daughter must have found the key and unlocked the gun box. The Department took 

protective custody of all four children. The three girls were placed with their maternal grandmother; their 

brother joined them when he was discharged from the hospital.  The Department indicated the mother for 

wounds by neglect, as she was the owner of the gun, and both parents were indicated for substantial risk of 

physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect, inadequate supervision and 

environmental neglect because neither parent was in the home at the time of the incident.  

 

The father has eight drug related convictions, and a conviction for disorderly conduct. He was arrested seven 

times for domestic violence; however, his only domestic violence conviction was in 2001, before he became 

involved with the mother.  At the time of the shooting, there was a pending domestic battery charge stemming 

from an incident in which the father held the same gun used by the children, to the motherôs head. The father 

had been arrested multiple times for physically assaulting the mother. Several years earlier, the father was 

arrested for strangling the mother.  The mother refused to sign a complaint saying she was scared to do so. Later 

that same year, the father was arrested after he hit the mother in the face ñwith a closed fistò causing a bruise 

around her eye. The father also had 19 bags of what was believed to be marijuana in his possession.  Three 

months later, police arrested the father again after he allegedly repeatedly punched the mother in the face leaving 

her with a swollen and blackened left eye.  

 

Unfounded and Expunged Child Protection Investigations 

Between May 2008 and November 2012 this family had six child protection investigations that were unfounded 

and expunged.  In August 2017, the Department began expanding the information available concerning 

expunged investigations.  

 

The first unfounded investigation was against the maternal grandmother for allegedly leaving the children at 

home alone while she left to buy drugs. The second unfounded investigation was against the father for allegedly 

hitting his child and causing her to have a bruise under her eye. The third unfounded investigation was against 

the mother for allegedly providing inadequate housing for her children. The fourth unfounded investigation was 

against the mother for allegedly leaving her young children home alone. The fifth unfounded investigation was 

against the mother for allegedly providing inadequate supervision and environmental neglect. The sixth 

unfounded investigation was against the mother and father for environmental neglect.  

 

 

ALLEGATION  

INVESTIGATION  



18 
DEATH AND SERIOUS INJURY INVESTIGATIONS 

Indicated Investigations 

The family was first indicated, almost eight years prior to the shooting, after the school noted a rug or friction 

burn on the arm of their disabled four-year-old. During the investigation, the child protection investigator 

observed the home to be uninhabitable, and advised the mother that she and the children needed to leave the 

home as it was not safe. The childôs teacher was concerned about the childôs hygiene.  The teacher noticed that 

he had ñcakes of mudò on his feet and found that strange since he doesnôt walk.  She further reported that he 

often cries when he has to go home. The teacher of the childôs sibling stated that her clothes were often dirty 

and her pants were too small.  Other children would make fun of her; staff frequently asked the mother to take 

her daughter to the bathroom to wash her face and arms before school.  The child protection investigator offered 

the family intact family services, but they refused. The burn allegation was unfounded after a doctor examined 

the child and the parents were indicated for environmental neglect.  

 

The second and third indicated investigations, that occurred four years prior to the shooting, ran concurrently 

and both investigations closed on the same date. The second investigation indicated the mother for inadequate 

shelter to her seven-year-old child; and environmental neglect for three of her children.  The third investigation 

indicated the mother for medical neglect, inadequate food and failure to thrive as to the eight-year-old disabled 

child.  The eight-year-old was placed out of the home in a residential facility.  

 

One year after the second and third indicated investigations, a fourth investigation was initiated while the mother 

was eight months pregnant. The father had barricaded the door with 2x4s and other furniture, refusing to open 

it. The police heard a loud scream from the apartment and physical contact. The mother was screaming ñplease 

just let me out.ò The kids could be heard screaming and crying. Within 15 minutes, the police broke down the 

door. The kids were in the living room; they were dirty and had no shoes on. The police observed broken 

furniture, and noted the home smelled and had no beds. The father was criminally charged with 

resisting/obstructing a police officer and domestic battery. One day prior to closing the investigation, the child 

protection investigator went to the family home. The investigator documented that all home utilities were in 

working order and the residence was clean; he also observed the children noting no concerns. The same day, 

the investigator documented that he contacted the childrenôs doctor who said they had no concerns. The parents 

were initially indicated for allegation 60, substantial risk of harm/environment injurious; however, the 

indication was unfounded by administrative appeal and the report has been expunged.  

 

Services 

The mother completed parenting education, but did not engage in recommended individual therapy.  The 

investigator referred the father to parenting classes, family counseling, parenting behavioral therapy and 

individual counseling, none of which he completed.  The parents underwent complete psychological evaluations 

and a parenting capacity assessment which found that the parents had a medium to high risk of continued abuse.  

The assessment also determined that the parents had other risk factors including lower intellectual functioning, 

unrealistic expectations for their children and impaired judgement.  

 

Placement Case 

The Administrative Case Review (ACR) for the eight-year-old child at the residential facility noted that there 

was no documentation that the siblings were being monitored. Although the workers consistently visited the 

disabled child at the specialized facility, neither the first worker, who managed the case for 32 months, nor the 

new worker, who managed the case for 13 months, documented any visits to see the other children still residing 

at home, with one exception. The new worker documented an attempted visit to the home, but was not allowed 

in by the parents; this visit took place 21 days prior to the shooting. 

 

One of the workers stated that there had been one additional attempted visit that had not been documented 

where the father would not allow her to come to the home, instead arranging to meet her in an empty lot.  She 

saw the children and spoke with the father.  (See Appendix for full redacted report.) 
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1.  This report should be shared with the current worker for 

future case planning. 

 

 

The Department agrees.  The report has been forwarded to the private agency to share with the new worker for 

future case planning 

 

2.  SACWIS should link the unfounded A sequence from 2008 and unfounded D sequence from 2011 to 

the parentsô names. Currently, those investigations are only found through a person search for the 

disabled child. 

 

The Department agrees. There is an issue in SACWIS that did not allow all the investigation history to appear 

under the mom's name. OITS has installed a fix in the SACWIS release that links the investigations. 

 

3.  The Department should conduct an audit of split custody cases (i.e. cases in which some of the children 

are in state care and some are at home).  A review should determine if the children at home need more 

intensive services.   

 

The Department is in discussions with OITS on a report which would give this information.  Once the report is 

finalized, the Department will determine how to review and follow up with the identified families. 

 

4.  Management should conduct an enhanced review of families with investigations over C sequences (the 

OIG provided a draft tool) . The review should evaluate whether chronic issues in the family are being 

addressed or are capable of being addressed.  

 

A ñCò sequence report Review is in final development stages.  Once completed it will be the expectation that 

all DCP Area Administrators review the report and cases with their staff to ensure appropriate action is taken.  

In the meantime, there is a desktop alert which identifies any open family case with a new investigation.  DCP 

Area Administrators are expected to review these cases weekly with supervisors to ensure safety is assessed 

and family needs are being addressed.  At the same time, APT is reviewing these same cases to ensure dialogue 

between investigator and worker and to also ensure appropriate actions are taken and the family is being 

assessed appropriately. Area Administrators participate in many of these reviews and understand their role is to 

review cases with a more critical lens and identify and assist any underlying issues. 
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PART II:  CHILD DEATH REPORT 

Inspector General staff investigate the deaths of children whose families were involved in the Illinois child 

welfare system within the preceding 12 months. Inspector General staff receive notification of the death of 

a child from the Illinois State Central Register (SCR), when the death is reported to SCR.1  Inspector 

General staff investigate the Departmentôs involvement with the deceased and his or her family when (1) 

the child was a youth in the care of DCFS; (2) the family is the subject of an open investigation or service 

case at the time of the childôs death; or (3) the family was the subject of an investigation or service case 

closed within the preceding 12 months. Whenever Inspector General investigators learn of a child death 

meeting these criteria, the death is investigated.2  

 

Notification of a childôs death initiates an investigatory review of records. Inspector General investigators 

review the death reports and information available through the Departmentôs computerized records. The 

investigator then obtains additional records including the childôs autopsy reports.3 Records may be 

requested, impounded, or subpoenaed. Then they are reviewed. The majority of cases involve an 

investigatory review of records, often including social service, medical, police, and school records, in 

addition to records generated by the Department or its contracted agencies.   

 

When warranted, Inspector General investigators conduct a full investigation, including interviews. A full 

investigation may result in a report to the Director of DCFS. Individual cases may not rise to a level 

necessitating a full investigation, but collectively can indicate systemic patterns or problems that require 

attention. Inspector General staff may address systemic issues through a variety of means, including cluster 

reports, initiatives, and trainings.  

 

In Fiscal Year 2018 Inspector General staff investigated 98 deaths of children who died between July 1, 

2017 and June 30, 2018, meeting criteria for review. A description of each childôs death and DCFS 

involvement is included in this annual report. During this fiscal year, investigatory reviews of records were 

conducted in each of the 98 deaths, leading to 4 full investigations which remain pending. Comprehensive 

summaries of death investigations reported to the Director in FY 18, which may include deaths that occurred 

in earlier fiscal years, are included in the Investigations section of this annual report. 

 

Sixty-eight of the 98 child deaths reviewed by Inspector General staff also underwent a child protection 

investigation of the death. Thirty-two of the deaths (47.1%) were indicated, 31 (45.6%) were unfounded 

and 5 (7.4%) remain pending.  Thirteen of the deaths were ruled homicide in manner; 24 of the deaths had 

a manner of undetermined; 19 of the deaths had a manner of accident; and 12 of the deaths had a manner 

of natural.  

  

                                                      
1 SCR relies on coroners, hospitals, medical examiners and law enforcement to notify them of child deaths, even when 

deaths are not suspicious for abuse or neglect. Some deaths may not be reported.  As such statistical analysis of child 

deaths in Illinois is limited because there is no central repository that includes the total number of children that die in 

Illinois each year. The Cook County Medical Examinerôs policy is to notify the Department of the deaths of all children 

autopsied at the Medical Examinerôs office.  
2 Occasionally SCR will not receive notice of a child death and Inspector General staff learn of it through other means.   
3 The Inspector General wishes to acknowledge all the county coroners and the Cook County Medical Examinerôs 

Office for responding to our requests for autopsy reports.   
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SUMMARY  

 

Following is a statistical summary of the 98 child deaths investigated by Inspector General staff in FY 18, 

as well as summaries of the individual cases. The first part of the summary presents child deaths by age and 

manner of death, case status and manner of death, county and manner of death, and child protection death 

investigations by result and manner. The second part presents a summary of deaths classified in five 

manners: homicide, suicide, undetermined, accident, and natural.4 In Fiscal Year 2018 there were no deaths 

of children classified as suicide in manner. Please note that the term coroner is used for both coroners and 

the Cook County Medical Examiner in the individual summaries.  

 

Key for Case Status at the time of Inspector General investigation: 

 
Youth in Care: Deceased was a Youth in Care. 

 

Unfounded DCP: Family had an unfounded child protection investigation within a year of 

childôs death. 

 

Pending DCP: Family was involved in a pending child protection investigation at time 

of childôs death. 

 

Indicated DCP: Family had an indicated child protection investigation within a year of 

childôs death. 

 

Child of Youth in Care: Deceased was the child of a youth in care, but not in care themselves. 

 

Open/Closed Intact: Family had an open intact family services case at time of childôs death / 

or within a year of childôs death. 

 

Open Placement/Split Custody: Deceased, who never went home from hospital and had sibling(s) in 

foster care or child was in care of parent with siblings in foster care. 

  

Return Home: Deceased or sibling(s) returned home to parent(s) from foster care 

within a year of childôs death. 

 

Child Welfare Services Referral: A request was made for DCFS to provide services, but no abuse or 

neglect was alleged. 

 

Preventive Services/Extended Family: Intact family services case was opened to assist family, but not as a result 

of an indicated child protection investigation. 

 

Former Youth in  Care: Child was a youth in care within a year of his/her death. 

 

  

                                                      
4 The causes and manners of death are determined by hospitals, medical examiners, coroners and coronersô juries.    
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TABLE 1: CHILD DEATHS BY AGE AND MANNER OF DEATH  
CHILD AGE HOMICIDE  SUICIDE  UNDETERMINED  ACCIDENT  NATURAL TOTAL 

M
o

n
th

s
 o

f 
A

g
e

 

At birth       1 1 

0 to 3  2  10 12 9 33 

4 to 6    6  4 10  

7 to 11  2    2 4 

12 to 24  1  4 2 4 11 

Y
e

a
r 

o
f 

A
g
e

 

2  4  1 1 1 7 

3   1  1 2 

4 1     1 

5 1  3   4 

6 1   1  2 

7    2 1 3 

8    1  1 

9      -  

10      1 1 

11  1   1 1 3 

12       -  

13       -  

14  2   3 1 6 

15     2  2 

16  1     1 

17  1  1   2 
18 or older  1   2 1 4 

TOTAL 18  0 26  27  27  98  

 

 

TABLE 2: CHILD DEATHS BY CASE STATUS AND MANNER OF DEATH  
REASON FOR OIG  INVESTIGATION *  HOMICIDE  SUICIDE  UNDETERMINED  ACCIDENT  NATURAL TOTAL 

DCP Pending  4  2 4 2 12  

Unfounded  4  10 11 12 37  

Indicated  4  5 2 4 15  

Youth in Care  4  3 4 5 16  

Former Youth in Care       -  

Return Home       -  

Open Placement/Split Custody  1    2 3 

Open Intact  1  2 5  8 

Closed Intact     1 1 1 3 

Child of a Youth in  Care    1   1 

Child Welfare Services Referral    2   2 

Preventive Services/Extended Family      1 1 

TOTAL 18  0 26  27  27  98  

* When more than one reason existed for the OIG investigation, the death was categorized based on primary 

reason. 
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TABLE 3: CHILD DEATHS BY COUNTY OF RESIDENCE AND MANNER OF DEATH  
COUNTY HOMICIDE  SUICIDE  UNDETERMINED  ACCIDENT  NATURAL TOTAL 

Adams 1   1  2 

Champaign     1 1 

Clay 1     1 

Coles 1     1 

Cook 7  12 7 9 35  

DeKalb 1     1 

Edgar    1  1 

Franklin     3 3 

Fulton    1  1 

Hancock    1  1 

Henry    1  1 

Jackson     1 1 

Jersey 1     1 

Lake     2 2 

Lawrence   1 1  2 

Lee 1     1 

Macon 1     1 

Macoupin    1  1 

Madison   2 2 3 7 

Marion     1 1 

McLean 1     1 

Montgomery     1 1 

Ogle   1   1 

Peoria 1   1 1 3 

Pike    1  1 

Richland    1  1 

Rock Island     1 1 

St. Clair    1 1 2 

Sangamon   1 2 1 4 

Stephenson   1   1 

Tazewell   1 1  2 

Union   1   1 

Vermillion   1   1 

Warren     1 1 

White    1  1 

Whiteside    1  1 

Will 1  2 1  4 

Williamson 1   1 1 3 

Winnebago   3   3 

TOTAL 18  0 26  27  27  98  
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TABLE 4: CHILD PROTECTION DEATH INVESTIGATIONS BY RESULT AND MANNER*  
FINAL FINDING  Homicide  Suicide  Undetermined  Accident  Natural  Total  

Indicated 12 - 9 7 4 32  

Unfounded 0 - 12 11 8 31  

Pending  1 - 3 1 0 5 

Total  13  - 24  19  12  68  

*Child deaths in which at least one person was indicated or unfounded for death by abuse or death by 

neglect. Note that persons indicated for death will stay on the State Central Register for 50 years. 

 

 

FY 2018 DEATH CLASSIFICATIO N BY MANNER OF DEATH  

 

HOMICIDE  

Eighteen deaths were classified homicide in manner. 

CAUSE OF DEATH NUMBER 

Blunt trauma due to child abuse 8 

Gunshot wound  6 

Dehydration/starvation 2 

Stab wounds 1 

Blunt trauma due to vehicle striking bicyclist 1 

TOTAL 18  

 

ALLEGED PERPETRATOR INFORMATI ON:*  

PERPETRATOR NUMBER 

Mother 3 

Father 3 

Motherôs Boyfriend 3 

Fatherôs Girlfriend 1 

Uncle 1 

Unrelated Caretaker 1 

Unrelated Adults 1 

Unknown/Unsolved 3 

Unrelated peer 1 

Police Officer 1 

 *Some deaths have more than one perpetrator 

 

UNDETERMINED  

Twenty-six deaths were classified undetermined in manner.  

CAUSE OF DEATH NUMBER 

Undetermined  14 

Asphyxia  4 

Sudden unexplained infant death 2 

Closed Head Injury 1 

Drowning 1 

Drug Overdose 1 

Pending 3 

TOTAL 26  



26 
CHILD DEATH REPORT 

ACCIDENT  

Twenty-seven deaths were classified accident in manner. 
CAUSE OF DEATH NUMBER 

Asphyxia/Suffocation/Sleep-Related 14 

Blunt trauma injuries  6 

Drug overdose 2 

Drowning 4 

Hanging 1 

TOTAL 27  

 

 

NATURAL  

Twenty-seven deaths were classified natural in manner 

CAUSE OF DEATH NUMBER 

Complications Related to Prematurity 7 

Asthma/Respiratory Illness 4 

Pneumonia/Sepsis 3 

Congenital Problems  3 

Influenza/Viral Illness 3 

Dandy Walker Syndrome 2 

Complications Related to Cerebral Palsy 2 

Cancer 1 

Sudden Infant Death  1 

Undetermined Cause 1 

TOTAL 27  
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Accident
27

28%

Natural
27

28%

Undetermined
26

26%

Homicide
18

18%

Child Death by Manner for FY 2018 
(98 total deaths reviewed)
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HOMICIDE  

 

Child No. 1 DOB: 2/2000 DOD: 8/2017 Homicide 

Age at death: 17 years 

Cause of death: Gunshot wound to the back  

Perpetrator: Unrelated adult 

Reason for Review: Youth in care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:      Seventeen-year-old boy fatally shot by a police officer after the officer pursued him and 

another teenage boy, following a carjacking. A vehicle was reported stolen in a carjacking by two armed 

suspects; the police spotted the stolen vehicle and attempted to pull it over; however, the driver sped away 

and a chase ensued.  The chase ended when the vehicle struck a semi-truck. The suspects jumped out of 

the vehicle; both offenders were brandishing hand guns while on foot.  As the officer exited his squad car, 

he identified himself to the offenders and gave a verbal command. The offenders did not comply with the 

verbal command; the officer feared for his life and shot the youth. The youth was transported to the 

hospital where he was pronounced deceased. The medical examiner ruled this as a homicide.  The Illinois 

State Police Integrity Unit investigated the police involved shooting.   

Prior History :  The mother of the youth has an extensive history with the Department that dates to 2001.  

The mother gave birth to at least two substance exposed infants. In June 2003, the deceased youth and his 

siblings were taken into custody by the Department. The case was adjudicated with a finding of neglect 

and abuse by the court, with guardianship given to the Department in November 2003. The maternal 

grandmother became the childrenôs relative foster placement. In April 2007, parental rights were 

terminated; and in April 2008, the maternal grandmother adopted the deceased youth and three of his 

siblings. In November 2010, the Department received a report alleging that the maternal grandmother was 

suffering from panic attacks, mental health issues, and a substance abuse problem.  In December 2010, a 

case for intact family services was opened.  In April 2011, protective custody was taken of the children. 

In June 2012, he was placed in specialized foster care. The maternal grandmother surrendered her parental 

rights in June 2013. The deceased youth had several placements, including traditional and relative foster 

homes, and group homes. By the age of fifteen the deceased youth had eight felony convictions, and in 

July 2015, he was sentenced to five-yearsô probation. In December 2015, the deceased youth was placed 

with his paternal grandmother, where he remained until his death. The deceased youth was attending 

counseling and he was also involved in therapeutic mentoring; however, he refused to engage or 

participate.  The deceased youth was terminated from a job readiness and peace group that had been 

recommended by his probation officer because of lack of participation.  In August 2016, a judge placed 

him in a mandatory program to provide him with services and classes due to violating probation by missing 

curfew and being arrested. In late November/December 2016, a new caseworker was assigned. In 

December 2016, the paternal grandmother gave notice to have the youth removed from her home because 

of a drive by shooting that involved the youth; however, he remained in her home and she continued to 

work with the youth and advocate for his needs. In March 2017, the caseworker attended court with the 

youth for possession of a gun. The youth pled guilty; his current probation was continued. 

 

 

Child No. 2 DOB: 5/2001 DOD: 8/2017 Homicide 

Age at death: 16 years 

Cause of death: Complications of multiple blunt force injuries, motor vehicle striking bicyclist 

Perpetrator: Drunk driver 

Reason for Review: Split custody  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:    Sixteen-year-old boy struck by a motor vehicle while riding his bicycle and died from the 

injuries that he sustained from being struck. The teen and his friends were riding their bicycles. The friends 

were riding their bikes in front of him when a drunk driver struck the teen.  The teen was taken to the 

hospital and was in a coma until his death eight days later. The driver was arrested and faced criminal 

charges. The Department did not investigate the death for abuse or neglect. 
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Prior History :  The family had a long history with the Department. There were seventeen unfounded 

child protection investigations and numerous intact cases from 2000 through 2014. The deceased teen had 

one sibling and two maternal half-siblings. The deceased and his younger brother were reported to be 

mentally and physically delayed and autistic. The thirteen-year-old brother cognitively functioned at the 

age of a five to six-year-old and the fourteen-year-old (deceased) cognitively functioned at the age of a 

seven to ten-year-old.  In November 2014, the hotline received a call to report that the police became 

involved with the family due to inappropriate pictures found on the computer. The computer had a thirty-

eight minute video that showed the mother, an unknown male, and the motherôs fifteen-year-old daughter 

smoking cannabis and drinking.  The mother admitted that the teen smokes marijuana and drinks while 

she is present. The investigation against the mother was indicated for substance misuse. An intact family 

services case was opened because of this investigation. In January 2015, the hotline received a call to 

report that when the motherôs twelve-year-old son arrived at school his face was swollen, including the 

right eye. The child said that his motherôs paramour slapped him across the face two times.  The 

investigator observed the child with extensive bruising to the right side of his face. The mother, her 

paramour, and the other children all confirmed that the paramour slapped the child in the face. After the 

investigator observed the bruising, protective custody was taken of all four children. They were placed 

with a relative and the case was opened for placement. The investigation against the mother and her 

paramour for cuts, bruises, welts, abrasions and oral injuries to the motherôs twelve-year-old son was 

indicated. The investigation against the mother for medical neglect to her son was unfounded. The 

investigation against the mother for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and 

welfare by neglect to all four children was indicated. The three boys were placed in a relative foster home 

and the girl was placed in the home of a different relative caregiver. The mother and children participated 

in services, including counseling. The mother visited the boys regularly. In August 2015, the hotline 

received a call to report that the thirteen-year-old brother had inappropriate sexualized behaviors. The 

allegation of sexual molestation was unfounded due to the teenôs cognitive functioning level of a five-

year-old. The allegation for substantial risk of sexual abuse-sexualized behavior of a young child to the 

teen was indicated. In October 2015, the thirteen-year-old brother was placed in a residential treatment 

center for autism and sexualized behaviors. In January 2016, the mother was found fit at her permanency 

hearing and had completed all recommended services. In February 2016, it was court ordered that the 

other two boys return home to their mother. The daughterôs goal had been changed to guardianship with 

her foster family and was finalized in August 2016 and her case was closed. The caseworker visited the 

mother and her two sons at their home twice monthly and once a month she transported the mother to the 

residential facility to visit her other son.    

 

 

Child No. 3 DOB: 1/2012 DOD: 9/2017 Homicide 

Age at death: 5 years  

Cause of death: Gunshot wound to the head 

Perpetrator: Father 

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation at time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  
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Narrative:     Five-year-old boy shot in the head by his thirty-three-year-old father before shooting himself 

in the head. The young boy was pronounced dead at the scene; his father was taken by ambulance to the 

hospital where he later died.  At the time of this incident, there was a pending child protection investigation 

involving the father for sexual molestation and sexual exploitation to an eleven-year-old boy. While the 

investigation was pending, a safety plan was put in place for the five-year-old child.  The mother agreed 

to care for her son in her home and to not allow any unsupervised visits with his father. The investigator 

further advised the mother that the father had guns in the home and she needed to be careful about going 

to the home. Four days before the incident the father voluntarily checked himself into the hospital for 

suicidal ideation.  On the day of the incident, he was released from the hospital and contacted the mother 

asking to see his five-year-old son.  The mother planned to meet him in a public place to gather school 

supplies; however, he did not show and the mother went to his home. The father invited the child into the 

home to play video games; the mother followed him into the home. The father told the mother to get the 

school supplies, so the mother left the child in a room with the father.  As the mother stepped out of the 

room the father immediately slammed the door and barricaded it. Minutes later she heard gunshots. The 

mother went to her car and called the police.  The autopsy found that the child died from a gunshot wound 

to his forehead. The father was indicated posthumously for death by abuse. The mother was indicated for 

death by neglect, because she left her child with his father in violation of the safety plan.  

Prior History :  In 2016 the five-year-old childôs parents were separated and the child resided with the 

father and had visitation with his mother. In September 2017, five days before the incident, law 

enforcement contacted the hotline with allegations of sexual molestation and sexual exploitation to an 

eleven-year-old boy by his babysitter, the father of the deceased five-year-old child. In a forensic 

interview, the eleven-year-old boy denied ever being sexually abused.  In November 2017, the report for 

sexual molestation was unfounded because of insufficient corroborating evidence. The mother of the 

eleven-year-old boy reported that the father of the deceased five-year-old boy provided child care for her 

son and his siblings daily and they spent the night at his home on numerous occasions.  The mother denied 

that her son was sexually abused or had been touched in a sexual manner by anyone. The mother and the 

child denied sexual abuse. The babysitter to the eleven-year-old and father of the deceased five-year-old 

was a convicted sex offender. He had completed treatment including assessments and counseling services 

and was no longer required to register as a sex offender.  

 

 

Child No. 4 DOB: 8/2013 DOD: 9/2017 Homicide 

Age at death: 4 years 

Cause of death: Multiple stab wounds to the chest 

Perpetrator: Father 

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation at time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:    Four-year-old boy and his mother were found murdered in their home.  The maternal 

grandmother was concerned for her daughter and grandson because she was unable to contact her daughter 

and she did not show up for work.  The grandmother went to her daughterôs residence, once inside she 

discovered her daughter and grandson both deceased.  The autopsy determined that the four-year-old boy 

died from multiple stab wounds to the chest.  The father was charged with murder after he admitted to 

killing his son and the mother of his son.  The Department did not investigate the death.  
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Prior History :  The mother had two older boys, ages nine and seven, that lived with their father. In July 

2017, the hotline was contacted and it was reported that the boysô twenty-two-year-old maternal uncle hit 

his nine-year-old son and twelve-year-old cousin. The Department investigated the mother for substantial 

risk/environment injurious by neglect to her son; and the uncle for substantial risk/environment injurious 

abuse-incidents of violence or intimidation to his nephew and niece. The two boys were interviewed. The 

seven-year-old denied the uncle hitting him and the nine-year-old boy informed the investigator that his 

uncle did hit him for talking back.  At the beginning of this investigation, the mother and four-year-old 

boy lived with the maternal grandparents and the maternal uncle; however, while this investigation was 

pending the mother and four-year old boy had moved into their own residence.  The mother, uncle and 

maternal grandparents were interviewed and the four-year-old boy living in the home with his mother was 

observed with no signs of abuse or neglect.  The uncle admitted to hitting his nine-year-old nephew once 

with a belt on his back for being disrespectful to the maternal grandparents. The uncle denied hitting his 

niece. In addition, the investigator interviewed the niece who denied all allegations. In October 2017, the 

report was unfounded.  There was no evidence that the alleged offender placed the child in substantial risk 

of physical injury.   

 

 

Child No. 5 DOB: 10/2016 DOD: 9/2017 Homicide 

Age at death: 11 months  

Cause of death: Craniocerebral blunt force trauma 

Perpetrator: Unknown 

Reason for Review: Open intact case at time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Eleven-month-old baby was transported to the hospital with a large contusion on the back of 

the head; bruising on the forehead, chest and back area; and was pronounced deceased the following day. 

A week before his death, the babyôs mother had left him in the care of a friend. It is not known when the 

baby was last seen alive. Law enforcement was driving down the street when they observed the 

babysitterôs seventeen-year-old son running down the street holding the baby.  Law enforcement stopped 

the teen, who said he dropped the baby and rolled on top of him. The baby was unresponsive. Law 

enforcement contacted EMS and paramedics transported the baby via ambulance to the local hospital. The 

injuries the baby suffered included bruising to the upper chest and neck, a bite mark to the left upper arm, 

bruising to the forehead and ears bilaterally and a healing fracture of the eighth rib. The seventeen-year-

old was left alone with the baby while his mother left the house or was sleeping; there are conflicting 

stories. The teen was taken into custody by police. He stated that the baby was asleep in the living room 

in a gaming chair, and he was lounging on a futon behind the baby. He got up and went to his room and 

when he came back he tripped over the dog and fell on top of the baby. The information provided did not 

seem plausible based on the babyôs injuries. The teen had recently been released from a juvenile facility 

for physical abuse and arson. The Department is investigating the mother for death by neglect; inadequate 

supervision to the deceased baby; and substantial risk of physical injury/environmental injurious to health 

and welfare by neglect to the deceased baby and his two siblings after learning that the mother was 

supposed to pick up her baby from the babysitter a few days prior. The Department is also investigating 

the babysitter and her seventeen-year-old son. Allegations against the seventeen-year-old son include   

death by abuse, and cuts, bruises, welts, abrasions and oral injuries to the baby. Allegations against the 

babysitter include inadequate supervision to the baby; cuts, bruises, welts, abrasions and oral injuries by 

neglect to the baby; environmental neglect to the seventeen-year-old, inadequate supervision to the 

seventeen-year-old son; and substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare 

to the seventeen-year-old. The child protection investigations and the criminal investigation remain 

pending.  
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Prior History : The mother had a history with the Department and was a youth-in-care from 2002 to 2005. 

Her first involvement with the Department as a parent occurred in May 2007, when she was investigated 

and unfounded for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by 

neglect to her ten-month-old son. This investigation has since been expunged. In October 2014, the mother 

was investigated and unfounded for cuts, bruises, welts, abrasions and oral injuries to her eight-year-old 

son. This investigation has since been expunged. In February 2017, it was reported that the ten-year-old 

was unhappy at home because his mother and her paramour argue all the time, he must take care of his 

younger siblings and the paramour was indicated in 2015 for substantial risk of sexual abuse.  The motherôs 

paramour was investigated for substantial risk of sexual abuse ï sex offender has access to the children 

and the mother and paramour were investigated for inadequate supervision to the children ages ten, five, 

three and four-months (the deceased baby). The investigator reviewed a prior investigation on the 

paramour; he had completed a sex offender assessment and was not found to present with any sexual 

pathology and was low risk to reoffend. The parents admitted that they leave the ten-year-old to watch the 

younger children for short periods of time, but denied that they ever left him to care for the baby. The 

mother noted that the family had moved a lot due to her instability. The investigator spoke with the parents 

about safe sleep habits with their infant. The children were assessed as safe. The investigation for 

inadequate supervision was indicated against the mother and paramour and the investigation against the 

paramour was unfounded. The family agreed to intact family services. After the mother and her paramour 

broke up, he requested and signed a letter refusing services. By May 2017, the mother reported that she 

and the children were living with her five-year-oldôs father. The worker deemed the home to be appropriate 

with no safety concerns. By July 2017, the mother had still not engaged in services, and had not obtained 

a mental health assessment. The ten-year-old still had not been assessed for counseling, the mother 

reported that he would start seeing a counselor at school when school was back in session.  In September 

2017, the worker got a call from the child protection investigator that the baby had passed away. After the 

death, the two children remained in the home of the five-year-oldôs father. In November 2017, the mother 

signed over guardianship of the children to the five-year-oldôs father. The intact case remains open. Mom 

has had minimal contact with the caseworker since the babyôs death and is not engaged in services. The 

babysitter of the deceased baby has a long history with the Department. Her only child is her seventeen-

year-old son. Prior to the babyôs death, the babysitter had eleven investigations between 2002 and 2014 

(seven unfounded).  

 

 

Child No. 6 DOB: 9/2017 DOD: 10/2017 Homicide 

Age at death: 1 month old  

Cause of death: Blunt force injuries of head due to assault  

Perpetrator: Unknown 

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative: One-month-old infant found unresponsive by her father when he woke up in the early 

morning. He woke up the mother and she called 911. The infant was transported to the childrenôs hospital 

where she was pronounced deceased. The police called the hotline to report the death and the Department 

opened a child protection investigation into the death. The father stated that he was drinking the night 

before and that he had fallen asleep on the sofa.  The mother stated that she let the infantôs fifteen-year-

old step sister give her a bottle and then she put the infant in the crib on her stomach.  The mother further 

reported that the infant had been sick with a cold and colicky, but she had not taken her to the doctor. The 

mother stated that she woke up at approximately 2 a.m. and fed the infant; she then took a bottle and put 

the infant on her back to sleep with a blanket because it was cold. The father reported that he woke up at 

5 a.m. to find the infant on her side with her face toward the side of the bassinet.  The autopsy found that 

the infant had blunt trauma to the head, with two sites of impact, multiple bleeds in the brain and an 

abrasion above the eye with suspicion of possible shaken baby syndrome and ruled a homicide. Neither 

parent or the step-children could provide an explanation for the injuries to the infant. Considering this 

information, the Department took protective custody of the infantôs three siblings and they were placed 

together in a traditional foster home.  The Department was granted temporary custody of the children. 

Both parents were indicated for death by abuse due to both parents being in the home when the infant was 

found unresponsive and neither being able to explain the injuries.  The parents were also indicated for 

substantial risk of physical harm/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to the other 

children.  

Prior History :  In July 2016, the police called the hotline to report a domestic violence incident between 

the mother and father.  The mother was arrested for stabbing the father in the back with a knife while two 

children, ages three-years and six-months, were present for the incident but were not harmed. The 

Department initiated an investigation for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health 

and welfare by neglect to the children by their mother. The mother identified an aunt to care for the 

children while she was in jail. The investigation was indicated against the mother, due to the children 

being in the home and observing the domestic violence incident between the mother and father. In April 

2017, the hotline received a call to report domestic violence between the mother and the father.  The 

Department opened an investigation for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health 

and welfare by neglect to the children by their mother. Both parents admitted that there was a domestic 

incident in January 2017 and the father was arrested, but denied that the incident was physical.  In June 

2017, the investigation was indicated against the mother. The rationale was that there was a history of 

domestic violence between the mother and father, which put the minors at risk. 

 

 

Child No. 7 DOB: 5/2015 DOD: 10/2017 Homicide 

Age at death: 2 years 

Cause of death: Gunshot wound to the back   

Perpetrator:  Paternal uncle  

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  
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Narrative: Two-year-old died of a gunshot wound while in the care of his seventeen-year-old uncle. 

The uncle ran next door and banged on the neighbor's door.  The neighbor called 911 who advised they 

lay the toddler down on the ground, open his airway, and apply pressure to the wound. Once EMS arrived 

they continued to treat the toddler and transported him to the hospital where he was pronounced deceased. 

The hotline received a call from law enforcement to report the toddlerôs death. The mother and father had 

left the uncle in charge of his two-year-old nephew and his one-year-old niece. The uncle admitted to 

police that he found a gun by a dumpster and he and his nephew were playing cops and robbers; he pointed 

the gun at his nephew and pulled the trigger.  He did not think the gun was loaded. The mother and father 

denied knowledge of the gun. The police described the home as filthy, covered in roaches and found 

marijuana on the kitchen table that was within reach of the children.  The Department took the one-year-

old into protective custody and investigated the mother, father and uncle for death by abuse, substantial 

risk of physical injury/environment injurious by neglect to the one-year-old sibling; and inadequate 

supervision to both children. The uncle was arrested and charged with murder; he was also indicated for 

his nephewôs death, and substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious by abuse to the one-year-

old child who was crawling around in the blood of her brother. The mother and father were indicated for 

substantial risk and inadequate supervision. The father was indicated for substance misuse because he told 

the investigator that he would buy marijuana and provided it to the minor uncle and they would smoke it 

together.  In June 2018, the one-year-old was returned to the parentsô physical custody.  The parents 

continue with services.  

Prior History :  In July 2017, law enforcement contacted the hotline and reported that the eighteen-year-

old father of the deceased two-year-old went to his motherôs home and punched his fifteen-year-old 

brother in the face. The Department investigated the older brother for abuse.  The following day the child 

protection investigator went to the home where the fifteen-year-old lived with his mother.  The mother of 

the siblings told the investigator that her sons have girlfriends who are friends and that they were fighting; 

so, her older son and his girlfriend went to the home to talk to the fifteen-year-old and his girlfriend; they 

got into an argument and her older son punched her younger son in the face. She called an ambulance and 

the police arrived with the ambulance. Her younger son was taken to the emergency room and he was 

found to have a jaw bone fracture. The eighteen-year old was arrested and charged with aggravated battery, 

a felony and was given probation. The Department indicated the eighteen-year old for bone fractures by 

abuse to his fifteen-year-old brother.    

 

 

Child No. 8 DOB: 4/2016 DOD:  10/2017 Homicide 

Age at death: 17 months 

Cause of death: Blunt Force Head Injury 

Perpetrator: Motherôs Paramour 

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation at time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:  A seventeen-month-old toddler died in the hospital after suffering serious injuries that 

included a skull fracture, scalp hematoma, subdural hemorrhages, severe brain injury, bilateral retinal 

hemorrhages and significant bruising to the face, arms, torso, ears, and mouth while in the care of the 

motherôs paramour. Two days prior to the death, the Department received a hotline call reporting that 

motherôs paramour contacted 911 stating that the child fell out of his crib, was unconscious and not 

breathing. When police arrived at the home, the child was lying on the floor unconscious, not breathing 

and had no pulse. The child looked damp with visible injuries to his head, face, and body. The child was 

transported to the hospital where he regained a pulse and was placed on a ventilator, but never regained 

consciousness. The child had suffered a hypoxic brain injury and died two days later. In interviews with 

police the paramour reported he was the sole caretaker while the mother was at work.  He gave different 

explanations for the childôs injuries. The Department indicated the paramour for death by abuse, head 

injuries and cuts, bruises, welts, abrasions, and oral injuries. The mother was indicated for death by 

neglect, head injuries by neglect and cuts, bruises, welts, abrasions and oral injuries by neglect. The 

paramour was arrested and criminally charged for the childôs death.  
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Prior History :  In August 2016, the Department received a hotline call reporting that approximately four 

weeks ago the mother dropped her four-month-old infant on the floor or in his bassinet because he would 

not stop crying. It was further alleged that there was domestic violence and drug use by the mother and 

her paramour. The Department investigated the mother for substantial risk of physical injury. The 

paramour (not the boyfriend in the death investigation) and the mother denied that the incident ever 

occurred and the childôs day care and primary care physician expressed no concerns about the child. In 

October 2016, the investigation against the mother was unfounded. In September 2017, the Department 

again had contact with the family after the hotline received a call from the childôs daycare reporting that 

in August 2017, the child, now sixteen-months-old, arrived at daycare with three large marks on his 

forehead, between his eyebrows and the top of his forehead. The mother told the daycare that the marks 

were bug bites that her paramour had tried to ñpopò because he thought they were pimples. The child 

missed a week of daycare following the incident. Sometime after he returned to daycare, the child arrived 

with a striated bruise from his forehead to his ear. When daycare staff questioned the mother about the 

bruise, the mother explained that the child got the bruise after running into a table. The child did not return 

to that daycare center. The Department investigated the mother and her paramour for cuts, bruises, welts, 

abrasions and oral injuries. The mother told the child protection investigator that her paramour caused the 

marks on the top part of the childôs face when he popped what he believed were pimples. In response to 

questions about the striated bruise, the mother said the bruise was caused by the child falling outside of a 

restaurant. The mother told the police the striated bruise was caused by a dog bumping into the child.  The 

child protection investigator observed the child and saw that he had bruising to his left eye.  The mother 

explained that this occurred when the child fell into an entertainment center. The investigator noted other 

injuries and bruises for which the mother provided differing explanations. The investigator asked the 

mother to take the child to the doctor for further examination and she did. After the doctor saw the child, 

the doctor reported that she saw no signs of abuse or neglect. Three weeks later, in October 2017 this 

investigation was still pending when the child was brought to the hospital unconscious with a skull fracture 

and serious brain injury. In February 2018, the investigation against the mother and paramour was 

indicated for cuts, bruises, welts following the childôs death. In July 2018, the Department again had 

contact with the mother after receiving a hotline call reporting that the mother had just given birth to a 

baby girl and had failed to inform hospital staff that she had a prior child die while in her care or that her 

newbornôs father was incarcerated and facing criminal charges for the death of her other child. The 

Department opened an investigation and indicated the mother on the allegation of environment injurious 

to her newborn. The Department did not take custody of the newborn because mother agreed to participate 

in intact family services that were offed to her and her newborn child.     
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Child No. 9 DOB: 6/2011 DOD: 11/2017 Homicide 

Age at death: 6 years 

Cause of death: Starvation 

Perpetrator: Father 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of the childôs death 

Action Taken: Full investigation pending  

Narrative:      Six-year-old boy found by his forty-two-year-old father in his room unresponsive. The father 

told hospital staff that his six-year-old son had been up and moving around in the morning before he left for 

work.  The father left his six-year-old and seven-year-old sons home alone, while he went to work.  When 

the father returned home he checked on the children in their room in the basement, and found his six-year-

old son unresponsive. The hospital staff reported that the father carried his son into the hospital, already 

deceased. The nurse from the hospital stated that the child was ñextremely emaciated, malnourishedò with 

sunken eyes and appearing to weigh about 20 lbs. The physicians examining the child found bruising on 

multiple areas of the body, including the right side of his head, his temple and around his neck.  They also 

found abrasions near his hips and large scabs on his hands.  The nurse contacted the childôs primary care 

physician who stated that the child had not been seen since 2016, when the child was diagnosed with failure 

to thrive and referred for follow-up care. The nurse reported that there may be six children living in the 

home of unknown names and ages.  The Department investigated the father and stepmother for death by 

abuse; cuts, bruises and welts; and malnutrition to his six-year-old son; for inadequate supervision to the 

deceased six-year-old and seven-year-old sibling; and for substantial risk of harm, environment injurious, 

on the remaining children in the home. The childôs three siblings came into care following the death of their 

brother, and are currently with the paternal grandparents. The father and stepmother pleaded guilty to 

murder.  They face at least 20 years in prison. 

 



38 
CHILD DEATH REPORT 

Prior History :  The biological mother of the deceased child was not involved with him at the time of his 

death.  She and the father had four children together (including the now deceased child) but they divorced 

in 2013.  She also had a child from another relationship who resided with her. The father remarried in 2016 

and maintained custody of their four children, then ages eleven, seven, six and five (deceased child).  Also 

residing in the home with the father and step-mother were her two children from a prior relationship who 

were ages twelve and thirteen. In 2013, the thirteen-year-old half-sibling (who resided with the biological 

mother) briefly came into Department care when his mother was psychiatrically hospitalized. The mother 

reported an abusive relationship with the father and the thirteen-year old also reported feeling unsafe with 

the father who reportedly pushed, slapped him and threatened him. A short-term, court supervised intact 

family services case followed.  The mother was compliant with services and in December 2013 the Judge 

closed the case.  In March 2014, the thirteen-year-old half-sibling came into care after he reported his 

motherôs drug use and a subsequent police search found heroin in the home. The child was placed in 

traditional foster care. The child also reported that his stepfather (the father of the deceased child) had abused 

him and expressed concern for his younger siblings. The child remains in placement with a goal of 

independence. The stepmother of the deceased child also had a history with the Department from 2003 

through 2006, involving her two biological children. In December 2003, it was reported by law enforcement 

that she was charged with possession, manufacturing and delivering methamphetamine analog; 

manufacturing and delivery of barbiturate analog, possession of a controlled substance, possession of 

cannabis and endangering life/health of a child. In July 2005, the charges were dismissed, except for 

possession of a controlled substance for which she was sentenced to probation. The Department investigated 

and indicated the mother for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious, but the indicated 

finding was later unfounded on appeal, and has been expunged.  In July 2005, it was reported that the father 

intentionally rear ended the motherôs car while their two children were in the motherôs vehicle. The 

Department investigated and indicated the father for cuts, bruises and welts; indicated the mother and father 

for substantial risk of physical injury by abuse. The investigation has since been expunged. In June 2013, 

the biological mother and maternal grandmother of the deceased child reported that the deceased child and 

his three siblings were at risk of sexual abuse from their paternal grandfather. The investigation was 

unfounded and has since been expunged.  In January 2016, the hotline received a call from the then four-

year-old childôs (deceased child) school reporting concerns about the childôs lack of weight gain and strange 

behaviors with food and eating. The child had lost weight when he returned from Christmas break. The 

teacher said she and the school nurse had met with the childôs father multiple times about his weight, the 

last meeting just before Christmas break. After break, the father reported that the child had been seen by his 

pediatrician, who said the child was okay. The father did not provide any details. The Department 

investigated the father for inadequate food. The Department made an appointment for the child to be seen 

by a doctor at a childrenôs hospital who reported that he did not suspect any abuse or neglect to the child 

and referred him to an endocrinologist, as he believed the childôs poor weight gain could have a medical 

explanation.  The parents never took the child to the second doctor and the Department never followed up 

to ensure the child had been seen by the second doctor. The investigation was unfounded because there was 

believed to be a medical explanation for the childôs low weight. When the investigator met with the family 

for a final visit, the stepmother informed the investigator that the children were fed regularly at home. 
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Child No. 10 DOB: 10/2015 DOD: 11/2017 Homicide 

Age at death: 2 years 

Cause of death: Blunt force head trauma due to child abuse 

Perpetrator: Fatherôs paramour  

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Two-year-old toddler suffered extensive brain injuries and died after he was thrown on the 

floor by his fatherôs twenty-one-year-old paramour. The Department investigated the paramour for head 

injuries, death by abuse, and substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare 

to the toddler.  Additionally, the Department investigated the father for death by neglect, and substantial 

risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to the toddler. The paramour 

initially gave conflicting stories regarding the events that led to the toddlerôs death. However, she 

eventually told police that as she was caring for the toddler and his twin brother, she became increasingly 

frustrated and ñbody slammedò the two-year-old onto the hardwood floor. The paramour did not call 911, 

but did call the father. The father, unaware of the extent of the toddlerôs injuries, transported the toddler 

by personal vehicle to the local hospital where the child was found to have an altered mental status and a 

subdural hematoma with blown and fixated pupils.  The toddler was intubated and airlifted to a childrenôs 

hospital where a craniectomy was performed. Following the procedure, the toddler remained unresponsive 

for five days until he was pronounced deceased, after being taken off life support. A physician who 

reviewed the toddlerôs records opined that, ñif 911 had been called at the initial time of injury, it is possible 

that there would have been a much different outcome.ò The paramour was arrested for homicide and 

indicated for abusive head injuries, death of the toddler, and substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to the toddlerôs twin. The investigation 

against the father was unfounded. An intact family services case was opened, though it was closed two 

weeks later. Following the toddlerôs death, the mother retained primary custody of the surviving twin 

brother. 

Prior History :  In May 2017, the hotline was contacted to report a domestic dispute that occurred 

approximately one block away from the mother and fatherôs home. It was reported that the mother and 

father got into an altercation while the twin infants were left unattended in the home; the children, 

however, were unharmed.  The Department investigated the parents for inadequate supervision and 

substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect. The father 

reported that he had not been home the night before and when he arrived home the following morning, the 

mother confronted him outside and they began to argue. The mother said when she left the twins they were 

both sleeping. The father called police when he realized she left the twins alone for approximately twenty-

five minutes. The mother was indicated for inadequate supervision. In October 2017, another investigation 

was initiated for inadequate supervision, though the report against the mother and father was ñdetermined 

to be not a good faith report of potential abuse or neglect,ò and thus unfounded without further 

investigation.  The parents had an ongoing custody dispute over the twins prior to the toddlerôs death. 

 

 

Child No. 11 DOB: 10/2015 DOD: 12/2017 Homicide 

Age at death: 2 years 

Cause of death: Severe dehydration and malnutrition  

Perpetrator: Mother  

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Full investigation pending 
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Narrative:      Two-year-old medically complex child was found deceased by his mom in his pack-n-play. 

The Department received a call from law enforcement that they were dispatched to the residence of the 

mother. Upon arrival EMS determined that the toddler was deceased and no attempts were made to revive 

him. The residence had a stench and was littered with rubbish and dog feces. In the toddlerôs room, there 

were hypodermic needles found on the floor, along with trash and several soiled diapers next to the pack-

n-play, where the deceased toddler was lying on a lid to a food container. The mother eventually admitted 

to police that she left the child alone from Friday to Sunday. She stated she put food and a water bottle in 

his pack-n-play on Friday. She reported that she returned home on Sunday, opened the door to his room 

and saw that he still had food. Police did not find a water bottle. She did not notice that he was deceased 

until Monday. She admitted the last time she changed his diaper and fed him was on Friday. She noted he 

had sores on his lips on Friday, and she had not bathed him for the past eleven days. She was charged with 

first degree murder and taken into custody; she is awaiting trial. The Department indicated the mother for 

death by neglect; environmental neglect; malnutrition and inadequate supervision. The autopsy report 

determined the cause of death was due to severe dehydration and malnutrition.  The OIG is conducting a 

full investigation of the childôs death. 

Prior History : The toddlerôs maternal grandmother had a history with the Department when the mother 

of the toddler and her siblings came into care in 1999 after nineteen child protection investigations, seven 

of which were indicated.  The family case was closed in 2002, and the mother and her siblings were 

adopted in 2004. The mother kept in contact with her biological mother after the adoption.  The mother 

had a history of uncontrolled diabetes and mental health issues. At the age of twenty, the mother gave 

birth to her son who was born six weeks premature with health conditions, including right arterial 

thrombosis, aphasia, and reflux. In April 2016, the hotline received a call from an anonymous reporter 

stating that the mother was living in unsanitary conditions with her seven-month-old baby. After a formal 

investigation, the mother was unfounded for environmental neglect in May 2016.  The investigator did not 

observe the home to be in the unsanitary condition noted in the narrative, and the early intervention staff 

that were in the home weekly had never reported any concerns. Five months later in September 2016, the 

hotline received a call from a nurse to report possible neglect to the eleven-month-old. The mother had 

called the doctorôs office threatening to take out her sonôs G-tube and cursing at the staff. The Department 

investigated the mother for medical neglect. The baby had missed his last two appointments and missed a 

swallow study.  The investigation was unfounded because the doctor would not diagnose the incident as 

medical neglect. While this investigation was pending, a relative contacted the hotline to report that the 

mother was in the hospital for uncontrolled diabetes, the house was filthy and the baby was residing with 

her. The Department opened a new investigation against the mother for environmental neglect. A safety 

plan was put in place for the baby to stay with his maternal grandmother and she would supervise visits 

between mom and baby. The investigator went to the home and observed the baby to be clean, healthy 

and happy.  The residence was cleaned and the investigation was closed and unfounded against the mother 

for environmental neglect.  In July 2017, a relative contacted the hotline to report concerns that the twenty-

two-month old child was left in a room by himself all day and had pulled out his feeding tube.  The 

Department investigated the mother for inadequate supervision, environmental neglect and medical 

neglect. The mother avoided the investigator and police were called to conduct a welfare check in early 

August 2017.  The officer assisted the investigators in entering the residence by pushing the door open 

against piles of clothing, garbage, and other items covering the floor; they could not enter the home more 

than a four square foot area in the entry way without having to climb over items. The investigator told the 

mother that she could not allow the toddler to live in these conditions.  The mother agreed to allow the 

biological grandmother to take the toddler for the weekend so she could clean the apartment.  She cleaned 

her residence and the toddler returned home. In mid-September 2017, the investigator was informed by 

the biological grandmother that the toddler had a severe diaper rash and the mother was refusing to seek 

medical care. The investigator contacted the mother and accompanied her and the toddler to the emergency 

room. In October 2017, two months prior to the death of the child, the mother was indicated for 

environmental neglect and medical neglect, and unfounded for inadequate supervision. 
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Child No. 12 DOB: 3/2017 DOD: 12/2017 Homicide 

Age at death: 9 months 

Cause of death: Blunt force injuries due to assault  

Perpetrator: Mother  

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation 

Action Taken: Full Investigation pending 

Narrative:      Twenty-four-year old mother contacted 911 to report that her nine-month-old infant was 

unresponsive. The mother initially told police that the infant fell off the bed. The infant was taken by 

ambulance to the hospital where she was found to have skull fractures, facial bruising, brain hemorrhaging 

injury to the liver, and fractures in various stages of healing. The infant was pronounced deceased four 

days later. When questioned by police about the injuries, the mother admitted to picking up the infant and 

throwing her against a dresser in the presence of her two and three-year-old children. When the infant 

continued to cry the mother picked up the infant and threw her against the ground. The mother stated that 

the infant became unconscious and she tried to wake the infant by shaking her. The mother was charged 

with murder and is in jail awaiting trial. The mother was indicated by the Department for the following 

allegations: death; bone fractures; internal injuries; head injuries; and substantial risk of harm by neglect.  

The OIG is conducting a full investigation of the childôs death.  

Prior History :  At the time of the eight-month-oldôs death, there was a pending child protection 

investigation that had been opened the previous month that involved the motherôs five and six-year-old 

children whom were living with a relative. The allegations were that while the children were visiting with 

their mother and her paramour over the weekend one of the children witnessed the paramour push his 

mother against the wall and was pushed to the ground himself by the motherôs paramour.  Prior to the 

eight-month-oldôs death, the investigator on the pending investigation was unaware that the mother also 

had an eight-month-old, two-year-old and three-year-old in her care.   

 

 

Child No. 13 DOB: 10/2017 DOD: 1/2018 Homicide 

Age at death: 3 months 

Cause of death: Closed head injury  

Perpetrator:  Motherôs paramour 

Reason for Review: Pending child protection (paramour) at time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:    Two-month-old infant found by the motherôs live in paramour unresponsive and not 

breathing. The infant was transported to the local hospital and then transported to a childrenôs hospital in 

critical condition, where she was taken off life support and pronounced deceased two days later. The 

mother was at work and was not home at the time; the infant was in the care of the motherôs paramour.  

The Department investigated the momôs paramour for death by abuse and substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious to the infantôs siblings. The infant had global hypoxic ischemic injury and 

there was evidence of retinal hemorrhaging. The injuries were believed to be the result of abuse. The 

paramour had moved into the home the first week of December 2017, the day he had bonded out of jail 

and during a pending investigation with the Department. Law enforcement interviewed the paramour 

regarding the death and he reported giving the infant a bottle, setting the bottled beside the infant and then 

falling asleep. He woke up and found the infant blue and lifeless.  The paramour stated that he attempted 

to call 911 twice and the call wouldnôt go through, so he called the mother at work, and told her the infant 

was not breathing.  The mother ran to her vehicle to go home and call 911. The ambulance arrived and 

transported the infant to the local hospital.  The pathologist stated that, based on the extent of the injuries, 

the infliction of injury would have rendered the infant unconscious instantaneous to several minutes after 

the point of the trauma being inflicted. The pathologist was confident that the cause of injury would have 

occurred during the time the paramour said he had been watching the infant.  The paramour was indicated 

for death by abuse; the allegation for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to the 

infantôs older siblings was unfounded. Neither sibling was home at the time of the incident.  
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Prior History :  At the time of the infantôs death there was a pending child protection investigation 

involving the paramour. In November 2017, the paramour was residing in a different household with his 

girlfriend, her three minor children ages 15, 13, and 2, and his mother. In November 2017, the hotline was 

contacted by law enforcement to report that police responded to a domestic disturbance call made by the 

motherôs fifteen-year-old daughter that her motherôs paramour slapped her on her face. The police 

observed the red mark on the right side of her face and the paramour was arrested.  Law enforcement 

reported that the mother and two minors (the motherôs thirteen-year-old autistic son and the paramourôs 

twelve-year-old sister) were present at the time the incident occurred. The Department investigated the 

paramour for cuts, bruises and welts to the fifteen-year-old girl and for substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious by neglect to the two minor children who witnessed the incident. The mother 

reported that she had been in a relationship with the paramour for four months, she denied domestic 

violence issues or police involvement at the home. She reported police involvement for domestic battery 

with her fifteen-year-old assaulting her on two occasions and that the fifteen-year-old was on an informal 

probation for domestic battery against her. At the time of the incident, the family was having a family 

meeting about tension between the children and the paramour. The fifteen-year-old allegedly dared the 

paramour to hit her and he did. After the incident, the mother asked the father of the fifteen-year-old if she 

could stay with him. The investigator spoke with the children who witnessed the incident and they all 

confirmed the reported incident. The investigator attempted to interview the paramour in jail without 

success. The fifteen-year-old told the investigator that she and the paramour got into an argument. He 

yelled Iôm about ready to smack you and she told him to do it and he did. She then grabbed her motherôs 

phone and called the police.  Eight days later the investigator attempted to see the paramour in jail again 

and was told he had bonded out the day before. The investigator confirmed with the children and the 

mother (ex-girlfriend) that they had not been around the paramour and he had not been to the home since 

he was arrested. In December 2017, the paramour moved in with his new girlfriend (the mother of the 

deceased baby) the day he bonded out of jail.  Two days after the hotline was contacted to report the death 

of the baby, the paramour was indicated for cuts, bruises, and welts and substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious by abuse to the fifteen-year-old and substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious by neglect to his sister.   

 

 

Child No. 14 DOB: 10/2003 DOD: 3/2018 Homicide  

Age at death: 14 years   

Cause of death: Gunshot wound to the abdomen 

Perpetrator: Unrelated peer 

Reason for Review: Youth in care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Fourteen-year-old youth in care was shot in the abdomen by an opposing gang member and 

died.  It was reported that the teen and other members of his gang were in a car when an opposing gang 

shot at the teen. The teen was transported to the hospital and pronounced deceased.  The teen had been on 

run for approximately eight months with minimal communication to family or his caseworker when he 

was shot and killed. The Department did not investigate the death for abuse or neglect. The teenôs child 

case closed after his death. 
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Prior History :  The deceased teen had one sibling who was two years older than him. In October 2014, 

the mother was investigated for inadequate supervision after she left her children with an aunt while she 

went to rehab and never returned to care for them.  The investigation was unfounded. In June 2015, the 

hotline was called to report that the eleven-year-old child had major truancy issues and had missed twenty-

nine days of school and was tardy forty-eight times. The child told the reporter that his parents were 

alcoholics who were drunk all the time, so he often hides from them. The child was also observed to have 

a four-inch scratch on his chest, that his mother admitted to causing, but said the child was out of control.  

The father admitted to having an alcohol problem and has neglected the children due to his addiction.  The 

investigation against the mother for cuts, bruises, welts, abrasions and oral injuries was unfounded and the 

investigation against the mother and father for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to 

health and welfare by neglect was indicated. In August 2015, a case for intact family services was opened 

with recommendations for parenting skills classes, family counseling and substance abuse treatment. The 

two children were under the care of the paternal aunt until November 2015, when they returned to their 

parents. In November 2015, the hotline received a call to report that the children had scabies and that they 

needed a doctorôs note to return to school and that the children were left alone all the time. The 

investigation against the mother for medical neglect and inadequate supervision was unfounded and was 

expunged. The parents did not participate in intact family services, they were constantly moving and they 

wouldnôt communicate with the worker.  By January 2016, the mother informed the worker she wanted 

her case closed. The case was closed unsuccessfully at the end of February due to the family being 

uncooperative.  In September 2016, there were two investigations opened, one against the teensô parents, 

and one against the sisterôs boyfriendôs mother after the hotline received a call to report that the teens were 

homeless. The fifteen-year-old girl was pregnant, due in January and not receiving prenatal care. The girl 

had been living with her boyfriend and his mother, but it was reported they were asked to leave that home. 

The investigation against the mother for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health 

and welfare by neglect was indicated. The children and extended family reported both parents had an 

alcohol use problem and were residing in a foreclosed building with no utilities and with other tenants 

who have substance abuse issues. The investigation against the mother and father for lock out was 

unfounded because there was no evidence the children were turned away from their home. In September 

2016, the Department opened a placement case. The fifteen-year-old girl was placed in the home of fictive 

kin (her boyfriendôs parentsô home). She engaged in services and complied with therapy.  Her goal was 

changed to independence. Her case remains open. In January 2017, the thirteen-year-old brother was 

placed in a specialized foster home. In July 2017, he left the foster home, stole the foster motherôs credit 

card and attempted to make purchases. A child protective warrant was issued for his arrest. In September 

2017, the brother contacted his sister, and she reported that he seemed to be alright. The worker was only 

able to make limited contact with him via social media, as he would not disclose his whereabouts or meet 

with her in person. In March 2018, the worker was notified that the teen was killed. 

 

 

Child No. 15 DOB: 10/1998 DOD: 4/2018 Homicide 

Age at death: 19 years 

Cause of death: Respiratory distress, resulting from being shaken when she was five-months-old 

Perpetrator: Mother 

Reason for Review: Youth in care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Nineteen-year-old youth in care lived in a pediatric residential medical care facility due to 

medical complications, resulting from being shaken when she was five-months-old.  The youth in care 

had gone into respiratory distress, staff from the facility called 911 and the youth was transported to the 

hospital via ambulance and was pronounced deceased. The youth suffered from a seizure disorder, 

blindness, psychomotor developmental retardation, diabetes and hypothyroidism. She was non-

ambulatory, non-verbal, on a ventilator and had a g-tube for feedings.  The mother had an indicated 

investigation for bone fractures, head injuries, risk of harm from March 1999 and when her daughter died 

the Department added death by abuse.  
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Prior History :  In March 1999, the Department investigated the mother for bone fractures, head injuries 

and risk of harm to her five-month-old daughter.  The parents called 911 to report that their five-month-

old was sleepy and quiet which was unusual.  The baby was transported to a childrenôs hospital where she 

was found to have a subdural hematoma, broken clavicle and bleeding behind her retina, indicative of 

abusive head trauma. She was diagnosed with shaken baby syndrome. The mother was arrested and 

charged with aggravated battery to a child. She was sentenced to 20 years in prison.  The mother remained 

in prison until 2016.  The baby stayed in the hospital for a month before she was eventually transferred to 

the pediatric residential medical care facility where she remained until her death.  The childôs case worker 

visited her monthly, as well as an aunt and grandfather.  The father was not involved with his daughter.  

After the mother was released from prison, she sought the reversal of the no-contact order, so she could 

have supervised visits. In April 2017, the mother had a supervised visit with her daughter for the first time.   

 

 

Child No. 16 DOB: 9/2015 DOD: 4/2018 Homicide 

Age at death: 2 years 7 months  

Cause of death: Blunt trauma 

Perpetrator: Motherôs boyfriend 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records   

Narrative:  Two-year-old boy found to be unresponsive by motherôs new twenty-two-year-old live-

in boyfriend.  The boyfriend was babysitting the two and four-year-old children while the mother was at 

work. A neighbor called 911; the toddler was air-lifted from the local hospital to a childrenôs hospital. The 

toddler was put on life support, but never responded and was pronounced dead at the hospital. Physicians 

found multiple skull fractures, head injuries, fractures to ribs and arms, and burns on the back consistent 

with physical abuse. The Department initiated a death investigation. The mother stated that she had noticed 

some bruises on the toddler since her live-in boyfriend had been in the home.  The boyfriend admitted to 

police that he had abused the toddler; he was arrested and charged with first degree murder. The death 

investigation was indicated on the mother for death by neglect to the deceased, inadequate supervision 

and risk of harm for both children.  The live-in boyfriend was indicated for burns, cuts, and welts by abuse 

on both children and death and head injuries by abuse to the deceased. The boyfriend is awaiting trial for 

the murder. Protective custody was taken of the sibling and has been placed in a traditional foster home. 

The mother has a no contact order. The father of the children is incarcerated and had not had contact with 

the children for two years.    

Prior History :  On a Saturday in January 2018, the Department initiated an investigation against the 

mother for inadequate supervision of her four-year-old. The child was found wandering outside. The 

mother reported that she had left the child downstairs while she took the younger child upstairs for a bath. 

When the mother went back downstairs the child was gone; she had left through an open window.  The 

mother contacted a neighbor to watch the younger child while she went to look for the four-year old. The 

four-year-old child had been found by a neighbor who contacted police. The police released the child to 

the mother. The mother reported that she was the only caretaker as she was not working at that time. The 

mother suspected the child had been trying to walk to school as they do during the week; and the child 

had done this once before on a day with no school. The mother reported that she had inquired about putting 

a chain lock on the door and alarms on the windows; however, she lived in public housing and they would 

not allow it.  The investigator advised the mother to move furniture away from the windows so the child 

could not reach them. The investigator conducted a later visit and the mother had been keeping the child 

with her when she went upstairs. The investigation was unfounded. The boyfriend who killed the younger 

child was not part of the household at that time.  
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Child No. 17 DOB: 4/2007 DOD: 6/2018      Homicide 

Age at death: 11 years 

Cause of death: 

Perpetrator: 

Gunshot wounds 

Unknown 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of the childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Eleven-year-old boy was found by his brother shot to death in the home of his father and 

step-mother. The boyôs nineteen-year-old sibling left the home and when he returned an hour later, he 

found his brother unresponsive with blood all around him.  The father and stepmother, who had also just 

returned home, contacted the police. When the police arrived on the scene, they noted the back door to the 

apartment building had been kicked in and the door to the familyôs apartment had also been kicked in. The 

home appeared ransacked. The Department initiated an investigation for allegations of inadequate 

supervision and death by abuse. The inadequate supervision and death by abuse were unfounded on the 

father and step-mother. The   Department indicated an unknown perpetrator for death by neglect. The 

homicide remains unsolved.  

Prior History :  From 2006 through 2012, the mother of the deceased eleven-year-old had four 

investigations, three indicated and one unfounded, that were expunged. In January 2014, an investigation 

opened on the deceasedôs father and stepmother for cuts, welts and bruises to the stepmotherôs six-year-

old and substantial risk of harm to their two year old together.  The school of the six-year-old child 

contacted the hotline to report that the six-year-old child showed up at school with bruises. The police 

were notified and they took protective custody of the six-year-old child and transported her to the hospital.  

The child was noted to have bruises on her left arm, bruise on the corner of her left eye and an abrasion 

on her ear. The child told the school staff that her motherôs paramour hit her. The paramour was arrested. 

When the paramour was released from jail the mother allowed him back in the home around the children 

because the mother did not believe the child.  The Department took custody of the children and placed 

them with relatives. The mother had supervised visits with the children. The paramour (father of the two-

year-old and deceased) was not allowed contact with those children. The investigation was indicated. In 

February 2017, when the children went into subsidized guardianship with a relative when the case was 

closed.  In May 2017, the school contacted the hotline to report that another student had reported that the 

motherôs (mother of the deceased child) fourteen-year-old daughter (half-sibling of the deceased child) 

was smoking marijuana and having sex with an adult male that was living in the home. The Department 

investigated a male (former home health client of the mother who was renting a room from her) for 

substance misuse by abuse and sexual penetration to the fourteen-year-old; investigated the mother for 

substantial risk of sexual abuse to the siblings and substance misuse by neglect. The investigator spoke 

with the assistant principal who told the investigator that when the male was bringing lunch to school he 

confronted him and he denied the allegations. The assistant principal further stated that the girl who 

reported this to the school had been in trouble for smoking marijuana at school and had been arguing with 

the fourteen-year-old. The assistant principal and staff had never witnessed the teen or the mother to be 

under the influence of anything and did not have concerns about the teen. The investigator visited the 

home and all the children denied any sexual abuse, inappropriate touching, physical abuse or drug use. 

The fourteen-year-old also denied any drug use by her or anyone in her household and denied any sexual 

contact with the male. The mother told the investigator her daughter had never said anything to her about 

the male being inappropriate. The mother explained that the male had moved into her basement about a 

year ago and helps with the children from time to time while she works. The mother stated that he was 

like a grandfather to the children.  She denied any drug use in the home. The investigation was unfounded 

on all allegations.  
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Child No. 18 DOB: 12/2003 DOD: 6/2018 Homicide 

Age at death: 14 years  

Cause of death: 

Perpetrator: 

Multiple gunshot wounds 

Unknown  

Reason for Review: Open placement case at the time of childô death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Fourteen-year-old boy was shot and killed at 3:00 a.m. Responding police officers found the 

teen lying unresponsive on the sidewalk with multiple gunshot wounds.  The teen was transported via 

ambulance to the hospital where he was pronounced deceased upon arrival. The teen was a documented 

gang member, and was with his girlfriend when he became engaged in a verbal argument with three 

unknown individuals while at a gas station.  The teen and his girlfriend left the gas station when a dark 

colored vehicle approached them and an occupant of that vehicle exited the vehicle and opened fire, 

striking the teen multiple times.  A criminal investigation into the teenôs murder is pending.  

Prior History :  This family was involved in twelve investigations with the Department from 2006 through 

2018; three investigations were indicated and nine were unfounded. In April 2006, the godmother of the 

then two-year-old boy was investigated for burns, and cuts, welts, bruises, abrasions and oral injuries by 

neglect. The mother stated that the godmother had taken her two children for a few days, as planned, but 

did not return the children as scheduled.  The godmother took the children to the maternal grandmotherôs 

house four days after the scheduled date to return the children, the godmother dropped off the two children 

and ran out of the home. The two-year-old was found to have second degree burns to his left hand, buttocks 

and lower back. The investigation for burns was indicated to an unknown perpetrator for the two-year-

oldôs injuries. From August 2008 through December 2016, this family had nine unfounded investigations 

that were eventually expunged.  The investigations involved a range of allegations, including, substantial 

risk of physical injury/environment injurious; sexually transmitted diseases on a minor child; substantial 

risk of sexual abuse/sibling sexual abuse on a minor child; substance misuse by neglect; substantial risk 

of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare ï incidents of violence or intimidation; 

sexual molestation; inadequate supervision; and substance misuse.  In July 2017, the mother delivered a 

baby girl who tested positive for opiates, cocaine and benzodiazepines.  The mother admitted to using 

heroin and methadone throughout her pregnancy. The mother was investigated and indicated for substance 

misuse to the newborn and substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare 

to her older children. The mother admitted to the investigator that she snorts heroin daily. She was 

unwilling to go into inpatient drug treatment.  The Department was granted temporary custody of all three 

children and they were placed with the maternal aunt. The investigation against the mother was indicated.  

In October 2016, it was reported to the hotline that the twelve-year-old daughter was molested by an adult 

cousin.  The report was unfounded because the mother would not consent to a forensic interview for her 

daughter. One year later, the same allegation was reported to the hotline.  The cousin was living in the 

home with the twelve-year-old and her brother.  The motherôs whereabouts were unknown.  The twelve-

year-old reported the molestation to her mother, but she did not believe the mother reported it.  The 

Departmentôs investigation against the cousin was indicated.  A criminal case is pending against the 

cousin.  
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UNDETERMINED  

 

Child No. 19 DOB: 11/2015 DOD: 2/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 1 year 

Cause of death: Undetermined  

Reason for Review: Youth in care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   One-year-old found unresponsive by his forty-seven-year-old maternal grandfather who is 

also the licensed relative foster parent. The grandfather reported that he put the baby to bed and checked 

on him in the morning and found him unresponsive. He called for the great grandmother to begin CPR 

and he called 911. The grandfather, the baby and the babyôs sister, whom the grandfather has guardianship 

of, were staying with the great-grandmother temporarily while the home they were moving into was being 

finished.  The baby had a history of medical problems including respiratory issues, with a hospitalization 

for pneumonia, a past bowel obstruction requiring surgery and a prior need for a feeding tube.  The 

Department investigated the death and the grandfather was unfounded for death by neglect. There was no 

evidence of injury or trauma and the medical examiner was unable to determine the cause of death.  

Prior History :  The mother suffered a traumatic brain injury from an accident as a child resulting in 

cognitive delays. The mother has an extensive history with the Department. In June 2014, the mother was 

investigated for inadequate supervision when the mother gave birth. She had decided for the newborn to 

be privately adopted, but the mother then stated she wanted to keep the newborn. The mother left the 

hospital saying she was going to get a car seat for the newborn and never returned. According to later 

information, that newborn was adopted. The investigation was unfounded and eventually expunged. In 

November 2015, the mother was investigated for substantial risk of harm by neglect when it was reported 

that following the birth of the motherôs third child (the deceased baby), there was concern by hospital staff 

about the motherôs ability to care for the newborn due to her cognitive disabilities, a history of domestic 

violence, and her lack of a stable home.  The mother left the hospital before the investigator could see her 

and the doctor took protective custody of the newborn. The investigator located the mother who stated 

that she was not able to take care of the newborn at that time but she wanted her father to have him. The 

mother shared that the father of the baby also could not care for the newborn. The investigator met with 

the grandfather who took in the newborn and the investigator referred him for extended family support 

services to assist with guardianship. The investigation against the mother was indicated.  In January 2016, 

the mother was investigated for substantial risk of harm by neglect when it was reported that her two-

month-old baby (the deceased baby) was in the hospital with pneumonia and required a feeding tube. The 

mother had agreed when the baby was born to give guardianship to the grandfather; however, the mother 

was not cooperating and allowing the grandfather to have guardianship. The mother told the investigator 

that she changed her mind and wanted the baby to go home with her to her grandmotherôs house. The 

great-grandmother said she could not care for the baby and that mother would not be appropriate for the 

baby. The baby came into care and remained with the grandfather as a foster placement. The grandfather 

and worker were seeking early intervention services for the baby. The mother was not involved. The 

mother was indicated for substantial risk of harm by neglect.  After the death of the baby, the mother had 

three more children, including twins, that were taken into care.  

 

 

Child No. 20 DOB: 3/2017 DOD: 7/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 3 ½ months  

Cause of death: Undetermined  

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative:        Three-and-a-half-month-old was found unresponsive by a nine-year-old child in the home 

of her siblingôs grandmother, where she and her siblings had spent the night.  The grandmother was caring 

for the five children, including two of her own, the infant and the infantôs two siblings. The grandmother 

reported placing the children in the same bed because it was a hot night and the bedroom had air 

conditioning.  She stated that she last saw and fed the infant around 4 a.m. and put her back in bed with 

the other children. The Department investigated the grandmother for death by neglect and for substantial 

risk/environment injurious by neglect to the other children in the house. The grandmother told the 

investigator that she was hesitant to care for the infant based on her own poor health related to breathing 

problems.  During the investigation, the grandmother tested positive for substances and reported that she 

had used heroin and that her last usage was the day prior to the infantôs death and approximately two-and-

a-half hours before the infant and two siblings were brought to her home. The Department was granted 

temporary custody of the grandmotherôs children.  The investigation against the grandmother was 

indicated.   

Prior History :  In October 2016, law enforcement contacted the hotline to report the mother with her two 

children and her friend with her two children drove to a maleôs house to start a fight with him. When they 

got to the maleôs house, the mother got out of the car and walked in the street screaming that he was hitting 

her. The four children were in the car during this incident. The mother fled with her two-year-old daughter, 

leaving her other child with her friend who was a sex offender. The Department investigated the friend for 

substantial risk of sexual abuse-sex offender. The investigator made numerous good faith attempts to see 

the subjects in person, but was unsuccessful. The investigator left her contact information and did receive 

two phone calls and was told by the mother not to go to her house or she would report her for harassment. 

The case was unfounded, because the subjects were unable to be located; and were uncooperative with the 

investigation. This investigation has since been expunged.  

 

 

Child No. 21 DOB: 9/2015 DOD: 7/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 22 months 

Cause of death: Drowning in a pool 

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Twenty-two-month-old toddler in the care of his grandparents was found unresponsive face 

down in their pool.  The fifty-three-year-old grandmother and grandfather were watching their grandchild 

while the mother was working.  The grandmother was in the home with the toddler when she went to the 

bathroom, leaving the toddler in the kitchen where the patio door was open, but the screen was closed. 

When the grandmother went back into the kitchen she heard the toddler making a grunting sound.  She 

immediately began looking for him in the house, including the basement and bedrooms. She then went 

outside where the grandfather was and asked if he was with the toddler; he was not.  The grandparents 

enlisted the help of neighbors to look for the toddler and started checking the backyard of the home, where 

the above ground pool was, but not looking inside the pool. The grandmother went back in the home, 

calling the toddler and while looking out the kitchen window she saw her grandchild face down on the 

surface of the above ground pool.  The toddler was unresponsive and the grandparents began CPR before 

paramedics arrived.  The toddler was transported to the hospital where he was later pronounced deceased. 

The Department investigated the death, indicating the grandmother for inadequate supervision and death 

by neglect.  The family was referred for intact family services including grief counseling and parenting 

education.  The family did cooperate with recommended services and the intact case was closed in 

November 2017.   
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Prior History :  In December 2016, the hotline received a call from law enforcement stating that the 

maternal grandmother left her seven-year-old grandchild home alone.  The children and their mother lived 

with the maternal grandparents during this time.  The Sheriff explained that the mother was at work and 

the grandmother had taken the childôs sibling to the doctor and may have forgotten that the child did not 

go to school that morning.  Later that afternoon the child protection investigator visited the home.  The 

seven-year-old child told the investigator that after his grandmother left he called 911; however, the seven-

year-old would not answer any other questions asked by the investigator and neither would his older 

brother.  The grandmother told the investigator that her seven-year-old grandson had missed the bus and 

since his older brother stayed home for a doctorôs appointment, she allowed the seven-year-old to stay 

home.  When they got ready to go to the doctor her seven-year-old grandson refused to get in the car, she 

told him she would leave him home alone if he didnôt get in the car. He refused to get in the car and she 

left.  The seven-year-old then called 911 immediately. The grandmother felt he would be safe by himself, 

but said she wouldnôt do that again. The mother shared that her son can be oppositional and stubborn, and 

that it is often a daily fight to get him on the bus for school. However, he is good once he gets to school 

and he behaves in Cub Scouts. The investigator discussed the possibility of a behavioral contract with the 

seven-year-old and counseling. The mother reported that she felt her mother leaving him home alone 

would not happen again and they would be seeking ways to deal with his occasional oppositional behavior. 

The following day the investigator spoke with a collateral contact, a relative, who reported no concerns.  

The investigator also spoke with the school social worker who had no concerns about abuse or neglect.  

The investigator then spoke with her supervisor and the grandmother was indicated for inadequate 

supervision.  

 

  

Child No. 22 DOB: 6/2015  DOD: 8/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 2 years old 

Cause of death: Undetermined  

Reason for Review: Child welfare services referral within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:  Two-year-old found unresponsive in the morning by her twenty-year-old mother. The child 

was sleeping on a pallet in the living room while the mother was sleeping on a nearby couch. The mother 

called 911. The fire department responded and found the child in cardiac arrest.  They attempted to start 

intraosseous infusion in the left leg, but before medication could be started, they had arrived at the hospital.  

At the hospital, the child was found to be cold with signs of rigor mortis so resuscitation efforts were 

ceased and the child was pronounced dead at 8:55 am in August 2017. The child had been seen by multiple 

medical care providers just prior to her death for what started as a rash on her face. The child was seen in 

the emergency room for the rash and was discharged; she was then seen in clinic the day before her death 

and the records showed she was diagnosed with Auto-erythrocyte sensitization syndrome, which is a blood 

clotting disorder. The child had a history of chronic ear infections, GERD and her tonsils and adenoids 

removed.  An autopsy was performed, and a bruise on the face was confirmed, consistent with blunt 

trauma, as well as a bite on the childôs tongue, which was also documented by medical professionals prior 

to her death; no plausible explanation was provided.  The pathologist completing the autopsy wrote that 

although the definitive cause of death could not be determined they theorized that the death may have been 

caused by asphyxiation or terminal seizure, as indicated by brain swelling and bite on the tongue, but 

seizures cannot be determined post-mortem. The mother was investigated for death by abuse, cuts welts 

and bruises to the infant, and substantial risk to the sibling. During the investigation, the family agreed to 

a safety plan where the sibling could stay with the maternal grandmother.  The sibling was also given a 

full body scan; no injuries or abnormalities were found.  All the parties in the household were interviewed 

by the police regarding the bruises found on the deceased child.  In May 2018, the death investigation was 

unfounded.  
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Prior History :  In May 2017, the Department received a call to the hotline from a physician requesting 

assistance for the mother. The doctor shared that the mother, during an appointment for her other child 

(the deceased childôs only sibling) the day before, told him that she had been homeless for a little more 

than a week.  The mother told the office that she was going to be staying with her father and gave the 

office an address. The doctor requested that any available services be offered. That same day, a child 

welfare worker called the physician who reiterated her concerns. The worker reached out to the mother 

through both phone and letters, including sending her a list of resources for the mother and her children. 

In June 2017, the mother called the worker. The mother said the clinic told her that the Department would 

be calling and she was afraid that the Department would come and take away her children. The worker 

explained that the clinic did not report any abuse or neglect they just wanted to know if services could be 

offered to assist with educating her on services available in the community. The mother said she would 

review the packet of information the worker sent. The worker asked the mother to call if she had any 

questions. Following the discussion with the mother the child welfare services referral was closed. 

 

 

Child No. 23 DOB: 7/2017 DOD: 9/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 2 months 

Cause of death: Sudden unexplained infant death 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Two-month-old found by his father face down in his pack-n-play not breathing.  The father 

called 911 and the infant was transported to the hospital via ambulance.  The Department investigated the 

mother and father for death by neglect. The police and the child protection investigator observed a soft 

bed pillow, many blankets, a bottle and toys in the crib. The parents reported that the infant was sick with 

respiratory issues and a fever for a few days prior to his death. The mother stated that she propped the 

infant up with a pillow and upon waking for work in the morning she did not check on the infant. The 

parents stated that the infant did not wake up for a feeding during the night.  The autopsy found that the 

death was a result of positional asphyxiation. The parents were both indicated for death by neglect. The 

Department offered intact family services; however, the family did not engage and the matter was closed 

unsuccessfully in December 2017. 

Prior History :  In March 2017, the hotline received a call to report that the motherôs seventeen-year-old 

daughter told her teacher that her motherôs paramour punched her in the eye. The reporter stated that the 

teenôs eye was swollen shut with a small cut on her eyebrow.  It was reported that the paramour was upset 

when the teen called him a loser and he punched her. The Department investigated the mother and 

paramour for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare to the 

motherôs seventeen-year-old daughter. The child protection investigator met with the mother, paramour 

and adult sibling of the teen who all stated that she fell on the bathroom floor and that the teen has 

behavioral issues.  The adult sibling denied that there was any fighting or hitting in the home and denied 

the paramour being mean to anyone in the house.  The investigator met with the teen who stated that she 

made the entire story up and she had slipped on the bathroom floor. In April 2017, the investigation was 

unfounded.   

 

 

Child No. 24 DOB: 5/2017 DOD: 9/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 4 months  

Cause of death: Undetermined   

Reason for Review: Child welfare services referral within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative: Four-month-old baby found unresponsive by her mother who was in bed with her mother 

and her four-month-old sibling.  The mother contacted 911; the paramedics arrived and began working on 

the baby; she was transported to the hospital where she was pronounced deceased. The police contacted 

the hotline to report the babyôs death.   The mother reported that she woke up to find the baby unresponsive 

in bed. According to the mother, the baby had been sick with a cold for a couple of days before her death. 

The baby was sleeping in an adult bed with her mother. An investigation for death by neglect was initiated 

against the mother. The child protection investigator spoke to the treating physician, who stated that the 

baby was deceased upon arrival to the hospital. The doctor reported that the mother was appropriately 

surprised and upset; there was no indication that the mother was under the influence of drugs or alcohol.  

The medical examiner ruled the death undetermined, but found no evidence of abuse or neglect. The 

medical examiner reported that the death may have been natural, due to disease of an undiagnosed genetic 

cardiac condition, which can cause dysrhythmia and may have no finding at autopsy. The child protection 

investigation was unfounded due to the autopsy findings and that the incident did not rise to the level of 

blatant disregard.  

Prior History : Within a week of the infantôs birth, the Department received two child welfare referral 

requests from hospital staff to help connect the family to community services; however, the mother refused 

to give her address to hospital staff, which delayed the Department in contacting the family for months. 

The week before the infant died, the Department contacted the family and the mother reported she was no 

longer in need of assistance because she received help from a community organization. The child welfare 

referrals were closed after the death of the baby.   

 

 

Child No. 25 DOB: 10/2011 DOD: 9/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 5 years (six days shy of 6th birthday) 

Cause of death: Asphyxia due to unexplained cause; physical and environmental neglect 

contributing  

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:  Nineteen-year-old stepmother reported to police that the five-year-old had been napping and 

had wet the bed so she cleaned the mattress before leaning the mattress and box spring against the wall. 

She then made a pallet on the floor and the child went back to sleep. The stepmother reported finding the 

mattress and box spring on top of the child when she went back into the room in the early evening. 

Emergency services transported the child to the hospital where he was pronounced dead. Doctors observed 

contusions on the childôs head and chest and lacerations on the childôs legs not appearing to be consistent 

with the story. The police reported that the stepmotherôs fifty- year- old mother was also at the home and 

may have been the caretaker at the time. The childôs twenty-three-year-old father was reportedly not inside 

the home at the time of the incident. The father, once at the hospital, reported that the child had fallen from 

an all-terrain-vehicle a few days before, but only had minor injuries. Investigations were initiated for 

allegations of death and substantial risk of physical injury for the one-year-old sibling on the stepmother, 

the stepmotherôs mother and the father. The stepmother gave birth a week after the death. That baby and 

the one-year-old sibling of the deceased were taken into custody and placed in traditional care. The 

investigation was indicated for death by abuse to the child, and substantial risk to the siblings by the 

stepmother and father. The step-grandmother was unfounded for death by abuse and substantial risk.  
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Prior History :  The father had prior Department involvement.  The father and the deceasedôs mother had 

been indicated for failure to thrive on the then seven-month-old sibling in November 2014.  The family 

was offered intact services, but refused. In January 2016, the parents were unfounded for substantial risk 

of physical injury by neglect to then four-year-old deceased, and two siblings, then ages one-and-a-half 

years and three months old. The following month, February 2016, they were unfounded for environmental 

neglect and inadequate supervision. Those investigations have been expunged. In April 2016, the parents 

had separated. The two younger siblings were living with the mother in Missouri and the deceased was 

living with the father in Illinois. The mother brought the deceased to the doctor during a visit as the child 

appeared to have lost weight. The father was unfounded for failure to thrive, but indicated for medical 

neglect when it was found that there was a mistake in weight recording, but the father had not followed 

up on gastroenterology appointment for the child. The investigator assured the appointment was kept 

before closing the investigation. The father was offered intact services, but refused. The last contact before 

the death was in November 2016 after the birth of the deceasedôs half sibling. Hospital staff called as they 

suspected the mother, who had a black eye, may have been abused by the father. The hospital wanted to 

assure the safety of the mother and the baby considering the fatherôs prior history of indicated failure to 

thrive and medical neglect. That investigation was unfounded and expunged. 

 

 

Child No. 26 DOB: 8/2017 DOD: 9/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 6 weeks  

Cause of death: Undetermined  

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:    Twenty-six-year-old mother reported finding her six-week-old son unresponsive in bed with 

her when she awoke in the early morning.  The mother reported that she and her two children live with 

the maternal grandmother. The mother reportedly woke up around 1:00 a.m. and fed the infant and then 

placed the infant in the queen size bed with her and the three-year-old sibling, though she reported the 

infant usually slept in the bassinet.  The mother awoke at around 4:00 a.m. and noticed the infant was not 

breathing and had blood on his onesie. The maternal grandmother attempted mouth-to-mouth resuscitation 

while the mother called 911.The paramedics arrived and transported the baby to the hospital where he was 

pronounced deceased.   The Department investigated the mother for death by neglect and risk of harm to 

her three-year-old child. The medical examiner noted no evidence of trauma and a clean toxicology screen; 

there was no clear cause of death. The pathologist reported that the child could have died from a cardiac 

dysrhythmia which would not show upon autopsy, but since the baby was in an unsafe sleep environment 

it is possible the infant died from that. As there was no way to determine if the infant died of natural causes 

or asphyxia, the death was signed out as undetermined. In December 2017, the investigation was 

unfounded.  
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Prior History :   In May 2017, the Department received a call to the hotline from law enforcement 

reporting that they had been called because someone found a three-year-old wandering alone in the late 

morning.  The person who found the child took him into the nearby library where there was an off-duty 

officer who searched for the parents for an hour before taking protective custody of the child.  The officers 

noted that the child was dressed appropriately and did not have any bruises or marks. The report was taken 

for investigation of inadequate supervision.  The child protection investigator went to the police station.  

The police explained that a local homeless man found the child and later recalled that he was the grandchild 

of a woman who worked nearby.  They first contacted the grandmotherôs place of work and then the 

mother called police within the hour to report her son missing. The investigator spoke with the mother 

who explained that she and her mother (the maternal grandmother) left the home to go shopping and she 

left her three-year-old son home with her fifteen-year-old brother (maternal uncle). Her son and brother 

were sleeping when they left the house. The mother woke up her brother asking him to watch the three-

year-old and he agreed to do so.  When the mother and maternal grandmother retuned home about two 

hours later, she could not find her three-year-old son and she called police.  The mother did acknowledge 

that the three-year-old could unlock the door.  The investigator told the mother to install a lock higher up 

on the door and out of the reach of the child. The investigator completed a home safety checklist and 

informed the mother the importance of separate sleeping space for children because of the risk of rollover, 

as the mother was pregnant at the time.  July 2017, the investigation was unfounded and has since been 

expunged.  

 

 

Child No. 27 DOB: 10/2013 DOD: 10/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 3 ½ years 

Cause of death: Complications of ligature related asphyxia 

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:    Three-year-old child suspended from a belt looped through hangers in a closet.  The child 

was found by the motherôs twenty-nine-year-old roommate. The roommate took the child down and got 

the twenty-five-year-old mother who was taking a bath at the time. The mother instructed the roommate 

to call 911. The child and a two-year-old sibling were playing in a bedroom closet (no door on the closet). 

Police theorize that the child stood on a pile of clothes to reach toys on a shelf and the preschoolerôs head 

was caught in a belt looped on hangers. In a struggle, the child kicked the clothes out from underneath her 

feet and was strangled. Police closed out the death as accidental. The Department investigated the death; 

the mother was unfounded for death and substantial risk of harm on the other children and the roommate 

was indicated for inadequate supervision.  
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Prior History :  The mother, who had her first child at age thirteen, has, in addition to the deceased, two 

children older and two children younger than the deceased.  Prior to the childôs death the mother had seven 

investigations for neglect, five that were unfounded and have been expunged and two that were indicated. 

Three of the investigations were in January and February 2014, where the older children missed their bus 

or the mother was not at the bus stop to pick up the younger child after the schedule was changed. A fourth 

investigation came in November 2014 when it was alleged that the younger of the two school aged children 

missed the bus and walked to school without gloves. The mother was unfounded for neglect. In December 

2015, a Department worker assigned a child welfare services referral called the hotline reporting the 

mother did not have any food or furniture in the home and was not allowing the worker to see the children. 

The report was investigated for inadequate food and substantial risk of harm. The investigator visited the 

home finding the mother using the stove/oven for heat and the baby sleeping on the air mattress. The 

mother reported that she had just moved and didnôt have any money. The investigator provided the mother 

with a Pack-and-Play and other supplies, but again found the mother using the stove/oven for heat and the 

baby on the air mattress during a second visit to the home. The investigator cautioned the mother, arranged 

for furniture to be donated, and for the mother to get her public assistance and Medicaid cards re-

established. The investigator unfounded the inadequate food allegation, but indicated the mother for 

substantial risk of harm. The investigator offered intact case services, but the mother refused. The 

following month, January 2016, the hotline was called when the eight-year-old refused to get on the bus 

to go home; the child feared getting in trouble for getting poor marks in school. The mother was unfounded 

for substantial risk of harm.  In December 2016, the mother was indicated for inadequate clothing and 

inadequate supervision when the eight-year old sibling missed the bus and began walking to school in sub-

zero weather. The mother reported that she had taken the child to the building foyer early enough for the 

bus, but then left the child down there before the child got on the bus. The child reported running after the 

bus realizing it had passed and did not put on his hat and mittens. The mother agreed that either she or the 

eleven-year-old sibling would wait with the child to assure the eight-year-old gets on the bus. The case 

was signed out with a referral for community based services.  

 

 

Child No. 28 DOB: 8/2017 DOD: 10/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 7 weeks  

Cause of death: Undetermined 

Reason for Review: Open intact case at the time of childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:    Seven-week-old infant found unresponsive by his mother in a twin bed between her and his 

two siblings. The mother reported that she fell asleep sitting propped up with pillows behind her back 

against the wall in a twin sized bed with the infant in her arms. The mother woke up to find that the infant 

must have rolled out of her arms into the middle of the bed between her and the infantôs two siblings (three 

years and eleven months). The infant was unresponsive. The mother carried the infant into the maternal 

grandfatherôs room, whom the family was living with at the time; the grandfather attempted CPR; 911was 

called and the paramedics transported the infant to the hospital via ambulance where the infant was 

pronounced deceased. The Department investigated and indicated the mother for death by neglect, as the 

mother reported that the infant slept in a pack-n-play; however, the pack-n-play was full of ñstuff.ò The 

sibling reported that the four of them slept in the twin bed regularly and that the infant did not sleep in the 

pack-n-play.  The siblings were taken into protective custody and were placed with the maternal 

grandfather.  The children are doing very well with the grandfather, who is assisted in caretaking by his 

sister.   
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Prior History :  The mother had a history with child welfare in another state and was to have bi-weekly 

contact with Child Welfare.  The mother had been living with her father for only a short time when the 

infant died. The mother had an intact case open with the Department in Illinois when the infant died. In 

November 2016, the hotline was called by an anonymous reporter saying that the mother and father of the 

deceased infantôs two siblings at the time were heroin users and had a significant history of domestic 

violence.  The Department investigated and unfounded both parents for significant risk of harm, as there 

was insufficient evidence of risk of harm to the two children. In March 2017, the hotline was called by law 

enforcement, following a verbal altercation between the mother and father of the deceased infantôs siblings 

and the maternal grandmother.  Both parents tested positive for drugs.  The Department investigated and 

indicated both parents for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare 

by neglect and an intact case was opened, which remained open when the infant died. In August 2017, the 

hotline was called by the hospital as the deceased infant was born substance exposed with methadone in 

his system.  The infant was addicted to methadone at birth and remained in the hospital for about three 

weeks for addiction treatment. The Department investigated and unfounded the mother for substantial risk 

of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect, as the only substance involved 

was methadone. 

 

 

Child No. 29 DOB: 1/2016 DOD: 10/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 1 ½ years 

Cause of death: Undetermined  

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   One-and-half-year-old was found on the floor not breathing by the motherôs twenty-seven-

year-old friend and was pronounced deceased.  It was reported that the twenty-five-year-old mother went 

upstairs to her friendôs apartment with her one-and-half-year-old daughter the night before. The friendôs 

seven and eight-year-old children were also in the home. Everyone in the apartment had fallen asleep and 

sometime during the early morning hours, the mother woke up and went back down to her own apartment.  

She observed her daughter asleep on the couch with her friend and the other children, and didnôt want to 

wake her up, so she left her there.  The mother also did not wake up her friend to tell her she was leaving 

her apartment.  The friend woke up at approximately 4 a.m. and found the baby on the floor not breathing. 

As part of the autopsy, it was determined after an expert review of x-rays taken of the baby, that she had 

a linear non-displaced right parietal skull fracture.  The forensic pathologist indicated that the autopsy 

found no evidence of significant natural disease, injury, active infection, congenital anomaly, 

malformations, metabolic disorders or malignancy. Medical records obtained during the autopsy found 

that in June 2017, the baby had been seen in the emergency room after a fall at a community pool. The 

baby was also seen in September 2017 for vomiting with blood, and in October 2017 for vomiting; 

however, she was not reported to be ill at the time of death. The child protection investigation remains 

pending.   
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Prior History :  In June 2017, the hotline received a call from a friend/neighbor to report that she 

witnessed the deceased babyôs babysitter (the friend who found the deceased baby in October 2017) 

harming the baby.  She reported that the babysitter slapped the baby in the back, causing the baby to hit 

her head off the wall several times, leaving a knot on the babyôs forehead.  The babysitter tried to blame 

the mother saying the child fell in the pool.  The babysitter would hit the baby causing the baby to fall on 

the floor; she also yells and swears at the baby. This reporter was no longer staying with the babysitter as 

the babysitter told her to leave. The reporter was now staying in a shelter. The Department investigated 

the babysitter for cuts, bruises and welts. The investigator interviewed the babysitter, who reported that 

she had never hit or pushed the baby.  The babysitter stated that the baby had fallen and hit her head at a 

pool and said the mother was with her and they took the baby to the hospital for treatment. The medical 

records did confirm this account of events and it was noted in the records that a child abuse screen was 

also completed.  The babysitter added that she recently had a friend staying with her and she told the friend 

to leave.  The former friend had become upset and told people she was going to call the Department to 

retaliate against her. The investigator also spoke with the babysitterôs two children who confirmed that 

that baby had fallen at the pool and said that their mother did not hit the baby.  The investigator interviewed 

the mother and she did observe the child to have a bruise on her forehead. The mother confirmed the baby 

had fallen and hit her head at the pool; she denied that anyone ever hit the baby. The mother stated that 

she never had an issue with the babysitter and confirmed that she did have someone living with her.  The 

investigation was unfounded and has since been expunged.   

 

 

Child No. 30 DOB: 10/2017 DOD: 11/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 23 days 

Cause of death: Asphyxia by unknown means 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Three-week-old infant was found unresponsive by his teenaged parents and was later 

pronounced deceased. The seventeen-year-old mother was at the maternal grandfatherôs house with her 

two children and their father.  While the mother was giving her one-and-a-half-year-old a bath the 

seventeen-year-old father was changing the infant. The father admitted to police that he was frustrated 

with the infant; shook him and threw him down on the bed.  The infant subsequently fell off the bed and 

onto a hammer that was lying on the floor.  The father stated that the infant was fussy and he was tired. 

The father placed the infant in bed with him and rolled over onto the infant. The infant began vomiting, 

turning pale and became unresponsive. The father was criminally charged with aggravated battery to the 

infant, although the charges were subsequently dropped.  The Department took protective custody of the 

sibling and the sibling was placed in a traditional foster home.  An autopsy found the cause of death to be 

asphyxia by unknown means. The autopsy showed multiple minor injuries. The infant was in an unsafe 

sleeping environment. The investigation against the mother and father for substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious by neglect to the sibling was indicated. The investigation against the father 

for cuts, bruises, welts; bone fractures; and death by abuse was indicated.  
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Prior History :  The unfounded child protection investigation involved the teenaged motherôs parents. In 

July 2017, it was reported to the hotline that the mother left the father and their three children to have an 

affair with another man. Six days prior to the report there was a domestic incident that involved the mother, 

father and the motherôs paramour. The mother went after the father with ñcar strapsò and the father 

punched the motherôs paramour in the presence of the children; the father was given a ticket for battery. 

Four days later, the mother went to the fatherôs house to see the children and she started hitting the father. 

The landlord contacted police and the mother was arrested for battery.  The mother has possible bi-polar 

disorder with heroin use and the father has a cognitive delay. The Department investigated the mother and 

father for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious by neglect to the deceased infantôs teen 

mother and her siblings.  The investigator met the father who had obtained an order of protection against 

the mother and the kids were included in the order of protection.  The father reported that the mother left 

two weeks ago and was dating someone.  The mother came to the home demanding the father buy her 

things and began hitting him. The father believes the mother and her paramour are on drugs. The infantôs 

teenaged mother reported that her mother came to the home the other day asking her dad to buy her things; 

she stated her mother started "wigging out"; and her mother was hitting her father.  She further reported 

that her sister told her mother she needed to leave if she was going to act like that and her mother started 

hitting her.  The investigator met with the teenaged motherôs two siblings who both reported that the 

mother hits their father in front of them. The children reported that the motherôs paramour had been 

threatening their father.  The children were staying with their aunt and were clean and appropriately 

dressed. No outward signs of abuse or neglect. The paternal aunt stated that the teenaged mother and her 

one-year-old daughter stayed with her and that the teenaged mother was having issues with truancy. She 

also stated that she assists with the care of the other children and will continue to help out with the kids. 

In September 2017, the investigator met with the children and they reported that things were fine at home 

with their mother not being around. The teenaged mother was pregnant with her second child and was 

receiving prenatal care. The investigation was unfounded.   

 

 

Child No. 31 DOB: 9/2017 DOD: 11/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 2 months 

Cause of death: Pending Autopsy 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Two-month-old infant found unresponsive by her mother; 911 was contacted and the infant 

was transported to the hospital where she was pronounced deceased. The Department opened an 

investigation against the mother for death by neglect.  The detective on the case reported that the parents 

admitted to drinking and smoking marijuana on the evening the infant died.  The parents stated that the 

infant had initially fallen asleep in the swing. After the child fell asleep, the parents drank and smoked 

marijuana. The mother woke up to feed the infant and fell asleep with the infant in bed with her. When 

the mother awoke, she was facing the wall and the infant was turned to the side behind the mother. The 

two-year-old and one-year-old siblings were upstairs with the maternal grandmother with whom they lived 

with at the time of this incident.  It was also reported that the house was dirty and infested with roaches. 

There was garbage and rotten food on the counter tops, floor and tables. The house had an odor.  There 

was marijuana paraphernalia confiscated out of the home. The Department added an allegation against the 

mother and father for environmental neglect to the infant and her sibling. The family agreed to a safety 

plan. The medical examiner reported initial findings that there was no indication that the infant died of 

abuse or trauma; the infant was diagnosed with Downs Syndrome and kidney issues.  This was likely a 

layover death, but they were waiting for toxicology. In July 2018, the toxicology results found that the 

infant had isopropyl alcohol (rubbing alcohol) in his tissues. Additional forensic testing was needed. The 

child protection death investigation remains pending due to outstanding autopsy and the need for an MDT 

(multi-disciplinary team) meeting to discuss findings of the autopsy.  The family agreed to intact family 

services. The family was referred for a substance abuse assessment, grief counseling, and ongoing 

monitoring of the home. The intact family services case was closed successfully in June 2018. 
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Prior History :  The father had a history with the Department as a child. He was the subject in six 

investigations as a child and was a youth in care at different times between 1997 and 2004. In May 2015, 

the mother and father were investigated for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to 

health and welfare to their five-month-old daughter, when it was reported that there was a domestic 

violence incident that took place between the mother and father in the presence of their baby.  While the 

mother was holding the baby she and the father began ñswinging at each otherò and the mother dropped 

the baby.  The investigation was indicated. In July 2016, the mother was investigated for cuts, bruises, 

welts, abrasions and oral injuries; inadequate food; and for substantial risk of physical injury/environment 

injurious to health and welfare ï incidents of violence or intimidation, when it was reported that the mother 

pinches her one-and-a-half-year-old baby on her legs, arms and stomach so the baby will cry. The baby 

was reported to have small bruises on her arms.  The mother also was reported to pick up the one-and-a-

half-year-old baby and five-month-old baby by their wrists, holding them up and dangling them in the air.  

The investigation was unfounded and eventually expunged. In January 2017, there was an unfounded 

investigation against the father for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and 

welfare-incidents of violence or intimidation to his eight-year-old brother, who was staying with the father 

for a few nights and reported that the father punched him to keep him awake to play video games. The 

father denied this and the investigation was unfounded. 

 

 

Child No. 32 DOB: 8/2017 DOD: 11/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 2 ½ months  

Cause of death: Sudden Unexpected Infant Death 

Reason for Review: Child of a youth in care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Two-and-half-month-old infant found unresponsive laying on her back in her crib by her 

mother at 9:00 a.m. There were no known concerns regarding the scene or the crib. The mother and infant 

were visiting a maternal cousin. The mother stated that she last saw the infant alive at 5:30 a.m.  The 

mother woke up and found the infant unresponsive and attempted to perform CPR and the cousin called 

911.  The ambulance was taking too long, so the cousin drove the family to the hospital where the infant 

was pronounced deceased. The infant was found to have blood in her lungs and appeared to have spit up 

blood.  The infant also had a small rash to her forehead, but no other known injuries. The investigator 

spoke with the infantôs pediatrician who had no concerns. The autopsy found no known medical history 

documented, no foul play, no traumatic injuries on examination, skeletal survey was negative for trauma 

or deformity and toxicology was negative. The manner of death was ruled undetermined, cause of death 

was determined to be sudden unexpected infant death. The investigation against the mother for death by 

neglect was unfounded.  
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Prior History :  The father was a youth in care from 2002 through 2014, when he aged out of care. He 

had a son in August 2014 who came into care in May 2016 and the case closed in January 2017, when the 

child was returned home to his father. The mother became a youth in care when she and her siblings were 

placed with relatives in December 2010, after a failed intact family services case from January 2010. The 

mother moved around between relatives and unauthorized placements. In 2014, the motherôs goal was 

changed to independence. In July 2015, the mother gave birth to her first child. The caseworker brought 

her a pack-n-play and discussed safe sleep.  The mother was working with a parenting coach and 

completed a new birth assessment. The mother was doing well with the infant. In February 2016, the 

mother and baby were placed in a transitional living program. In August 2016, the mother was investigated 

for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to her son, 

after it was reported that the eighteen-year-old mother was involved in an altercation with her one-year-

old child present. The investigation was unfounded and eventually expunged. By September 2016, the 

mother was moving around living with various family members and her paramour. In March 2017, she 

moved out of state and had an apartment with her boyfriend. The worker continued visiting the mother 

twice a month out-of-state. The home was safe and appropriate. In August 2017, the mother gave birth to 

her second child (deceased infant). The worker did not know that the mother was pregnant. The mother 

admitted she did not know until about the sixth month.  The mother was evicted from her apartment out 

of state and moved back to Illinois and was living with relatives. By October 2017, the mother and the 

children were living with her paternal grandmother, but she planned to move in with her aunt, an 

unauthorized placement as the aunt would not allow the worker to complete background checks on all 

family members living in the home. A new worker was assigned in October 2017. In November 2017, the 

mother told the worker that she had no desire for services and remained uncooperative. Shortly thereafter, 

the worker received a call from the mother that the infant had died. After the death, the mother and her 

paramour lived with the paramourôs grandmother. The safety plan ended in December 2017 and the mother 

and the surviving sibling were living in an unauthorized placement. The mother wanted her DCFS case 

closed. She was engaged in therapy, but no other services. The motherôs case remains open and she is now 

living in an independent living placement. 

 

 

Child No. 33 DOB: 6/2017 DOD: 11/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 5 months  

Cause of death: Undetermined  

Reason for Review: Pending Child Protection Investigation at the time of the childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative:        Five-month-old baby found unresponsive by his thirty-six-year-old mother around 4:00 

a.m. when the father got up for work.  The baby was on his back in bed with the parents.  The baby had 

been crying in the middle of the night around 3:00 a.m. so the mother took the baby out of his swing and 

laid the baby next to her. When the parents awoke the mother noticed the baby was not moving and was 

unresponsive. She then noticed the babyôs mouth was blue and began CPR, while the father called 911.  

The father took over CPR until the paramedics arrived. The baby was transported to a childrenôs hospital 

and pronounced dead at 5:40 a.m. The parents denied any possible rollover.  At the last well-baby check-

up in October 2017, the baby was healthy.  An autopsy was completed; the medical examiner informed 

the investigator that the baby was diagnosed with lymphocytic myocarditis (a potentially lethal medical 

condition). Although the myocarditis may have been the cause of death, because the baby was co-sleeping 

with two adults at the time, he was unable to say for certain that the baby died of natural causes.  An 

investigation was initiated by the Department against the mother and father for death by neglect. The 

mother was indicated with the rationale that there was sufficient evidence to support that the mother 

displayed a blatant disregard for the babyôs well-being, as she co-slept with the baby despite being given 

anticipatory guidance regarding safe sleeping practices for the baby, the mother co-slept with the baby 

anyway.  Although the baby was diagnosed with myocarditis the medical examiner could not rule out the 

possibility that the baby suffered asphyxia due to the risk factors posed by the co-sleeping. The father was 

unfounded with the rationale that he was asleep when his wife put the baby in bed with them.  

Prior History:   In September 2017, a nurse reported to the hotline that the mother admitted to open hand 

slapping her three-month-old infant in the face. The mother stated this when she was at the hospital for an 

evaluation for post-partum depression and self-harm. This incident occurred four days prior to this 

evaluation following a physical altercation between mother and father. The reporter stated that the mother 

currently has bruises.  The Department initiated an investigation against the parents for substantial risk of 

physical injury/environment injurious of health and welfare.  During the investigation, the mother was 

hospitalized. Paternal relatives moved in with the family to help care for the baby. The mother became 

involved in mental health services.  The investigator referred the family for intact services but the hand 

off was not completed before the death. The mother and father were indicated for all allegations. The 

rationale was that both parents admitted to domestic violence in the home and that the infant is at a 

developmental stage where he is dependent on his parents for health and safety.  

 

 

Child No. 34 DOB: 6/2017 DOD: 12/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 5 ½ months  

Cause of death: Undetermined  

Reason for Review: Open intact family services case at the time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:    Five-and-half-month-old baby found unresponsive by her twenty-year-old mother. The 

mother called 911; the police arrived and attempted CPR until the ambulance arrived and paramedics 

continued CPR on the way to the hospital where the baby was ultimately pronounced deceased. The hotline 

received a call reporting that the mother gave two different accounts of what happened surrounding the 

death. It was also reported that the baby had been dead for several hours before 911 was called. It was 

further reported that the living conditions were very poor with garbage, food, clothes and beer bottles 

throughout the residence and that marijuana and marijuana paraphernalia was within reach of the two-

year-old sibling. On the floor of the room with the crib and bassinette, there were bottles with solidified 

formula. Food and toilet paper was scattered around the crib and there was no bedding on the mattress of 

the crib.  The Department investigated the mother for death by abuse and environmental neglect to both 

of her children; and substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious by neglect to her older child. 

In a separate investigation, the motherôs live in paramour (and father to the older sibling) was investigated 

for death by abuse; the Department also investigated him for environmental neglect and substantial risk. 

After the death of the baby, her two-year-old sibling was taken into protective custody. Law enforcement 

investigated the death and forwarded to the State's Attorney for review. The State's Attorney reported a 

lack of evidence that the child died from abuse and would not charge for the death of the child. The 

investigations were unfounded for death and indicated for environmental neglect and substantial risk. 
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Prior History :   In September 2017, the hotline received a call from a nurse to report that the mother had 

brought her two-month-old daughter in for her two-month old check-up and was diagnosed as failure to 

thrive. The infant had only gained 12 oz. in two-months. The mother was breastfeeding and using formula.  

The reporter was concerned that the mother was watering down the formula. It was reported that the infant 

had poor muscle tone and severe lag in head movement.  The Department investigated the mother for 

failure to thrive.  On the date the report was made, the investigator met with the mother and observed her 

two children. The infant was observed drinking formula. It was noted that she did appear to be small, but 

seemed to take the formula well. The two-year-old was observed taking a nap; he appeared healthy and 

did not have observable injuries.  The mother acknowledged that the nurse practitioner had concerns about 

her infant not gaining weight. She had another appointment scheduled in two weeks. The mother denied 

watering down the formula.  The babysitter confirmed that the infant was being fed as directed and that 

the formula was not being watered down. The mother accepted intact family services. While the 

investigation was pending the infant was hospitalized as she was having difficulty with having bowel 

movements.  The treating physician changed her formula to a soy based formula and the infant began 

gaining weight. The investigation was unfounded with a referral for community based services. Once the 

formula was changed the baby started to gain weight and was developing well.  The mother had been 

cooperative with services and stayed up to date on the babyôs medical appointments. The intact case was 

open at the time of the babyôs death in December. 

 

 

Child No. 35 DOB: 9/2017 DOD: 12/2017 Undetermined 

Age at death: 3 months 

Cause of death: Undetermined   

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:      Three-month-old infant found unresponsive by his twenty-seven-year-old mother. The 

mother called 911 and when paramedics arrived on the scene the mother was holding the infant and rigor 

mortis had already set in. The infant was pronounced deceased on the scene. The Department investigated 

the mother for death by neglect and substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and 

welfare by neglect to both of her surviving children. The mother reported to the investigator that she had 

picked up the infant at her motherôs home the night before. The mother went to a Christmas party where 

her other two children were and she stayed for a little while; the infant was with her the entire time. She 

left the party and picked up her paramour and returned to her apartment approximately two hours later. 

She gave the infant a bottle and laid him in her queen size bed, she fed the infant again in the middle of 

the night and she awoke in the morning and found him unresponsive.  Her paramour stayed the night and 

the mother and the paramour slept in the same bed with the infant. The medical examiner found the manner 

of death to be undetermined because it was unknown whether external factors or the sleeping environment 

caused or contributed to the death. The medical examiner also could not rule out genetic abnormalities. In 

April 2018, the investigation against the mother was unfounded.  
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Prior History :  In December 2016, the hotline received a call from a school counselor to report that the 

motherôs seven-year-old child reported that his uncle makes him look at his penis ñall the timeò and tells 

him not to tell anyone. The child denied any touching, but was afraid of his uncle because he makes him 

do this all the time.  The Department investigated the uncle for sexual exploitation and substantial risk of 

sexual abuse-sibling of sex abuse.  The child had been going to the paternal grandmotherôs house every 

day after school until the mother could pick him up.  The investigator spoke to the uncle who denied the 

allegation.  A forensic interview took place with the child who reported that after a basketball game the 

uncle asked the child to go into his bedroom where the uncle showed him his penis. The child denied that 

there were other times this happened. The mother believed her son and said they would not go to that 

house anymore.  In January 2017, the investigation was closed and the uncle was indicated. In December 

2016, three weeks after the first investigation was called into the hotline, a call from a physician came into 

the hotline to report that the motherôs two-year-old daughter had three different visible scars on different 

planes which were ñsuspiciousò and ñconcerningò and inconsistent with the motherôs account of injuries. 

Two days before this report was made, this same doctor had examined the child as part of the first 

investigation and observed her to have visible injuries which included a linear scar on her right wrist that 

ran from her wrist to her elbow and two separate patterned linear scars on her right interior thigh that the 

mother said may have been from ñfalling onto a mattressò at her grandmotherôs house. The child also had 

a visible burn and scar on her left elbow, which the mother said was from a ñhair ironò at the grandmotherôs 

home.  The mother did not give the time frame for any of these injuries and never sought medical help for 

the child. The mother said the grandmother watches her seven-year-old son and his two-year-old sister 

daily when she is at work.  The doctor stated that the child would not disclose how she received the injuries 

and that the mother was present during the exam.  The Department investigated the mother for cuts, 

bruises, welt, abrasions and oral injuries and burns to the two-year-old.  The investigator noted that 

although the doctor expressed concerns he could not specify whether the injuries were a result of abuse. 

The investigator went to the family home and the seven-year-old told the investigator that he and his sister 

had gotten hurt on a bedframe and that his uncle took it apart.  The mother confirmed their story and 

showed the investigator the dismantled bedframe and she noted that the bedframe had sharp edges. The 

investigation was unfounded against the mother.  

 

 

 

Child No. 36 DOB: 3/2016 DOD: 1/2018 Undetermined 

Age at death: 22 months   

Cause of death: Undetermined  

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative: Twenty-two-month old medically complex toddler found unresponsive by his twenty-

one-year old mother.  The mother called 911and started CPR. Paramedics arrived on the scene and 

transported the toddler to the hospital where he was pronounced deceased. The toddler was born premature 

at 25 weeks gestation.  Due to complications from pre-maturity, the toddler had the medical diagnosis of 

cerebral palsy and respiratory issues. The family slept together in one room that had a large king-size 

mattress on the floor along with a small mattress and a small bed. The mother reported that the toddler 

had been fussy throughout the night before his death and she was unable to get him to go to sleep until 

early morning. She woke up around noon to go to the bathroom and found the toddler cold and non-

responsive. The autopsy report determined the cause of death as undetermined. The Department did not 

investigate the death for abuse or neglect.   
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Prior History :  The family first came to the attention of the Department in October 2015 when the police 

called the hotline to report that the mother and father left their three-year-old child unsupervised for an 

hour and a half.  The mother left the child in the fatherôs care at her residence.  The father left the home to 

go shopping and the child was found by security staff in the hallway of the apartment complex crying. 

Before taking the child to the police department, the security officer went into the home to get shoes and 

clothing for the child. He said that the apartment was not clean nor did it appear taken care of, as you could 

not navigate through the apartment because of clothing, food, and general household items throughout the 

apartment. The police took protective custody of the child, and contacted the mother, who reported that 

she left her son in the care of his father. The police waited an hour and a half before the father returned.  

Upon returning, the father was arrested and charged with child endangerment.  The mother picked up the 

child from the police department. The Department investigated the mother for environmental neglect that 

was unfounded and later expunged. The Department investigated the father for inadequate supervision 

and was indicated.  In September 2017, the Department received a call to the hotline to report that the 

mother of the deceased twenty-two-month old and one of the neighbors left their children home alone and 

the children were found on the back porch of the home without any supervision.  The police were called 

and found the kids to be unsupervised.  The mother and neighbor left their children in the care of a friend; 

however, the friend left the children unattended. The friend admitted to leaving the children unattended 

and was arrested for child endangerment and indicated for inadequate supervision.  The mother was 

unfounded for inadequate supervision due to evidence supporting that she appropriately left the children 

in the care of a friend.   

 

 

Child No. 37 DOB: 11/2017 DOD: 1/2018 Undetermined 

Age at death: 2 months   

Cause of death: Undetermined 

Reason for Review: Youth in care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative: Two-month-old infant died after being found unresponsive in her bassinet by her foster 

father, which was the maternal cousin. It was reported that the foster father had put the infant down in her 

bassinet on her stomach with her head turned to the side; approximately two-and-half hours later the foster 

father checked on the infant and found her face down in her bassinet, not breathing.  The infant was taken 

to the hospital via ambulance in full cardiac arrest and was put in the pediatric ICU and placed on a 

ventilator. Two weeks later, the infant was extubated and pronounced dead. The Department investigated 

the foster father for death by neglect. The foster father stated that the day before the incident the infant 

was sleepier than usual and taking four hour naps. He further stated that before he put the infant down for 

a nap she seemed a bit ñantsyò because she hadnôt had a bowel movement in four days. The investigation 

was unfounded as an accidental suffocation due to the child sleeping in prone position and a contributing 

factor of viral infection in a very young infant. This combination may have resulted in the respiratory 

arrest that subsequently led to the cardiac arrest. The cause of death was ruled undetermined. 
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Prior History :  The deceased infantôs mother had physical and mental health limitations because of a 

seizure she suffered at age two. She was paralyzed on her left side, required a wheelchair, and had the 

mental functioning of a ten-year-old. In April 2016, the mother gave birth to the infantôs sibling and the 

hotline was called due to the motherôs mental health and physical limitations. The mother was indicated 

for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect because of 

her physical and mental limitations.  In May 2016, the Department was granted temporary custody of the 

infant and placed him in foster care with the motherôs cousin.  The mother underwent a psychological 

evaluation and parenting capacity assessment which concluded that the mother had underlying depression 

as well as trauma concerns consistent with PTSD. The assessment concluded that the mother was 

physically incapable of caring for an infant or young child.  In August 2017, the foster parent informed 

the agency that the mother had recently been discharged from the psychiatric hospital and was currently 

five to six months pregnant and homeless. The cousin volunteered as a placement resource for when the 

child is born; his home was determined to be safe upon the birth of the newborn.  In November 2017, the 

hotline was notified by the hospital that the mother gave birth to her daughter who was born premature at 

thirty-three weeks. The mother was indicated for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious 

to health and welfare by neglect due to her severe mental and physical limitations and inability to parent. 

The infant was discharged after two-weeks to the foster home. The infant was sleeping in a bassinet in her 

foster fatherôs room and was cared by her foster grandmother while the foster father worked.  

 

 

Child No. 38 DOB: 10/2017 DOD: 2/2018 Undetermined 

Age at death: 4 months  

Cause of death: Undetermined  

Reason for Review: Closed Intact; indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs 

death    

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:      Four-month-old was found unresponsive by her nineteen-year-old mother while sleeping 

in an adult bed. The mother and maternal grandfather transported the infant to the hospital where she was 

pronounced deceased. The Department investigated the mother for death by neglect.  The investigation 

revealed that at approximately 5 p.m., the mother laid the infant down for a nap on an adult bed on top of 

a blanket that was folded multiple times. The mother also covered the infant with a blanket.  The mother 

sat on the bed resting upon the headboard drifting in and out of sleep; the mother denied laying down in 

the bed.  At approximately 5:30 p.m., the grandfather checked on the infant; he saw her asleep and left the 

room.  At approximately 6:45 p.m., the mother went to wake the infant and she was not breathing.  The 

mother did not call 911; she and the grandfather put the infant in the car and drove her to the hospital, 

which was approximately five minutes away from the home. The mother attempted CPR in the car on their 

way to the hospital. Upon arrival to the emergency room, hospital staff attempted to revive the infant but 

were unsuccessful.  The infant was pronounced deceased at 7:14 p.m. The investigation against the mother 

was unfounded.  The investigator provided the family with a referral for grief counseling.   
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Prior History :  In October 2015, the hotline was contacted and it was reported that the maternal 

grandfatherôs paramour was prostituting the grandfatherôs sixteen-year-old daughter (the deceased infantôs 

mother). The Department indicated the paramour for substantial risk of sexual abuse to the thirteen-year-

old (the infantôs maternal aunt) and human trafficking to the sixteen-year-old. In October 2016, the hotline 

was contacted and it was reported that the paramour was residing back in the home after being investigated 

a year earlier and indicated for human trafficking.  The Department investigated and indicated the father 

for substantial risk/environment injurious by neglect to his daughters. The father told the investigator that 

upon completion of the first investigation, he was told he could allow his paramour to reside in the home 

again. However, the investigator concluded that the father was aware the paramour was previously 

indicated and allowed her to reside in the home putting his daughters at risk. The father agreed to intact 

family services.  An intact case was open from December 2016 to October 2017.  The family was 

compliant with services and met with the case manager regularly. The father continued his relationship 

with the paramour; but she was not allowed to live in the home or have unsupervised contact with the 

fatherôs daughters. The paramour was given resource information regarding a sexual predator assessment. 

The paramour was unable to complete recommended services due to her lack of income. While the intact 

case was open, the deceased infantôs mother learned she was pregnant. She received prenatal care, 

contacted the appropriate facilities for services regarding daycare and parenting education, and obtained 

infant equipment and clothing. In October 2017, the case manager completed a final home visit with the 

family and the family was given resource information regarding parenting services. In December 2017, a 

school social worker contacted the hotline to report that the maternal aunt who was fifteen-years-old 

disclosed that the fatherôs paramour has been residing in the home since September 2017.  It was reported 

that the paramour was not supposed to be in the home because of a sex trafficking charge by the FBI. The 

Department investigated the paramour for substantial risk of sexual abuse-sex offender having access to 

the fatherôs daughters. The father reported that he was still seeing the alleged perpetrator. He further stated 

that the intact worker told him he could see her and she could go to his home, but she could not reside 

there or sleep there. The daughters both denied that the fatherôs paramour lived in the home, but said their 

father was still seeing her. In January 2018, the paramour was indicated.  

 

 

Child No. 39 DOB: 4/2000 DOD: 3/2018 Undetermined 

Age at death: 17 years  

Cause of death: Pending autopsy  

Reason for Review: Youth in care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:  Seventeen-year-old boy died due to injuries he sustained at six weeks of age when he 

was severely abused and suffered head trauma. The Department added the allegation of death by abuse to 

the original indicated investigation from 2000 against his mother and father. Thirteen days before the 

boyôs death he was admitted to the hospital for respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) and a urinary tract 

infection and was discharged eight days later. He was readmitted to the hospital the following day with a 

fever, stoma drainage, gastric residual, respiratory issues and seizures. His kidneys began to fail and he 

passed away a few days later due to multiple organ failure.  Both parents were indicated for death by abuse 

due to the original inflicted injuries. 
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Prior History :  In June 2000, the hotline received a call from hospital staff to report that the mother had 

brought her six-week-old son to the emergency room because of lethargic behavior.  The parents had 

reported that the infant vomited twice the day prior. The staff stated that the minor looked pale and gray 

and his head looked large. He had a crescent shape mark on the left cheek.  Tests performed in the 

emergency room indicated two subdural hematomas, with possible retinal hemorrhages.  The infant 

required immediate surgery to alleviate the pressure off the brain.  The infant was admitted to the PICU. 

Subsequent tests revealed the infant to have retinal hemorrhages in both eyes, three broken ribs, and 

seizures on the left side of the brain.  The EEG showed that the infant had suffered a stroke from 

strangulation.  The hospital staff stated that the infantôs injuries appeared to be both old and recent.  The 

Department indicated the parents for allegations of subdural hematoma, cuts, welts, abrasions, and oral 

injuries, brain damage/skull fracture, and bone fractures.  The mother offered no explanation for the 

injuries and both parents said they were the only caregivers for the infant. The Department was granted 

temporary custody of the infant and his two-year-old brother.  His two-year-old brother was placed with 

a relative. When the brother turned eighteen, his case was closed with the Department and he remained in 

the care of his relative. Due to the infantôs injuries, he was diagnosed with cerebral palsy, developmental 

delays, seizure disorder, cortical blindness, spastic quadriplegia, inoperative shunt, tube fed, 

microcephaly, severe mental retardation and osteopenia. He was left in a vegetative state. At six-months 

of age the baby was placed in a specialized foster home. He had lived in this home until the death of his 

foster parent in 2015. He was then placed in a residential facility for non-ambulatory individuals with 

severe and profound developmental disabilities; he remained there until his death. 

 

 

Child No. 40 DOB: 7/2012 DOD: 4/2018 Undetermined 

Age at death: 5 years 

Cause of death: Oxycodone intoxication with a contributing factor of congenital heart disease 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:    Five-year-old boy found unresponsive by his mother in the morning. The mother started 

CPR and contacted 911. The paramedics arrived on the scene and transported the child via ambulance to 

the hospital where he was pronounced deceased. The mother reported that the night prior to his death, the 

child stated his heart hurt. An autopsy performed later that day, found the child to have a congenital defect 

that was never diagnosed by medical professionals. A month later, the toxicology results from the autopsy 

came back and showed lethal levels of Oxycodone in the childôs system at the time of death. Due to this 

new information, the Department investigated the mother for the death and substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to the deceased childôs sibling. The 

investigator met with the mother who reported that the child had come home from school and at around 5 

p.m. he said he was tired, laid down and took a nap for an hour.  When he woke up he appeared to be fine 

and went to bed around midnight. The mother noted that a family friendôs two children ages six and seven, 

were also spending the night at her home. The mother woke up around 2 a.m. checked on the children and 

saw the five-year-old child sleeping on his side.  She then woke up at around 6 a.m. and discovered her 

childôs eyes open and rolled back, he was cold and stiff.  When toxicology results were obtained, police 

interviewed family to figure out the source of the drug. The police told the investigator that they had 

interviewed the mother for two hours and they had no way of knowing if the child ingested the medication 

at the motherôs home or not. The coroner reported that it was difficult to place a time frame on when the 

pill was taken and how long it would take to affect the child since the amount of drug taken was unknown. 

The mother agreed to a drug screen and took her children for medical check-ups. The motherôs drug screen 

showed THC; she admitted to smoking marijuana. The mother did not have a prescription for Oxycodone 

and she denied giving her son any medications.  No one in the home reported seeing the child taking any 

medications. The three-year-old sibling was found to have the same heart condition that her brother had.  

The investigation against the mother was unfounded, since the child could have gotten the medication 

from anywhere and the investigator and police were unable to determine where the drug came from. 
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Prior History :  In May 2017, the hotline was contacted to report that the motherôs home was unsanitary. 

It was reported that there were dirty diapers, rotting food, garbage and junk everywhere; the children did 

not have beds; and the children did not go to school.  The mother was investigated for environmental 

neglect.  The investigator went to school and spoke with the ten-year-old sibling of the deceased child, 

who reported that sometimes the home is clean and sometimes the home is dirty with toys however he 

helps his mom clean up the mess. The investigator conducted a home visit but the mother was not home. 

The investigator was allowed in the house and laid eyes on the infant (four months), who was sleeping 

and appeared clean, appropriately dressed and showed no signs of abuse or neglect. Six days later the 

investigator went back to the home and observed the children in the home to be clean, appropriately 

dressed and showed no signs of abuse or neglect.  The home was appropriate and in good condition. The 

investigation against the mother was unfounded 

 

 

Child No. 41 DOB: 9/2017 DOD: 4/2018 Undetermined 

Age at death: 6 ½ months  

Cause of death: Asphyxia due to overlaying due to co-sleeping in an adult bed  

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:      Thirty-five-year-old mother found her six-and-a-half-month-old baby unresponsive in bed 

where she was reportedly co-sleeping with her two-year-old sibling and an adult. The mother contacted 

911 and started CPR. The baby was transported to the hospital by ambulance where she was pronounced 

deceased. The Department investigated the mother and father for death by neglect. This was the third 

infant of the mother's that passed away due to co-sleeping; two prior infants died in sleep-related 

circumstances, in 2012 and in 2014. Autopsy findings were consistent with asphyxia due to overlaying 

while co-sleeping in an adult bed with an adult and a child. The parents were both indicated for death by 

neglect. The two surviving children came into care of the Department.  

Prior History :  The deceased baby was one of five children born to this mother. The mother and father 

were involved with the Department as children. The motherôs first encounter with the Department as an 

adult was in December 2012, when her five-month-old son died.  The five-month-old was in the care of 

the father and his paramour, while the mother was with her three-year-old child who was having outpatient 

surgery. The five-month-old died while co-sleeping with his caregivers. The Department investigated the 

father and his paramour for death by neglect. The Department also investigated the matter for substantial 

risk of physical injury/environment injurious to the three-year-old child by her mother after she left her 

daughter at the hospital after being notified about the death of her son. In February 2013, both 

investigations were unfounded.  In February 2014, law enforcement reported the death of the motherôs 

two-and-half-month-old to the DCFS hotline. The mother contacted 911 when she found the baby 

unresponsive. The Department investigated the mother for death by neglect. The mother acknowledged 

that she had consumed alcohol on the date of the incident; she then laid down with her two-and-half-

month-old and awoke to find her unresponsive. The mother had a pack-n-play available for the baby and 

had received information about the risks of co-sleeping prior to the incident. In April 2014, the mother 

was indicated for death by neglect and was referred for community services. In September 2017, medical 

personnel contacted the hotline following the birth of the deceased six-and-a-half-month-old baby. It was 

reported that the mother disclosed two previous child deaths. The Department investigated the mother for 

substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious by neglect to the newborn girl. The investigator 

interviewed the mother and observed the newborn. The mother told the investigator she was involved with 

community programs and would be receiving home visits; and had received a pack-n-play. The 

investigator provided a pamphlet on ñSafe Sleep for Baby.ò The father showed the investigator the 

designated sleeping area for the baby. During the investigation, the investigator learned that the mother 

had traces of marijuana in her system during her pregnancy with the infant. The investigator put a safety 

plan in place and required the mother to drop clean before being left unsupervised with her baby. At the 

close of the investigation, the infant was in good health. The mother dropped clean and reported that she 

had not been using or drinking. In November 2017, the mother was indicated for risk of harm to the infant.  
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Child No. 42 DOB: 1/2018 DOD: 5/2018 Undetermined 

Age at death: 4 months   

Cause of death: Closed head injury 

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of the childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Four-month-old died after he was found choking by the motherôs paramour. The mother left 

her four-month-old with her paramour at his house while she was at work. The paramour stated that he 

left a bottle propped up on a pillow to feed the infant, while he went to check on his two young children 

in another room.  The paramour said when he went back to check on the infant, the four-month-old was 

choking and in distress. Emergency medical services were called and the infant was pronounced deceased 

at the hospital. When questioned by police, the paramour stated that the infant was prone to vomiting after 

eating. The autopsy determined that the infant died of a closed head injury, detailing numerous cranial and 

retinal hemorrhages sustained prior to death, however, the manner of death is still pending. There is a 

pending criminal investigation with no identified suspects. The police and stateôs attorney are still 

conducting interviews. The child protection investigation initiated against the paramour after the infantôs 

death remains pending for death by neglect to the infant and inadequate supervision to the paramourôs two 

young children.                                                                                     

Prior History :  In March 2018, the mother left her three-month old (now deceased) infant with a friend 

while she was at work. Later that day, the hotline was contacted by law enforcement to report that an open 

line 911 call was made and traced to the home of the babysitter. It was reported that when law enforcement 

arrived at the home the porch reeked of marijuana, and a three-year-old child was observed through a 

window, sitting on a bed with the cell phone. Law enforcement also observed the three-month-old in a 

carrier next to the bed with a propped bottle. The three-year-old would not open the door for law 

enforcement and the babysitter was seen lying on the bed, unresponsive. Law enforcement forced entry, 

and shook the babysitter until she woke up. The babysitter admitted to partying and using drugs (meth and 

ecstasy) the night before. She further stated that while the children were in her care, she smoked marijuana 

and fell asleep.  There was marijuana and drug paraphernalia in the house within reach of the children. 

The babysitter had a history of substance abuse and was on probation. Two days after the initial report, 

the investigator met with the mother who had since found a new babysitter for the infant, and stated she 

would not allow the babysitter to watch her children in the future. She said that she knew the babysitter 

had a prior history of drug use, and knew that ñshe still smoked pot but did not know she was using meth.ò 

The babysitter was investigated and indicated for inadequate supervision and substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect of the two young children. The motherôs 

paramour, at the time of the death of the infant, also had a history with the Departmentðin 2014, he was 

investigated for sexual penetration and substantial risk of sexual abuse of two children that he was 

babysitting. The investigation was unfounded against the paramour. 

 

 

Child No. 43 DOB: 2/2018 DOD: 5/2018 Undetermined 

Age at death: 2 months  

Cause of death: Undetermined  

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation at the time of childôs death   

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative:       Two-month-old was found unresponsive by his thirty-three-year-old mother; she contacted 

911 and was instructed to start CPR. The paramedics arrived and the infant was transported to the hospital 

via ambulance where he was pronounced deceased. It was reported that the mother was co-sleeping with 

the infant on the couch at the maternal grandmotherôs house. It was further reported that the mother was 

the last person to see the infant alive and sleeping at approximately 12 a.m.  The Department investigated 

the mother for death by neglect. The mother told the investigator that she placed the infant on his left side 

on top of a receiving blanket on a sofa to sleep.  The mother sat towards the end of the sofa and slept 

sitting up the entire time; she denied lying down on the sofa.  There was approximately fifteen inches of 

space between the mother and infant.  The mother woke up at 6 a.m. to find the infant unresponsive.  There 

was no infant bed in the grandmotherôs home, the infant slept on the couch.  The autopsy determined the 

cause and manner of death as undetermined.  In November 2018, the investigation against the mother was 

unfounded, as there were no signs of trauma.   

Prior History :  The deceased infant is one of four children born to the mother, none of which are in her 

care.  The mother has an extensive history with the Department as a child and parent. The mother had an 

open case with the Department when she gave birth to her son in February 2018. The mother contacted 

her worker and informed the worker that she had given birth to a boy, but she did not provide the date or 

hospital; she did not reveal the whereabouts of the infant to the Department, which prompted a hotline call 

in March 2018. The worker had concerns about the newborn baby while in the motherôs care.  The 

motherôs other child was in a residential placement; and the mother had supervised visitation.  The mother 

had been smoking marijuana throughout her pregnancy; and was still dropping dirty after being sent to 

rehab and the mother had a history of alcohol abuse.  The Department investigated the mother for 

substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious by neglect to the infant. This investigation was 

pending at the time of the infantôs death. The investigator made a good faith attempt to see the mother and 

the infant. The worker confirmed the information she gave to the hotline and stated that the mother may 

be living with a boyfriend and provided an address. The worker also informed the investigator that mother 

currently had a child in care for medical neglect. The worker reported the last time she saw the mother 

was about a month or so ago at juvenile court. The worker stated that the mother had not been cooperating 

with services and continued to drop dirty while in rehab treatment. The investigator asked the worker to 

have mom text or call him so that arrangements could be made to observe the newborn and assess mom 

for additional service needs. In April 2018, the parents brought the infant to a DCFS office, the infant was 

dressed appropriately with no signs of abuse or neglect.  The infant was allowed to be placed in the care 

of his father. The investigator informed the mother that she was not allowed to have unsupervised contact 

with the infant because she had an open case and had not completed services. Both parents agreed. The 

investigator informed biological father to complete paperwork to obtain sole guardianship. This 

investigation was still pending at the time of the infantôs death. In June 2018, the investigation against the 

mother was indicated.  

 

 

Child No. 44 DOB: 7/2012 DOD: 05/2018 Undetermined  

Age at death: 5 years 

Cause of death: Pending autopsy 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative:        Five-year-old medically complex child with scoliosis and a neuromuscular disorder was 

taken to the hospital by his thirty-six-year-old mother after she noticed he was having trouble breathing. 

The medical staff noted that the childôs stomach was distended and lab work indicated he had ketoacidosis. 

The child was transferred to a childrenôs hospital where he was later pronounced deceased. Despite the 

childôs medical issues, the Department is investigating the death.  The grandparents went to the hospital 

and reported concerns about the mother, specifically the motherôs drug use and over-using enemas on the 

child and possibly perforating the childôs bowels. Furthermore, the motherôs thirty-four-year-old boyfriend 

of seven months had previously been indicated for death by abuse to another girlfriendôs child in 2005. 

He eventually pleaded guilty to child endangerment in exchange for testimony against the mother and was 

sentenced to five years. The mother of that child was sentenced to ten years. The child protection 

investigator spoke with relatives and a teacher who voiced concern about the motherôs ability to care for 

the child. The recent primary care physician told the investigator he did not have specific concerns. The 

previous primary care physician indicated the grandparents mainly brought the child in and he had 

recommended follow-up with specialists.  The investigator had not interviewed the parents and boyfriend 

at the request of law enforcement. A final autopsy report has not been completed; however, during the 

autopsy the child was found to have blunt trauma injuries. The current death investigation and law 

enforcement case remains pending. 
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Prior History :  In November 2016, the Department received a call to the hotline and it was reported that 

the mother had been using meth while her four-year-old son was in the home and she had been observed 

to be under the influence on numerous occasions.   Furthermore, a known meth dealer frequented the home 

and the motherôs sister had admitted to having sex with the dealer in exchange for meth for herself and 

the mother.  The caller expressed concern about the motherôs ability to care for her special needs child.  

The report was unfounded for substantial risk of physical injury by neglect.  The report was expunged at 

the time of the death. In June and July 2017, the father of the child contacted the hotline to report that 

someone told him that they had seen the mother using meth in front of the child and the mother was 

spending money on drugs, not paying the utilities, and not tending to the childôs dental needs.  The 

Department investigated the mother for inadequate supervision and medical neglect. The father told the 

investigator that his brother had gone to the motherôs house twice in one week and observed the mother, 

her sister and her sisterôs boyfriend smoking meth. The father stated that he and the mother were separated 

for about three years and that her drug use was part of the reason for the separation. The investigator then 

spoke with the paternal uncle who said he had never witnessed the mother using drugs, he just heard about 

it from his brother.  He had no concerns about the care of his nephew.  The mother did ask the uncle for 

financial help, as his brother was not helping her.  He said his brother became upset when he called 

chastising him not for helping the mother. The investigator then spoke with the mother who stated that she 

was frustrated with the father and that she had concerns about his drug use as he had been acting erratically 

and he had a history of heroin usage.  The mother said that her son is small for his age, he has scoliosis 

and other medical issues that the doctors have not found a definitive diagnosis for yet. The mother did 

report occasional marijuana use when the child is being cared for by someone else. The child was small 

and kneeling on a skateboard, using his arms to propel himself.  He appeared at ease in the care of his 

mother. The investigator spoke with a friend who reported no beliefs that the mother was using any drugs 

while she was caring for the child. The investigator spoke with other family members who reported some 

concerns about possible medical appointments being missed but did not have specifics.  The investigator 

spoke with the pediatric practice where the child had been seen.  The primary doctor who saw the child 

regularly just had left the practice and the family was referred to the practice from another doctor who 

retired.  They reported seeing the child once.  While this investigation was pending the hotline received a 

call from another relative reporting that when she went to the motherôs home recently, she found a bag of 

crack or meth on the table in the childôs reach, which the mother then moved.  She also found drug 

paraphernalia in a kitchen drawer.  The relative was worried that the child did not get out of the home 

enough and that the mother does not take him to the doctor or physical therapy.  The mother was 

investigated for medical neglect.  A new investigator was assigned to this investigation.  She went to the 

home and the mother denied any drug usage.  She further stated that the hospital has not assigned her a 

new primary care physician and the child had been receiving in-home therapy, but stopped at the age of 

three. The hospital is aware that he was not receiving physical therapy.  At the next appointment, he was 

going to be placed in a cast from his chest to his hips. The medical records were obtained by the 

investigator and reviewed. It was noted that the child was born at 34 weeks and was in the NICU for three 

months. He required supplemental oxygen and a g-tube placement for feeding.  Some chromosomal 

abnormalities were found.  One note from May 2016 indicated that the doctor felt the child had made great 

progress since his first appointment in August 2015. The mother did need to follow up with neurology. 

The nurse practitioner reported that the motherôs lack of follow through would not cause serious or long-

term harm and no doctors had documented any concerns. Both investigations were unfounded. There was 

not further contact with the Department until the death of the child.  

  



72 
CHILD DEATH REPORT 

ACCIDENT  

 

Child No. 45 DOB: 1/2002 DOD: 5/2017 Accident 

Age at death: 15 years 

Cause of death: Multiple blunt force injuries from an all-terrain vehicle crash 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Fifteen-year-old boy and his twelve-year-old sibling took an all-terrain vehicle on a public 

roadway. The vehicle crashed and rolled over on the two children. The children were taken to the hospital 

and the fifteen-year-old later died. The twelve-year-old was admitted and treated for serious injuries later 

being released to her parent. The Department did not investigate the death. 

Prior History : In August 2016, an anonymous reporter called the hotline stating that the fifty-two-year-

old father of the deceased and the sibling was a drug user and violent towards the forty-year-old mother 

who is scared to leave the father. The caller stated the children are withdrawn and scared and the mother 

fears that he will hurt her and the children if he finds out she is trying to divorce him. The report was taken 

for investigation of substantial risk of physical injury by neglect. The child protection investigator 

contacted law enforcement who reported that they had responded to an incident of domestic violence in 

2012, in which the mother was a victim of the father. The mother had no history with law enforcement. In 

March 2016, the father had been reported for suspicious activity, but no charges were pursued. The 

investigator interviewed the children at school who reported feeling safe in their home. They both reported 

that their parents fought. The older child recalled an incident from a few years earlier where police were 

called because the father was being violent towards the mother, but he had not been violent since that time. 

The school counselor reported no concerns about the children. The mother explained to the investigator 

that the couple had just separated and the father was living with his parents. The mother had obtained an 

emergency order of protection because the children did not want to be with their father. The mother stated 

that he had been violent in the past, but not recently. However, he was angry and verbally abusive towards 

the family and she suspected he was using substances. The father reported that his wife had filed for 

divorce and confirmed the domestic violence incident in 2012. He denied drug use, indicating he suffered 

from depression and took psychotropic medication. He reported his wife was a good mother and neither 

of them had harmed the children. In October 2016, the investigation was unfounded. There has been no 

further contact with the Department.  

 

 

Child No. 46 DOB: 3/2010 DOD: 7/2017 Accident 

Age at death: 7 years 

Cause of death: Intraventricular hemorrhage due to skull fracture due to blunt impact trauma 

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation within a year of childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:        Seven-year-old boy was riding his bike when he was struck by a vehicle.  It was reported 

that the boy was riding his bike in an alley and was struck when he went onto the street.  The boy was on 

his way to a friendôs house who lived down the street. The Department did not investigate the death.   
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Prior History :  The deceased child was one of four children born to the mother. In April 2016, an 

anonymous caller contacted the hotline reporting that the three older children had been reporting domestic 

violence between the mother and her paramour, and the paramour hitting the six-year-old child when he 

tried to intervene. The reporter added that the children were dirty, windows were covered with boards, 

there was spoiled food and the mother sold drugs out of her home. The Department investigated the mother 

for environmental neglect and substantial risk of harm by neglect and substantial risk of harm by abuse by 

the paramour. The investigator interviewed the children at school and spoke with the seven-year-oldôs 

teachers who reported that the child one time talked about her mother having marijuana at the house. The 

teacher said that the child is usually clean but often disheveled, her clothes are too small and she often did 

not have her glasses. The children denied any drugs in the home but did report that the motherôs paramour 

hit the mother. The investigator spoke with law enforcement who reported suspicions of drug activity in 

the home but no evidence. The investigator met with the mother who reported that there had been issues 

of domestic violence with her paramour, but she had ended the relationship.  The investigator observed 

bruises on the motherôs face. The home was observed to be clean and appropriate. During this 

investigation, the investigator was not able to locate the paramour. Neighbors reported that they had not 

seen him back at the motherôs home.  Police also reported having a warrant out for him. In June 2016, the 

investigation was unfounded against the mother and the investigation against the paramour was indicated. 

In February 2017, the hotline received a call from the eight-year-old childôs school to report that she told 

her teacher that she was not at school the Friday before because her mother became angry with her, put 

her hands around her neck, and punched her in the eye.  The teacher noticed a healing bruise.  The 

Department investigated the mother for cuts, welts, bruises and substantial risk of harm by abuse. The 

investigator interviewed the seven-year-old and eight-year-old children at school and it was reported by 

the seven-year-old sibling that the mother did not hit them and took good care of them.  The sibling said 

if they got in trouble they were sent to their room.  The eight-year-old reported that last week she kissed 

her cousin while playing and her mother got upset, tried to grab her with both hands but ended up 

accidentally hitting her in the eye. The investigator observed a light mark on the childôs eye lid. The child 

further stated that she was not afraid of her mother. The investigation was unfounded. The investigator 

and supervisor noted that while there were some concerns there was not enough evidence to indicate the 

mother. In May 2017, a teacher contacted the hotline to report that the eight-year-old child went to school 

with what appeared to be ringworm on her cheek.  The child reported to her teacher that her mother hit 

her in the face with a plastic spoon leaving a mark on her face. The child also reported drug use in the 

home. The mother reported that the child had ringworm on her arm and her younger two-year-old sibling 

hit her in her face with a spatula.  She admitted to smoking marijuana when the children were with their 

father at his house, but did not use other drugs.  The investigator interviewed the child before closing the 

investigation and she confirmed that her sister hit her with the spatula and denied that her mother hit her.  

The childrenôs doctor had no concerns of abuse or neglect.  While the report was pending the seven-year-

old sibling was killed.  The investigator offered family services before closing the investigation as 

unfounded against the mother.  

 

 

Child No. 47 DOB: 1/2006 DOD: 7/2017 Accident 

Age at death: 11 years  

Cause of death: Hanging 

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative: Eleven-year-old boy was found hanging with an animal leash around his neck by his eight-

year-old brother. The mother called 911 and the boy was transported to the hospital where he was 

pronounced deceased. The police called the hotline to report the boyôs death. The Department did not 

investigate the death for abuse or neglect. The autopsy determined the cause of death was an accidental 

hanging. 
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Prior History :  In October 2016, the police called the hotline after being called to the family home for a 

domestic incident. An investigation for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health 

and welfare by neglect to all three children by their parents was opened. The mother and father had gotten 

into an argument that became physical.  The mother drove to the police department to report the domestic 

incident. The boy reported that he woke up when he heard his parents arguing, got in the middle of them; 

the father grabbed his shirt and threw him on the couch.  In December 2016, both parents were indicated.  

The Department offered the family services but the parents refused. 

 

 

Child No. 48 DOB: 2/2002 DOD: 7/2017 Accident 

Age at death: 15 years 

Cause of death: Blunt impact trauma due to motor vehicle accident 

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:        Fifteen-year-old girl was an unrestrained front seat passenger in a car that went off the 

road and overturned in a field.  She was partially ejected from the car and was pronounced dead upon 

arrival to the hospital.  Two other people, including the nineteen-year-old driver, were in the car and had 

minor injuries.   

Prior History :  In May 2017, a counselor from a social service agency reported that according to the 

deceased girlôs school principal, she was using social media to offer prostitution services to men.  He was 

also contacting police. The principal shared that she had reviewed the teenagerôs social media page, and 

the fifteen-year-old said she was quitting school to engage in prostitution and it appeared that she had her 

own apartment.  The Department initiated an investigation for human trafficking. Upon receiving the 

report, a child protection investigator made a good faith attempt to the address listed in the report; no one 

was home. The investigator visited the police station and obtained reports from earlier that year. The first 

report, was made by a concerned citizen regarding a video of the teen posted on social media. The second 

and third, were made by the teenôs mother and listed as ñOffenses Involving Children: Runaway-Minor 

Requiring Authoritative Intervention.ò  The police told the investigator that they were familiar with the 

teen and that she was a part of a well-known prostitution ring involving multiple underage girls.  The 

police advised the investigator to contact the FBI as they do investigations specific to human trafficking 

and sex trafficking. FBI Special Agents reported being familiar with the teen and further stated that they 

need one of the girls to talk openly with them to give them the information.  Until they obtain first-hand 

accounts of prostitution and sex trafficking, it is difficult to prosecute these men; they had no intention of 

prosecuting the girls for solicitation.  In June 2017, the teen was picked up by police as she was listed as 

a runaway.  She became extremely hostile and violent, so police transported her to the ER to be assessed. 

Her behavior continued to escalate in the ER requiring her to be sedated and restrained.  The police and 

mother stated that this behavior was out of character for the teen. The investigator spoke with the ER staff 

who reported the teenôs urinalysis had tested positive for multiple substances. The investigator later 

attempted to interview the teen; however, she stated she was not going to answer any questions. The 

investigator told the teen that people were worried about her and she just wanted to discuss her staying 

safe, and help is available. The teen agreed to go home with her mother. The investigator provided 

information on counseling services available as well as discussing the case with SASS. The investigation 

was indicated for human trafficking to an unknown perpetrator.  

 

 

Child No. 49 DOB: 5/2017 DOD: 7/2017 Accident 

Age at death: Two months    

Cause of death: Complications of asphyxia due to unsafe sleeping environment   

Reason for Review: Open intact family services case at time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative: One-week-old infant was found unresponsive wedged between the back of the couch and 

a cushion. The mother reported that all the younger children were sleeping downstairs because it was 

cooler.  The mother had laid the infant and two siblings on the couch and she slept on the floor next to the 

couch; when she awoke, she noticed her two-year-old laying on top of the infant.  The infant was 

unresponsive and not breathing; the mother started compressions and called 911.  The infant was 

transported to the local hospital in full cardiac arrest and not breathing.  The infant was revived at the 

hospital and then flown to a childrenôs hospital in critical condition. The Department opened an 

investigation against the mother for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and 

welfare by neglect to the infant. It was reported to the investigator by the hospital social worker that the 

doctors were ruling this an accident and the mother had been consistent with her story and the investigation 

was unfounded. Approximately two-weeks after the investigation was unfounded the hotline received a 

call reporting that the two-month-old had died.  The parents had decided to withdraw life support earlier 

in the day and he lived a little over an hour before being pronounced deceased. The Department 

investigated the mother for death by neglect. The autopsy report found the cause of death to be from 

complications of asphyxia due to unsafe sleeping environment and the manner of death was accident. In 

March 2018, the investigation against the mother for death by neglect was unfounded.   

Prior History :  In June 2016, the hotline received a report that a three-year-old child was wandering the 

streets unattended.  The mother reported that she was at the park with her other children and the three-

year-old wanted to leave. She brought him to her cousinôs home to watch him. The cousin denied that the 

mother told her that the three-year-old was in the home. The cousin fell asleep and the child left the home. 

The police cited the mother with child endangerment.  During the pending investigation, the police 

contacted the hotline to report a domestic incident between the mother and her paramour. The mother 

reported that the children were asleep upstairs during the incident.  The mother agreed to intact family 

services. The investigation was closed and indicated for inadequate supervision against the mother. The 

intact family services recommended that the mother participate in parenting classes, domestic violence 

assessment and to comply with all recommendations stemming from domestic violence assessment, and 

to ensure her children are supervised always. In October 2016, the mother informed the worker she was 

pregnant. The mother was minimally engaged in services and repeatedly denied that she needed domestic 

violence services. In May 2017, two days after the mother gave birth, the worker visited the mother in the 

hospital and discussed the importance of safe sleeping; the worker ensured that the mother had a pack-n-

play for the infant. Five days later, the worker was notified by the hospital social worker that the infant 

had been found unresponsive and taken to the hospital. A child protection investigation was opened for 

substantial risk. The infantôs five siblings were placed with their maternal aunt pursuant to a safety plan. 

In late May, the mother was referred for a mental health assessment and it was recommended that she 

engage in therapy. In July 2017, the safety plan was terminated and the investigation was unfounded. The 

children were returned to the motherôs care.  The intact case closed eight months after the infantôs death. 

 

 

Child No. 50 DOB: 10/2002 DOD: 8/2017 Accident  

Age at death: 14 years  

Cause of death: Multiple blunt force injuries due to bicyclist struck by motor vehicle   

Reason for Review: Open intact family services case at time of childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:    Fourteen-year-old was hit by a car while riding his bike around midnight and died at the 

scene.  It was reported that the mother of the teen contacted the intact family services worker to inform 

him that the teen was riding his bike and was struck by a vehicle, and was pronounced dead at the scene.  

The Department did not investigate the death for abuse or neglect. 
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Prior History :  The family first came to the attention of the Department in 2010 due to an unfounded 

report of inadequate supervision against the mother. The family had two more unfounded investigations, 

one in 2013 and one in 2016 for substantial risk after reports of domestic violence between the parents in 

front of their children. The county Sheriff reported to be familiar with this family and their ongoing 

domestic violence issues. In April 2017, the county Stateôs Attorney contacted the hotline to report that 

the family was court ordered to complete services. An investigation was opened due to ongoing domestic 

violence issues in the home. It was reported that at the end of March 2017, the motherôs paramour was 

drunk and argued with the fourteen-year-old and a fight ensued; momôs paramour pushed, shoved and hit 

the teen multiple times. The Department investigated the mother for substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to her teen son and investigated the motherôs 

paramour for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare ï incidents of 

violence or intimidation to the teen. The investigation was indicated in June 2017. The family was referred 

for intact family services to address domestic violence and possible substance abuse in the home. The 

mother had reported that the teen had marijuana in his bedroom.  The family had over sixteen police 

reports for domestic violence.  In June 2017, it was reported that the mother and the teen completed mental 

health assessments with no recommendations made for either of them. In July 2017, it was reported that 

the father completed parenting classes while incarcerated.  The caseworker continued to make visits to the 

home and recommend services until the teenôs death. The intact case was closed after the death as the teen 

was the only child in the home. 

 

 

Child No. 51 DOB: 7/2010 DOD: 8/2017 Accident 

Age at death: 7 years 

Cause of death: Complications of near drowning 

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative: Seven-year-old boy who was mildly autistic died from an accidental drowning while 

attending a family event in another state. During the trip, the boy, his adult brother, and his three cousins 

went to the pool. The adult brother was supervising the boy, who did not know how to swim. The brother 

asked the seventeen-year-old cousin to watch the boy while he went inside to use the bathroom. The boy 

wandered to the deep side of the pool and slipped off the ñfloatieò he was using while the seventeen-year-

old was distracted. The cousins screamed for help, as they were poor swimmers. The brother ran back and 

jumped into the pool, pulled the boy out and began CPR until the ambulance arrived and transported the 

boy to the hospital. While he was in the hospital he developed pneumonia, and was diagnosed with acute 

respiratory failure, brain damage, lack of oxygen and lung complications.  He was then airlifted back to a 

hospital in Illinois where he was put on life support. The hospital staff called the hotline to report the 

incident and the Department opened an investigation for inadequate supervision of the boy by his brother. 

The parents signed a DNR and the boy died from complication of near drowning. The allegation of death 

by neglect was added to the investigation. Both allegations were eventually unfounded against the adult 

brother of the boy.   
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Prior History :  In June 2015, the police contacted the hotline after responding to a call about a young 

boy wandering the streets unsupervised. The Department opened an investigation for inadequate 

supervision against the mother. The mother reported that the boy was autistic and needed constant 

supervision. The boyôs mother had told her adult son to watch the boy while she went out. The adult son 

fell asleep and the door was unlocked; the boy let himself out and went to the park. In August 2015, the 

boyôs mother was indicated for inadequate supervision. Over a year later, in October 2016, the hotline was 

contacted after the fire department received calls about a boy alone on the side of the road. The Department 

opened an investigation for inadequate supervision and substantial risk of physical injury/environment 

injurious to health and welfare by neglect.  The mother reported that she left her son in the basement while 

she went to do laundry. She reported they usually kept the keys to get out of the home out of reach from 

the boy, but the brother had accidentally left the keys in a place where the boy could get to them. The 

family reported this was not the first time the boy had gotten out of the house unattended. The mother 

agreed to put better locks on the door. The investigation was indicated for inadequate supervision and 

substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to the boy by his 

mother. 

 

 

Child No. 52 DOB: 8/1999 DOD: 9/2017 Accident 

Age at death: 18 years  

Cause of death: Mixed Opioid Intoxication 

Reason for Review: Youth in Care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative: Eighteen-year-old youth was found unresponsive in the foster home of his maternal 

grandmother; 911 was called and the paramedics arrived and determined the youth to be nonviable and 

his death was pronounced at the scene without intervention. An autopsy determined that the cause of death 

was mixed opioid intoxication (heroin and fentanyl).  Two days prior to his death, this youth was arrested 

for possession of heroin. To evade arrest, he ingested three small baggies of heroin. The police reportedly 

had no knowledge of him ingesting the heroin. He was given a court date and released from custody. 

According to his girlfriend, after returning home in the evening following his arrest he complained of 

feeling slightly ill and itchy; afterwards he complained of being very sleepy, and was discovered 

unresponsive the next morning.  

Prior History : After his motherôs death in 2010, the youth and his sibling resided with a maternal aunt 

who became their legal guardian. In December 2013, the aunt sent the youth to live with his maternal 

grandmother, because the aunt felt that she was unable to effectively manage his behaviors. In May 2014, 

the youth was psychiatrically hospitalized for eight days. The aunt/legal guardian was indicated for lockout 

to the youth after she refused to pick him up and would not give consent for the youthôs maternal 

grandmother to continue to care for him. The Department was granted temporary custody of the youth and 

placed him in residential placement. The youth struggled in residential placement going on run, and 

becoming involved in the juvenile justice system.  In 2017, the youth was placed in relative foster care 

with his maternal grandmother.  The youthôs worker had regular contact with him and attempted to engage 

him in services, including substance use treatment, mental health services, and teen parenting services as 

he had an infant daughter.  The youth refused services, was not employed or attending school; and was 

not compliant with the terms of his probation.   

 

 

Child No. 53 DOB: 6/2017 DOD: 9/2017 Accident 

Age at death: 2 ½ months  

Cause of death: Overlay 

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation at the time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  
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Narrative:    Two-and-a-half-month old was found on the couch unresponsive by her father; she was 

transported to the hospital where she was pronounced deceased. The mother stated that she originally 

placed the infant in a pack-n-play for the night, and in the middle of the night she fed the infant. The 

mother woke up the father to burp the infant.  The father stated that he fell asleep with the infant on the 

loveseat after feeding/burping her; he woke up a few hours later and ñfelt something wet on his side.ò The 

father noticed the infant was not breathing and there was blood around her mouth and nose. The parents 

started CPR and called 911; the infant was transported to the hospital where she was pronounced deceased.  

During the child protection investigation, the father did admit to rolling over onto the infant.  The 

investigation for substantial risk of physical injury by neglect to the infant was indicated; the investigation 

for death by neglect to the infant was unfounded; the infant was originally placed in the pack-n-play the 

night before to go to bed and the investigation for substantial risk to the deceased infantôs siblings was 

unfounded.  

Prior History :  The deceased infant had two half siblings from her fatherôs previous relationship.  The 

fatherôs children were placed with him when the mother of his children brought them to a Department 

office and left them there. The mother was investigated and indicated for abandonment/desertion of her 

children, ages four and two-years-old at the time. The Department took protective custody of the children 

and placed them with the father. In April 2017, the hotline received a call to report that the father was 

selling heroin out of the home. It was reported that the home had no running water, busted out windows 

and no electricity. It was further reported that the father had children with different women, one of them 

busted windows out of the home while the children were home. The Department investigated the father 

for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious by neglect and inadequate shelter.   After a 

formal investigation, in June 2017, the investigation was unfounded. The home had working heat, 

electricity, and water. The investigator observed the home to have no exposed wiring or structural deficits 

which would endanger the health and safety of the children. The broken windows in the home were 

temporarily repaired. The investigator did not observe evidence of drug use in the home; no drug 

paraphernalia or suspicious smells in the home. This investigation has since been expunged. In July 2017, 

the hotline received a call to report that there was a domestic altercation at the residence involving the 

infantôs mother and father, with the infant present. The Department investigated the mother and father for 

substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to the infant. The investigator observed the infant 

and interviewed the parents. The parents denied substance abuse. The home was clean with no issues 

noted. The mother stated everything she told police wasn't true. The parents denied hitting each other. The 

father did admit to locking the mother out of the house because she was acting crazy. The investigator 

spoke to the parents about intact services, but they declined. Following the incident, the mother and infant 

left the home for a few days and said that she and the father had worked things out. In September 2017, 

after the death of the infant the investigation was unfounded with services offered and refused. 

 

 

Child No. 54 DOB: 2/2011 DOD: 9/2017 Accident 

Age at death: 6 years 

Cause of death: Drowning 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:    Forty-eight-year-old father found his six-year-old son at the bottom of a four-foot deep above 

ground pool, while at a gathering at a friendôs home.  The Department investigated the father for death by 

neglect and for substantial risk/environment injurious by neglect to the boyôs twelve-year-old half sibling. 

The father told the investigator that the adults and two children spent the day swimming. After they 

finished swimming, the adults sat on the deck listening to music and watching television while the children 

played.  The father stated that he became concerned of the whereabouts of his six-year-old son, so he went 

inside the house to look for him; he said his step-son was in the house playing video games. The father 

went back outside and discovered his son at the bottom of the pool.  The father pulled him out; a friend 

started CPR on the child until the paramedics arrived and transported the child to the hospital where he 

was pronounced deceased.  The father stated that he had consumed approximately four to five beers that 

day. The father was indicated for death by neglect and substantial risk/environment injurious to the 

surviving sibling. 
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Prior History :   In March 2016, the Department investigated the father for sexual exploitation to his five-

year-old son and his ten-year-old step-son after it was reported that the boys observed him having 

intercourse with his girlfriend.  During a forensic interview, the boys denied anyone touching them 

inappropriately or seeing any naked pictures.  There were no disclosures of sexual abuse. In May 2016, 

the investigation was unfounded, as there was no credible evidence of sexual exploitation.  In November 

2016, the hotline was contacted with a report that over a weekend in October the eleven-year-old and five-

year-old boys reported that the father took them to the park and went to the bar leaving them for 30-40 

minutes unattended.  The eleven-year-old said the bar was out of their sight and when his step-father 

returned he smelled of alcohol. The Department investigated the father for inadequate supervision to the 

children. The investigator spoke with the boys and they both reported that their father took them to the 

park and left them alone while he ran the track, and that the trees made it hard for them to see him running. 

The father admitted to running around the park and leaving the boys unattended. He also admitted to 

leaving the older child on one occasion and going to a restaurant. He and his girlfriend told the   

investigator that the oldest child had a cell phone and had his fatherôs number and his girlfriendôs number 

in the phone.   The investigator discussed not leaving the boys unattended. The father and his girlfriend 

denied leaving them alone in an unsafe situation and the boys never said they were afraid of being in the 

park.  In December 2016, the investigation was unfounded. Services were offered; however, the father 

refused. 

 

 

Child No. 55 DOB: 6/2017 DOD: 9/2017 Accident 

Age at death: 3 months 

Cause of death: Suffocation  

Reason for Review: Youth in care  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:       Three-month-old youth in care found unresponsive on the couch after the thirty-one-year-

old relative foster father (maternal uncle) fell asleep on the couch with the baby. The foster father had laid 

the baby next to him on the couch, face up on top of a pillow. The foster father woke up during the night 

finding the baby face down and wedged between his leg and the pillow. The aunt and uncle rushed the 

baby to the hospital; the uncle driving while the aunt performed CPR in the back seat. The baby was 

pronounced deceased at the hospital. The Department investigated the foster father for death by neglect. 

The investigation was unfounded following the autopsy finding of death to be consistent with accidental 

suffocation.  
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Prior History :  In November 2014, the mother first came to the attention of the Department when she 

gave birth to her third child who tested positive for cocaine.  The mother also tested positive for cocaine 

and marijuana.  The Department investigated the mother for substance misuse.  The mother admitted to 

using cocaine and marijuana during her pregnancy.  She also reported that she had been in jail in October 

2014 on a probation violation.  The mother was indicated for substance misuse. The investigator referred 

the case for intact family services. At the end of January 2015, the children were no longer attending the 

facility where they were receiving services and the mother had missed some home health visits for the 

baby. The intact worker and supervisor presented the case to the Stateôs Attorney.  In early February 2015, 

the mother tested positive for drugs and she admitted using drugs and alcohol.  The Stateôs Attorney filed 

a petition and the three children were taken into custody. The three children were originally placed with a 

maternal great aunt.  The oldest child (five-years-old) was eventually placed with his father and his child 

case closed in August 2015. The father of the two-year-old child became involved in the case. The agency 

provided transportation to visits, referrals for services and monthly bus passes for the parents.  The mother 

and the father had issues with stable housing, often staying with various friends and relatives.  The father 

had a criminal background that included drug and assault convictions. He tested positive for substances at 

times during this case. Neither parent engaged in services and both were inconsistent in visiting.  Both 

parents had been arrested on probation violations during 2016 and spent time in jail.  In November 2016, 

the Stateôs Attorney agreed to seek termination of parental rights. In the beginning of 2017, the parents 

missed visits and the decision was made to change visits to monthly.  The father spent January to March 

2017 in jail and after getting released he became aggressive with the relative foster parent (great aunt) who 

would then no longer allow him in her home.  The mother had limited contact with the worker. In May 

2017, the mother reported that she was pregnant and was due in July 2017.  In June 2017, the parentsô 

rights were terminated. That same month, the foster parent reported to the worker that the mother had 

given birth.  The worker spoke with the hospital social worker who reported that both the mother and the 

baby tested positive for cocaine. The worker called the hotline. The Department investigated the mother 

for substance misuse. The Department took protective custody of the newborn.  The worker for the older 

children had located a relative, maternal uncle and his wife, as a placement. In July 2017, the mother was 

indicated for substance misuse. The infant was noted to be doing well in the foster home of the maternal 

uncle and getting regular medical care.  In September 2017, the family arranged for siblings and parent 

visits to take place together so the parents could see all the children. The parents did attend some visits 

but had not yet engaged in services at the time of the infantôs death.  In October 2018, the great aunt 

adopted the two children she had been fostering since 2015. 

 

 

Child No. 56 DOB: 7/2017 DOD: 10/2017 Accident 

Age at death: 3 months 

Cause of death: Asphyxia due to an unsafe sleeping environment, co-sleeping with an adult  

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative: Three-month-old infant was found unresponsive by his twenty-one-year-old father after 

his twenty-year-old mother laid him down in bed with his father. The father contacted 911 and the infant 

was transported to the hospital where he was pronounced deceased. The Department investigated the 

mother and father for death by neglect. The mother told the investigator that as she left the home, she 

woke the father up and put the infant in bed with him on his back.  The father said he woke up at that time 

and then put the infant on his stomach.  Both parents said due to his hernia he liked to be on his stomach.  

The infant was scheduled to have hernia surgery.  The father checked on him a couple of times and the 

infant was alright; the last time he checked he did not see him breathing. The investigator spoke with the 

family members in the home who said they had never seen the parents mistreat the infant. The coroner 

determined the cause of death to be asphyxia due to co-sleeping with an adult. The investigation against 

the parents was unfounded.   
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Prior History :  The mother and father of the infant resided in a home with paternal relatives, including 

the grandmother and her husband. In June 2017, approximately four-months before the infantôs birth, law 

enforcement contacted the hotline after responding to a call of a suicidal teenager.  The police were called 

to the home the mother and father of the infant were living in at the time, because a teen living in the house 

ran out of the home with a plan to jump off a bridge. The teen disclosed that her stepfather touched her 

inappropriately while her mother was at work.  The Department investigated the stepfather for sexual 

molestation and substantial risk of sexual abuse-sibling of sex abuse victim by the stepfather to the other 

children in the home. The mother and father of the infant were listed as non-involved subjects as they 

resided in the home at the time of the investigation.  Both law enforcement and the Department conducted 

investigations. The police did not file charges against the stepfather and the investigation with the 

Department was unfounded.           

 

 

Child No. 57 DOB: 4/2003 DOD: 11/2017 Accidental 

Age at death: 14 years  

Cause of death: Methadone intoxication  

Reason for Review: Youth in care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:       Fourteen-year-old girl found unresponsive, face down on her bed by her foster father. The 

foster father started CPR and called 911. She was transported to the hospital where she was pronounced 

dead. The foster father reported that he had heard the girl moving around the apartment at approximately 

9:30 pm. He then went to bed. He heard the girlôs alarm clock going off at approximately 5:45 am.; and 

when it was never turned off, the foster father went into her bedroom to check on her and found her 

unresponsive. An autopsy was completed and the cause of death was determined to be methadone 

intoxication and the manner was accidental. The Department did not investigate the teenôs death.  

Prior History : In August 2013, the deceased girl and her sibling, a brother who is autistic, were removed 

from their motherôs care due to inadequate supervision of the boy. The boy had left his familyôs apartment 

unsupervised during the early morning hours and walked to a fast food restaurant by himself.  During the 

investigation, it was noted that this had occurred on five other occasions during the months of July and 

August 2013.  The Department took protective custody of both children, and they were placed in the care 

of a relative. Since coming into the Departmentôs custody, the girl had numerous placements. All 

placements ended in disruption due to her behavior. The teen was hospitalized for psychiatric care twice 

in 2016, referred to a partial hospitalization program and later for therapy.  In October 2016, the children 

were returned to the care of their biological father in Oklahoma. In June 2017, the biological father 

requested that his daughter be removed from his home and brought back to Illinois. She was moved, and 

placed in a non-relative, traditional foster home. In August 2017, the biological father stated that he could 

not continue to care for his son with autism, and in September 2017, the boy was moved back to Illinois 

into a non-relative, traditional placement. The children were residing in two different placements, but 

living on the same street at the time of the girlôs death.  

 

 

Child No. 58 DOB: 5/2003 DOD: 11/2017 Accident 

Age at death: 14 years    

Cause of death: Blunt force injuries to head and neck 

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation at the time of childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative: Fourteen-year-old boy was struck by a car and killed while he was walking home from a 

friendôs house. The hotline was contacted regarding his death and it was reported that the teen was staying 

at a friendôs house. The teen was being bullied, so he left the home and began to walk home, which was 

ten miles away in the dark, when he was struck by a vehicle and killed.  The Department investigated the 

friendôs mother for death by neglect, since she was the responsible caregiver at the time of the accident.  

The investigator met with the teenôs friend, who stated that the teen was at his house the night he was 

killed for a slumber party. The investigator spoke with the friendôs mother and the other teens that were 

at the house for the slumber party. They all reported that the fourteen-year-old got into an argument with 

one of the other kids who was seventeen-years-old, but no one thought it was a big deal. The fourteen-

year-old stated he was going to the gas station that was a couple blocks away to get soda and chips, but he 

never returned. They then learned he was hit by a car. The friendôs mother stated that the fourteen-year-

old was over at her house almost every day and stated that if she had known the teen was going to try and 

walk home she would not have let him. An autopsy was conducted and the cause of death was blunt force 

trauma to the head.  In March 2018, the investigation was unfounded. 

Prior History :  The deceasedôs older brother had a history of behavioral issues and mental health 

diagnosis. There were two prior investigations regarding the brotherôs behaviors in 2013 and 2014; both 

were unfounded, but an intact family services case was opened from June 2014 to May 2015. It was 

recommended the family participate in family psychotherapy and that the family ensure that the twelve-

year-old brother received appropriate medical follow up for his behavioral issues and start seeing a 

psychiatrist. In April 2015, court ordered intact family services was closed. The family agreed to continue 

counseling for the brother after case closure and all other services were completed. In July 2015, the 

hotline received a call to report that the parentsô home was filthy. The Department investigated the mother 

for environmental neglect to her three children.  The investigator observed the house and instructed the 

mother to clean the home.  The investigation was unfounded. In December 2016, law enforcement 

contacted the hotline to report allegations of sexual abuse against the father. It was reported that the ten-

year-old daughter had three girls spend the night and that the father laid down with the girls and attempted 

to touch two of the girls inappropriately and was spooning with the other. The Department investigated 

the father for sexual molestation and substantial risk of sexual abuse. According to the police, the girls 

gave credible statements that the father attempted to touch them and they believed it was sexual in nature. 

The father was interviewed by the police and he denied this. There was no actual sexual contact. The 

police released the father and no charges were filed. It was noted that while the actions may have been 

inappropriate, there was not abuse or neglect. The daughter stated that she felt safe at home and it had 

never happened before and hasnôt happened since.  The investigation was unfounded for lack of evidence. 

In November 2017, the hotline was contacted by law enforcement to report a physical altercation between 

the father and deceased teen. It was reported that the father was drunk and harassing the teen. The father 

pushed the teen and the teen then began to punch the father. The Department investigated the father and 

mother for substantial risk. The investigator spoke with the mother and the mother agreed to let the 

investigator visit the home the following week and interview her son; however, the teen was killed three 

days prior to the scheduled visit. The investigation was unfounded against the mother, for a lack of 

evidence that she was neglectful in this situation. The allegation against the father was indicated due to 

him being intoxicated and repeatedly antagonizing the teen, eventually leading to a physical altercation 

with police involvement. In January 2018, the investigation was closed. 

 

 

Child No. 59 DOB: 11/2017 DOD: 1/2018 Accident 

Age at death: 2 months   

Cause of death: Asphyxia due to overlay 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative: Thirty-three-year-old mother awoke in the morning to find her two-month-old infant face 

down, not breathing and cold.  The mother contacted 911 and tried to perform CPR.  The infant was 

transported to the hospital where the infant was pronounced dead. It was reported that the mother had three 

other children in the home ages twelve, ten and two.  The Department investigated the mother for death 

by neglect. The investigator implemented a safety plan for the other children and the investigator spoke 

with the mother, who stated that at around 2 a.m. she fed the infant and laid her on her back in bed with 

her, but when she woke up in the morning the infant had rolled over onto her stomach and the mother 

noticed she wasnôt breathing.  The investigator spoke with the pediatrician who had just seen the infant in 

December and there were no concerns.  The autopsy findings reported that the cause of death was due to 

co-sleeping on an adult bed. The investigation was unfounded against the mother for death by neglect.  

The mother asked for grief counseling for herself and the children. The investigator referred the family 

for intact family services and the family agreed.  

Prior History :  In February 2010, the hotline received a call to report that the mother attempted suicide 

by holding a knife to her own throat and that both parents were drunk during the incident.  The parentôs 

four-year and two-year-old children were present during the incident, but not harmed. It was further 

reported that law enforcement is frequently out to the residence for domestic disturbances and that the 

mother had been arrested for battery in the past.  The Department investigated the mother for substantial 

risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to her children. The 

investigation was unfounded after an appeal.  The family was offered intact family services. The mother 

received services for drug and alcohol treatment, mental health treatment, and showed progress in her 

parenting skills. The case was closed in May 2011 after services were successfully completed. In October 

2016, the hotline received a call to report that the mother had brought her eleven-year-old daughter to the 

doctor for a school physical. During the examination, the child complained of sharp belly pain on her 

lower right side and the doctor referred the child to have tests done at another hospital, but the mother 

never took the child for tests.  The Department investigated the mother for medical neglect and the 

investigation was unfounded.  In March 2017, the hotline received a call from law enforcement to report 

that the mother had been arrested for an unrelated traffic warrant and her children ages eleven, nine and 

one were left home alone. The Department investigated the mother for inadequate supervision. The mother 

told the police her children were waiting for her. The police went to the apartment and found the children 

unsupervised. The mother reported that she left the children with the neighbor upstairs. The eleven-year-

old and nine-year-old stated that when their mother left the home, she sent them to the neighbor upstairs, 

but shortly thereafter they went back downstairs to watch television and then the police showed up. The 

neighbor confirmed this. The mother reported the children go between their apartment and the neighborôs 

apartment frequently. The investigator observed all three children to appear healthy with no signs of abuse 

or neglect. The home was clean and utilities were on. In May 2017, the investigation was unfounded.   

 

 

Child No. 60 DOB: 7/2009 DOD: 1/2018 Accident 

Age at death: 8 years  

Cause of death: Seizure due to remote hypoxic-ischemic brain injury due to remote bedding 

asphyxia  

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death     

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative:      Eight-year-old medically complex boy was found unresponsive in his bed by his mother.  

The motherôs paramour called 911 and she and her paramour performed CPR on the child until paramedics 

arrived and transported him to the hospital where he was pronounced deceased. The child had a history of 

several medical conditions, that included cerebral palsy and a global hypoxic ischemic brain injury that 

was caused from co-sleeping with his mother as a newborn. The child also had a g-tube for feedings and 

was unable to care for himself.  The Department investigated the mother for death by neglect. The mother 

stated that the child had been sick, having coughing spells prior to his death and that she had taken the 

child to the hospital several times in the last ten days due to his coughing spells. She further stated that 

since the child was having the coughing spells, she placed a pillow under his head when she put him to 

bed. When she awoke she found the child lying on his side with his face half into his pillow. The 

investigator spoke to the childôs physician and found no concerns. The investigation for death by neglect 

was unfounded. The coroner did not find any evidence of abuse or neglect and none of the siblings had 

suspicious injuries. The child had reportedly been congested but per the autopsy, the primary cause of 

death was a seizure. 

Prior History : The mother was investigated by the Department thirteen times from April 2009 until the 

death of her son in January 2018. Eleven investigations were unfounded (including the investigation for 

death by neglect to her son in January 2018) and two investigations that were indicated. The first indicated 

report was from April 2009, in which the parents were indicated for inadequate supervision and 

environmental neglect. The second indicated investigation was from July 2009, when the hotline received 

a call to report that the mother found her eleven-day-old newborn (the deceased) face down and 

unresponsive in bed with her.  The newborn was in full cardiac arrest and was transported to the hospital 

via ambulance.  The newborn had been unresponsive for approximately twenty minutes and was put on a 

ventilator.  There were no outward signs of abuse or trauma. It was also reported that when the first 

responders arrived at the home it was filthy with cock roach infestation, fleas, and trash strewn all about 

the apartment. The newborn suffered a global hypoxic-ischemic brain injury and was diagnosed with 

cerebral palsy and eventually had to have a g-tube placed for feedings.  The mother and father were 

indicated for head injuries by neglect and for environmental neglect. In August 2009, the family was 

referred for intact family services.  The intact case was opened for one year. There were nine unfounded 

reports between 2010 and January 2017; they were unfounded for substantial risk, inadequate food, 

environmental neglect, inadequate supervision or medical neglect to the deceased. In January 2017, a 

family member called the hotline and the family was referred for child welfare services, but the mother 

declined services. In May 2017, the hotline received a call to report that the motherôs nine-year-old son 

attended school with a dog bite to his face, having been bitten by a Pitbull.  The investigator met with the 

two healthy children at school, who appeared to be clean, appropriately dressed and did not display 

outward signs of abuse or neglect.  The motherôs disabled son appeared to be clean and did not show any 

signs of abuse.  The investigation against the mother for environmental neglect was unfounded, due to 

insufficient evidence to prove the familyôs environment was harmful to the childrenôs well-being. 

 

 

 

Child No. 61 DOB: 1/2018 DOD: 1/2018 Accident 

Age at death: 13 days   

Cause of death: Asphyxia due to overlay  

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation at time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:  Twenty-six-year-old mother found her thirteen-day-old infant unresponsive after rolling 

on top of the infant during a nap. The infant was napping in a twin-sized bed with her mother and a one-

year-old sibling. The shelter, where the mother and her four children resided, called 911.  Emergency 

medical services performed CPR and transported the infant to the hospital where she was pronounced 

deceased.  The room at the shelter had two bunk beds and a pack-n-play. An autopsy determined the cause 

of death to be asphyxia/overlay.  The mother was investigated and indicated for allegation of death by 

neglect and substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious after the child protection 

investigation revealed that the mother had been educated on the importance of safe sleep and had been 

provided a crib for the infant. Following the infant's death, an intact family services case was opened.  
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Prior History :  Four days before the infantôs death, a worker from the shelter where the family resided, 

contacted the hotline. The worker reported that the mother has left her four children unsupervised on 

several occasions, including when she comes down for meals without them.  An investigation was opened 

for inadequate food and inadequate supervision.  The mother was indicated for inadequate supervision as 

to her four children. The mother admitted to leaving the children unattended for short periods of time. The 

child protection investigator observed written documentation from the shelter that outlined specific dates 

and times the mother left her children unsupervised, signed by the mother.  The allegations of inadequate 

food were unfounded. The mother denied that she was not feeding her children; the oldest child was able 

to list foods that the mother fed him. During the investigation, the child protection investigator discussed 

safe sleep with the mother and provided her with a pack-n-play for the infant.  

 

 

Child No. 62 DOB: 1/2018 DOD: 2/2018 Accident 

Age at death: 7 weeks  

Cause of death: Undetermined  

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation at time of childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:        Seven-week-old infant was found unresponsive in bed with her twin brother and parents. 

The infant was rushed to the hospital where she was pronounced deceased. The Department is 

investigating the death and the investigation is pending.  The surviving twin and nine-year-old sibling 

were taken into temporary custody of the Department. The petition noted that the seven-week-old twins 

had not yet been taken to the doctor, the parents ignored the advisement of the Department to use safe 

sleep practices given just three days before the death, the parents had allowed drug paraphernalia in the 

home and the mother had a history with Department.   
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Prior History : The deceased infant has a twin brother and three older siblings (ages: nine, six and three 

years).  In October 2016, law enforcement contacted the hotline to report that the maternal uncle had 

gotten into a car accident with his seven-year-old niece, four-year and two-year-old nephews and a 

neighbor child. The maternal uncle was arrested and charged with a DUI and four counts of child 

endangerment.  The Department investigated the uncle for substantial risk of harm.  The parents reported 

that the uncle moved in with them after losing his job. The parents reported that the uncle watched the 

children while they were at work. Both parents reported that the uncle was not drinking when they left the 

children in his care.  The parents asked the uncle to leave the home and had not seen him since the accident.  

The investigator was never able to locate the uncle, but indicated the uncle for substantial risk of harm by 

neglect based on the police report. Four months later, the eight-year-old told her teacher that her maternal 

uncle lived with them and he babysat her and her younger brothers until her mom comes home from work.  

The eight-year-old said that her uncle gets drunk and will yell at her.  One time she couldnôt wake up her 

uncle and she took care of her brothers. The Department investigated the parents and uncle for substantial 

risk of harm by neglect and inadequate supervision. The uncle had moved back with the family after 

getting out of jail.  The uncle reported that he drank a beer while watching the children once. The 

investigator met with the parents who stated that they spoke with the uncle telling him he could not drink 

while watching the children, and he agreed. The father reported they were going through a divorce and 

the eight-year-old was most affected and was angry with her uncle.  Before the investigation was closed 

the mother and eight-year-old moved out of the home. The father and the two boys moved out of state. In 

April 2017, the investigation against the parents and the uncle was indicated for substantial risk of harm 

by neglect and inadequate supervision. In October 2017, the eight-year-oldôs teacher contacted the hotline 

to report that the eight-year-old had ongoing issues with a rash and hygiene. The Department investigated 

the mother for environmental and medical neglect. The girl told the investigator that her mother puts 

medication on her sores and they are healing. The mother reported that her daughter had showed her the 

rash when she picked her up from a relativeôs home and took her to the clinic right away. The doctor said 

it could be an allergic reaction to bug bites among other things. The doctor gave her a prescription for an 

allergy medication and informed her to put calamine lotion on the rash. The investigator checked for bugs 

around the home but had not found any; the rash was clearing up. In December 2017, the investigation 

was unfounded. In February 2018, it was reported that law enforcement went to the home of the mother 

and her paramour looking for the paramourôs brother.  The mother and her paramour live in the home with 

their newborn twins and the motherôs nine-year-old daughter. The police found the brother hiding upstairs 

in a closet and was in possession of heroin. The mother and paramour were upstairs in the same bedroom 

and the twins were on the bed. The police found needles on the dresser.  The mother was arrested on a 

traffic warrant.  The Department investigated the parents for substantial risk of harm by neglect. The 

investigator met with the family and observed the seven-week-old twins sleeping in bassinets.  The parents 

stated that they were not aware that the brother was using and that he had been in rehab and thought he 

was clean. The investigator completed a home safety checklist including discussing safe sleep with the 

parents. He observed blankets in the bassinet and advised the parents to remove the blankets.  Three days 

later the seven-week-old twin girl was found unresponsive and pronounced deceased. In March 2018, the 

parents were indicated for risk of harm for allowing the uncle with a history of drug use to be around the 

children.  The Department was granted temporary custody of the children and placed them with the 

paternal aunt and her husband who are committed to adopting the children.   

 

 

Child No. 63 DOB: 12/2017 DOD: 3/2018 Accident 

Age at death: 3 months 

Cause of death: Asphyxia due to co-sleeping 

Reason for Review: Intact family case open at the time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative:   Three-month-old infant was found unresponsive in bed with her twenty-one-year-old mother, 

twenty-six-year-old father, two-year-old and four-year-old siblings. The Department investigated the 

parents for death by neglect and substantial risk of harm to the two siblings. The Department took custody 

of the siblings and placed them with a relative.  The children had been with relatives in a voluntary plan 

after the deceased infant tested positive for drugs at birth. The parents both entered drug treatment and 

two weeks prior to the infantôs death the children had gone home.  At the time of the infantôs death, the 

parents tested positive for methamphetamines. The parents were indicated for death by neglect and 

substantial risk of harm to the two siblings.  

Prior  History:  In August 2016, the hotline received a call and it was reported that the parents trailer was 

filthy with dirty dishes throughout the home, flies everywhere, food on the floor, including old dog food, 

dirty carpeting with an odor; and that the parents had a three-year-old and an eight-month-old crawling 

around the floor. The Department investigated the parents for environmental neglect. The child protection 

investigator observed the home to be cluttered and disheveled with moldy food on dishes and pans; fleas 

and flies throughout the home and a dirty potty training chair.  The mother told the investigator that the 

home had been spotless when they left the house and that the clutter, mess and rotten items must have 

been placed by the landlord. The investigator took the mother to the trailer and she admitted the items 

were theirs. The investigation was indicated for environmental neglect. The parents moved into a clean 

home with relatives. In February 2017, the hotline received a call that the one-year-old had gotten out of 

the home while the parents were asleep. The Department investigated the parents for inadequate 

supervision; however, the child was released back to the parents and no arrests were made. The 

investigation was unfounded the same day the report was made and was expunged at the time of the 

infantôs death. In December 2017, a hospital worker contacted the hotline to report that the twenty-one-

year-old mother gave birth and that both mom and infant tested positive for methamphetamines and the 

mother tested positive for marijuana as well.  It was also reported that the mother tested positive for 

methamphetamine at a prenatal visit in August.  The Department investigated the parents for substantial 

risk of harm and substance misuse.  The parents had left the older children with the maternal grandmother 

while the mother was giving birth. The parents agreed to intact family services and allowing the children 

to stay with the maternal grandmother while they received treatment.   After discharge from the hospital 

the infant went to stay with the maternal grandmother and the mother went to stay with other relatives.  

She visited the children and the father went to jail after missing a court date while the mother was in labor.  

The mother started substance abuse treatment. The father received probation with treatment a condition 

of probation. Both had been dropping clean and were living with relatives.  After the intact case was 

opened in late January, the investigation was indicated and closed.  In March 2018, the parents had been 

consistently participating in drug treatment and had three clean random drops.  The couple was staying 

with the paternal uncle who had enough bedrooms for the children.  The worker completed a home safety 

checklist and noted the crib and bassinet for the toddler and infant. She reviewed safe sleep information 

with them. The day prior to the death of the infant, the mother called the worker stating that the father had 

just been told to do a drop and tested positive.  The mother said she was sure it was a false positive and 

asked the worker to follow-up with re-testing.  The next day, after the worker learned of the death of the 

infant the worker received a call from the testing agency stating that the fatherôs re-testing was negative.    

 

 

Child No. 64 DOB: 7/2016 DOD: 3/2018 Accident 

Age at death: 20 months  

Cause of death: Mechanical/traumatic asphyxiation wedged between crib and wall 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  
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Narrative:    Twenty-month-old toddler was found by her hearing-impaired grandfather suspended from 

a crib railing by one leg, and wedged between her crib and a dresser. She was transported by ambulance 

to a local hospital and then flown to a childrenôs hospital in critical condition where she later died. It was 

reported that the grandfather fed the children and put them to bed; he left the room to do laundry; he 

returned approximately fifteen minutes later and observed the toddler and her four-month-old sibling still 

asleep in their respective beds.  The grandfather left the room again; returned fifteen minutes later and 

found the toddler unresponsive and hanging upside down outside of her crib with a blanket wrapped 

around her neck.  The toddler was wedged between the baby bed and the dresser.  The grandfather removed 

the toddler from the blanket and placed her on his bed; he performed CPR, paramedics arrived and 

transported her to the hospital.  The Department investigated the grandfather for death by abuse; cuts, 

bruises, and welts; and inadequate supervision. An allegation of sexual penetration to the toddler was 

added because upon initial exam it was believed that the child had genital tearing. Both grandparents were 

investigated for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious by neglect to the toddlerôs 

siblings. An autopsy performed determined the cause of death to be Wedging (traumatic/mechanical 

asphyxia). In July 2018, the investigation against the grandparents was unfounded.  There was insufficient 

evidence to support the allegation for death by abuse; cuts, bruises and welts to the toddler; inadequate 

supervision to toddler by grandfather. The allegation for sexual penetration was unfounded, as a sexual 

abuse kit was completed and there was no evidence of sexual assault and were no findings of sexual abuse 

at the time of the autopsy being completed. The allegation for substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious by neglect to the toddlerôs siblings by grandparents was unfounded as there 

was never any evidence that the siblings were placed at risk of harm.  

Prior History :  In 2016 the deceased and her siblings resided with the grandparents and the grandparents 

subsequently became their legal guardians. In July 2017, the mother contacted the hotline to report that 

her one-year-old daughter broke her leg when she fell off a bed four days earlier, while in the care of the 

grandfather. The Department investigated the grandfather for bone fractures by neglect and inadequate 

supervision. The mother reported that the childrenôs father was in jail.  The incident happened 

approximately four days prior to report being made. The child was taken to the hospital for the injury and 

no hotline call was made by hospital. The grandfather was changing the child on the bed and when the 

grandfather reached for something behind him the child fell off the bed. The grandmother stated that the 

child fell off the bed and was taken for medical treatment immediately after the incident occurred. 

Grandmother worked and grandfather stayed home with the children. Grandfather had partial hearing loss; 

he reported relying on reading lips, vibrations and animal senses. The child was being seen by a doctor on 

a regular basis; the child was treated by orthopedic doctor who believed that the incident was accidental. 

The investigation against the grandfather was unfounded.  

 

 

Child No. 65 DOB: 3/2018 DOD: 4/2018 Accident 

Age at death: 2 weeks   

Cause of death: Asphyxia due to co-sleeping with an adult 

Reason for Review: Open intact case at the time of the childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative:   Two-week-old infant was found unresponsive by his mother around 6:30 a.m. The mother 

called 911, paramedics arrived on the scene and transported the infant to the hospital where he was 

pronounced deceased. When law enforcement arrived on the scene they observed a lot of alcohol in the 

home.  The mother was taken into police custody after she blew a .14 on the breathalyzer. The mother 

reported that she woke up around 2:00 a.m. fed the infant and went back to sleep. When she woke up in 

the morning the infant was dead. The mother stated that she slept on the couch with the infant. The mother 

admitted to drinking the night before; she was highly intoxicated and her story changed a few times during 

police interviews.  The mother had an open intact family services case and when asked why the worker 

did not know she was pregnant, she stated the worker never asked so she never told her.  The Department 

took protective custody of the infantôs five siblings. During forensic interviews with the children, they all 

reported that the infant slept on the couch with their mother. The children all reported that their uncle and 

grandfather were at the home with their mother the night before the infant died. The coroner had ruled the 

death asphyxiation due to adult co-sleeping. The mother was arrested for reckless homicide. The 

investigation remained pending until the final autopsy. The mother was indicated for death by neglect and 

inadequate supervision due to her being highly intoxicated and co-sleeping with her infant. 
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Prior History :  This family was involved in nine investigations with the Department from 2012 through 

2017; five investigations were indicated and four were unfounded. There were three unfounded 

investigations in 2012 for substantial risk, inadequate supervision, and poison-noxious substances on the 

mother and her paramour. They were all expunged.  In May 2014, the mother and her paramour were 

investigated for inadequate supervision to her six-year-old; the mother was investigated for environmental 

neglect to her six-year old and three-year-old, after it was reported that the police were called because the 

six-year-old was left home alone for five hours. The home was ñunlivable,ò as there was trash all over, 

dead mice on the floor, and roaches. The investigator found evidence that the mother had been attempting 

to rid the home of mice and roaches and the investigation against the mother was unfounded. The 

investigation against the motherôs paramour for inadequate supervision was indicated because the 

paramour admitted that he was in charge of watching the six-year-old and left the home.  In September 

2015, the paramour was investigated and indicated for inadequate supervision to three of the children, 

ages three, one and four, after it was reported that while the mother was at work, the paramour left the 

children alone for approximately forty minutes while he went to the store. He was arrested for child 

endangerment.  A safety plan was put in place.  While this investigation was pending, in October 2015, it 

was reported that the paramour was drinking and passed out leaving the three-year-old unsupervised. The 

three-year-old was found wandering the streets and the paramour was arrested again for child 

endangerment. An intact family services case was opened for the family. The paramour did not participate 

in services. The mother ensured that the paramour would not have unsupervised contact with the children 

and the case was closed in May 2016.  In July 2016, the paramour was investigated and indicated for 

inadequate supervision to the four-year-old and two-year-old, after it was reported that the paramour went 

to the motherôs house and an argument ensued. The children were being cared for by their maternal 

grandfather while the mother was at work. The paramour went to the grandfatherôs home and asked to 

take the children out for ice cream. The paramour dropped them off with a woman who did not know the 

children and then went to the motherôs home with a gun. The police were flagged down by a neighbor and 

found the paramour in the yard with the gun and arrested him. The children were returned to their mother 

and the mother assured the investigator that she would not allow contact between the paramour and the 

children. In January 2017, the mother and paramour were investigated and indicated for substantial risk 

of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to all five children, after it was 

reported that law enforcement was dispatched for a domestic involving the mother and paramour. The ten-

year-old stated that the paramour began yelling at the mother and hit her twelve times with a closed fist in 

the face, and shoved her against the wall. The mother had bruising to the face, a laceration to the forehead, 

and swelling and redness to the neck where she was choked.  When the ten-year-old told the paramour to 

stop the paramour shoved him.  The family agreed to intact family services, which was open at the time 

of the infantôs death. In February 2017, the mother was investigated and unfounded for inadequate 

supervision to four of her children ages nine, six, two and four. The investigation was eventually expunged. 

The intact family services caseworker saw the family ten days before the infant was born. The worker did 

not know that the mother was pregnant. The mother had completed all services, but the intact case was 

still open at the time of the infantôs death due to the paramour not engaging in services.  The investigator 

took protective custody of all the children in April 2018, after the death of the infant. The children were 

placed with relatives and the case remains open.  

 

 

Child No. 66 DOB: 2/2018 DOD: 4/2018 Accident 

Age at death: 2 months 

Cause of death: Likely suffocation due to breathing obstruction from a blanket 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative: A two-month old girl was found unresponsive by her father. The father reported to police that 

around 4:00pm, while home alone with his two-month-old and seventeen-month-old children, the father 

swaddled the two-month-old and placed her on her side in the parentsô bed and put a bottle in the infantôs 

mouth. The father reported that the seventeen-month-old was sleeping in a toddler bed in the room and he 

laid down next to the two-month-old to take a nap. The father reported that he awoke around 11:00pm and 

saw the seventeen-month-old sitting up in her toddler bed and found the two-month-old unresponsive. 

Paramedics who were on the scene reported that the infantôs body was stiff when they arrived at the home. 

According to the autopsy report, the cause of death is likely suffocation due to breathing obstruction from 

a blanket and co-sleeping in an adult bed is a contributing factor.  The Department was granted temporary 

custody of the seventeen-month-old and the father was indicated for death by neglect and inadequate 

supervision.  

Prior History :  In 2014, prior to the deceased childôs birth, the hotline was contacted alleging non-

organic failure to thrive to the motherôs 3-month-old child. During the child protection investigation, the 

mother violated the safety plan and the Department was granted temporary custody of the 3-month old. 

The mother was indicated for non-organic failure to thrive. Four months later, the mother could not be 

located by the Department.  Motherôs parental rights to the half sibling of the deceased child were 

terminated in 2016. Six months after parental rights were terminated, the mother gave birth to a second 

child.  A month after the mother gave birth, the hotline was contacted alleging risk of harm to the baby 

given that the mother was previously uncooperative and parental rights had been terminated on a different 

child. The investigation was pending for six months and ultimately unfounded and closed because the 

mother could not be located.  Nine months after the investigation was unfounded, the motherôs two-month 

old child died.  

 

 

Child No. 67 DOB: 4/2015 DOD: 4/2018 Accidental 

Age at death: 2 ½ years  

Cause of death: Multiple blunt force injuries due to motor vehicle striking pedestrian  

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:      Two-and-a-half-year-old toddler died as a result of head and chest trauma sustained from 

being struck by a minivan while walking across an intersection with his twenty-three-year-old maternal 

aunt who was pregnant, and also struck by the van. The toddler was taken from the scene to the nearest 

hospital by ambulance and then flown by helicopter to a childrenôs hospital, where he later died. The 

medical examiner contacted the hotline to report the death of the toddler. The driver of the van had the 

light and there were concerns that the positioning of the sun was a factor.  The aunt and the toddler were 

walking against the light. The Department initiated an investigation for death by neglect to the toddler by 

his aunt. The investigation against the aunt was unfounded. The police had deemed this incident accidental 

and no charges were made.  Furthermore, there was no evidence presented to show the aunt was in any 

way impaired, physically or mentally.   
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Prior History :   In May 2016, the mother was investigated for medical neglect to the deceased toddler, 

after a hospital social worker contacted the hotline to report that the toddler was admitted to the burn unit 

in April 2016, due to a grease burn on his face and scalp. Upon discharge the mother was instructed to 

bring the toddler to the clinic for follow up. The hospital became concerned when the mother failed to 

follow up in the burn clinic on multiple occasions. The mother stated to the investigator that transportation 

was an issue. The investigator observed the toddler and observed the mother using the prescribed cream. 

The mother was instructed by the investigator to bring her toddler to the emergency room and to the burn 

clinic; the mother complied and the investigation was unfounded. In May 2017, the deceased toddlerôs 

maternal grandmother with whom his family lived, was investigated for inadequate supervision to her 

sixteen-year-old daughter. A juvenile officer contacted the hotline to report that the sixteen-year-old girl 

was arrested the night before for retail theft along with a teenaged friend.  She was taken to the County 

Probation office after her guardian was not located.  The investigator met with the grandmother and was 

informed that she did go and pick up her daughter at the juvenile detention center and brought her home.  

The grandmother did have a curfew in place for her daughter. She denied that her daughter had a history 

of running away, but had been hanging out with a friend who was a chronic runaway and was told to stay 

away from her. The investigator provided the grandmother with a list of community resources, which 

included counseling services for the minor.  In July 2017, the investigation was unfounded with a referral 

for community based services.  

 

 

Child No. 68 DOB: 4/2018 DOD: 5/2018 Accident 

Age at death: 25 days   

Cause of death: Asphyxia due to overlaying and co-sleeping 

Reason for Review: Open intact family services at time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:        Twenty-five-day-old infant found unresponsive after co-sleeping on a couch. The twenty-

seven-year-old mother stated that she had finished nursing and burped the infant; she was sitting on the 

couch in an upright position; and the infant was upright in her left arm facing upward. The mother awoke 

twenty or twenty-five minutes later and the infant was blue. The mother started CPR and ran over to a 

neighbor's house to get help. The neighbor continued CPR and 911 was called. Upon arrival to the scene, 

the law enforcement officer observed the infantôs face to be blue and there was dried blood around his 

mouth.  The mother explained that she was breastfeeding the infant and fell asleep. The mother pulled her 

shirt up and the officer observed blood all over her left breast area.  The infant was transported via 

ambulance to the hospital where he was pronounced deceased. The Department investigated the mother 

for death by neglect. During the death investigation, the motherôs surviving children were placed with a 

relative under a safety plan; pending results of the autopsy. The autopsy performed found the cause of 

death to be attributed to asphyxia due to overlaying while co-sleeping on a couch.  The investigation 

against the mother was unfounded for death by neglect.   



 

93 
CHILD DEATH REPORT 

Prior History :  In March 2018, an intact family services case with court involvement was opened 

following a Department investigation in December 2017 that resulted in indicated findings of substantial 

risk of physical injury/environment injurious by neglect due to an incident of domestic violence between 

the mother and her paramour. The child protection investigator filed a petition requesting court supervision 

because the mother initially refused intact services.  The mother was cooperative with her service plan, 

which included parenting, therapy/mental health for all family members and court cooperation. The intact 

case had only been open for two months prior to the infantôs death. In addition to the intact case, there 

were two pending child protection investigations at the time of the infant's death. In April 2018, the hotline 

was contacted with allegations of substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious after it was 

reported that the uncle made a threat to the motherôs eight-year-old daughter that he was going to ñbash 

her headò in and the mother did nothing. Three days later, another call came into the hotline after the 

mother ran into a store and her daughter who remained in the car, found mace in the car and sprayed 

herself in the face. Allegations of substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious and inadequate 

supervision were taken for investigation. In June 2018, both investigations were unfounded. The 

investigation involving the uncle revealed that the uncle told the motherôs daughter that if she continued 

to bounce on the yoga ball in the hallway upstairs, close to the stairwell, she would likely fall and bash 

her head. As for the other investigation, it was determined that the mother had discussed with the child to 

not play with mace in the past and its use for safety reasons. 

 

 

Child No. 69 DOB: 7/1999 DOD: 5/2018 Accident 

Age at death: 18 years  

Cause of death: Drowning due to motor vehicle accident  

Reason for Review: Youth in care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:    Eighteen-year-old girl was in a car accident which resulted in her death.  The teen was a 

passenger in a vehicle that rolled over into water.  Law enforcement was dispatched to a motor vehicle 

accident and found a vehicle on its top partially submerged in a creek with two occupants that were still 

seat belted.  The driver said the crash resulted from swerving to miss a deer. There was no suspicion of 

drug or alcohol impairment as to the driver. The driver told the officer that the deceased had smoked 

cannabis and drug paraphernalia was found in the deceased's belongings. The Department did not 

investigate the death.  

Prior History :  The mother of the deceased teen had an extensive history with the Department dating 

back to 1998. None of her children are in her care. In a report dated September 1998, the mother was 

indicated for inadequate supervision to her one-year-old (the deceased teenôs sibling), after he was found 

playing unsupervised in the street. The deceased teen had a twin brother.  In July 2003, she and her twin 

brother (four years of age) were taken into care for risk of harm due to repeated reports of inadequate 

supervision. In October 2005, the motherôs parental rights to the twins (then six years of age) were 

terminated. In November 2005, the motherôs youngest child (twenty-two months of age) came into care; 

the motherôs parental rights to this child were also terminated. The twins and the youngest sibling were 

adopted by the same family.  In 2014, the twins both came back into care. The deceased twinôs brother 

came back into care through dependency. The teen receives services and is enrolled in college. The 

deceased teen came into care as a minor in need of authoritative intervention.  At the time of the teenôs 

death, she had a goal of independence in which she had satisfactory progress. She was compliant with 

services and had regular contact with her caseworker. She was employed; was participating in the 

employee incentive program; and had recently bought a car. She had sibling visits and was doing well in 

her foster home. 
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Child No. 70 DOB: 3/2018 DOD: 6/2018 Accident 

Age at death: 2 ½ months 

Cause of death: Asphyxia due to prone sleeping on an adult bed 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:    Two-and-a-half-month old found unresponsive on an adult bed in a motel room by her 

mother.  The mother called 911, administered CPR until the paramedics arrived, and they transported the 

infant to the hospital where she was pronounced deceased. The Department investigated the parents for 

death by neglect and substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by 

neglect to the one-year-old sibling.  The parents both reported that they had been staying in the motel over 

the weekend. The mother gave the infant a bottle in the middle of the night and put her on the adult bed 

on her back with three pillows surrounding her. When the mother awoke in the morning the infant was 

found on her stomach and unresponsive.  The parents reported that the one-year-old sibling usually woke 

up before them and played in the motel room until they woke. The one-year-old sibling was placed with 

his grandfather under a safety plan. The autopsy determined that the death was caused from positional 

asphyxia. The investigation was indicated for death by neglect to the deceased and substantial risk to the 

one-year-old. 

Prior History :  The mother had an extensive history with the Department as a child.  The motherôs first 

encounter with the Department as a parent was in July 2017, when the hotline was called to report that the 

mother, her paramour and the motherôs one-year-old were residing with the maternal grandmother and the 

home was infested with cockroaches, bed bugs, lice, and the grandmother was a hoarder. The Department 

investigated the mother for environmental neglect. The investigator met with the family and the one-year-

old was observed to be clean and well cared for.  The grandmother stated that the mother, paramour and 

baby moved in with her a few days ago and would stay until they could find their own place. The mother 

brought a lot of things with her from storage and that was why the house was cluttered. The baby did have 

a clean playpen and was not likely in immediate danger.  The investigator returned to the home a week 

later and the clutter had been reduced significantly.  The investigation was unfounded. The paramour who 

had a daughter from a previous relationship was involved with the Department as well.  In October 2016, 

there was an investigation for substantial risk to his daughter by her mother that was unfounded. In 

February 2017, the hotline was contacted to report that there was a domestic violence incident between 

the mother and father that took place in front of their child. The father pushed the mother onto the bed the 

child was laying on. The father was arrested and was no longer living in the home. The father was indicated 

for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to his three-

month-old daughter. 

 

 

Child No. 71 DOB: 12/2016 DOD: 6/2018 Accident 

Age at death: 18 months  

Cause of death: Drowning  

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation and open intact family services case 

within a year of the childôs death 

Action Taken: Full investigation pending 
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Narrative:     Eighteenth-month-old toddler found by her twenty-two-year-old mother floating in the 

family swimming pool. A neighbor attempted CPR. When police arrived, they continued CPR until the 

paramedics arrived and transported the toddler to the hospital where she was pronounced deceased. It was 

reported that the mother put her children to bed the night before, which was the last time she saw her 

toddler alive. The mother woke up the following morning, peaked into her toddlerôs room to check on her 

and believed the toddler was still asleep.  As everyone was up and starting their day, they noticed the 

toddler was missing. The mother looked for her and found the toddler floating in the swimming pool. The 

mother pulled the toddler out of the pool, ran to a neighborôs house to call 911. The pool was approximately 

14-16ô round and 4ô deep. There was no fence or gate around the pool and the ladder was laying on the 

ground next to the pool.  The Department investigated the mother for death by neglect and inadequate 

supervision to the toddler and substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious by neglect to the 

three-year-old sibling. The mother was indicated and the three-year-old sibling came into care.  

Prior History :  In June 2015, it was reported to the hotline that after the mother and her paramour got 

into an altercation, the mother became upset and left with her two-month-old infant in a vehicle while 

intoxicated. She was advised not to drive by law enforcement.  The Department indicated the mother for 

substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to her infant. In 

July 2015, it was reported that the mother was staying in a residence that had methamphetamine and 

cannabis paraphernalia located in the home and tested positive for methamphetamine and THC.  The 

mother admitted to using meth and reported her last use was the day before. The mother reported to 

ongoing treatment for substance abuse since the age of twelve. The Department took protective custody 

of the three-month-old infant. A placement case was opened and the infant was placed in foster care.  The 

mother was indicated for substantial risk of physical injury. In August 2016, the sixteen-month-old child 

was returned to his mother and the case was closed.  In February 2017, it was reported to the hotline that 

an altercation had occurred between the mother and her paramour.  The mother reported to law 

enforcement that she wanted to file a domestic battery report against her paramour for a physical 

altercation. She told law enforcement that she was holding her infant as her paramour was hitting her and 

at one point he hit the child in the head; she said the child was not hurt. Her brother witnessed the incident. 

The mother reported breaking up with her paramour and was moving out of the home.  She wanted to 

obtain an order of protection.  There was a history of domestic violence between the mother and paramour. 

The Department investigated the mother for substantial risk of physical injury /environment injurious to 

health and welfare by neglect; and investigated the paramour for substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious to health and welfare-incidents of violence or intimidation. In March 2017, 

an intact family services case was opened, so the mother could receive domestic violence education and 

supportive counseling.  In April 2017, the motherôs ex-paramour was indicated for substantial risk of 

physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare-incidents of violence or intimidation and the 

mother was unfounded.  The mother obtained an order of protection and charges against her ex-paramour 

were filed for domestic battery/bodily harm.  In May 2017, the intact family case was closed. In February 

2018, it was reported to the hotline that the mother had been abusing alcohol and methamphetamines while 

supervising her two-year-old and one-year-old.  The Department investigated the mother for substantial 

risk of physical injury/environment injurious by neglect to her children. The children were placed with the 

maternal grandmother. The mother admitted to the investigator to random meth use and said she would be 

positive for a drug test if taken. The mother asked for help to get into treatment, so she could get her 

children back after she completes an inpatient program. The investigator discussed intact family services 

and the mother agreed to cooperate with services, counseling and drug testing. In the beginning of April 

2018, the intact case worker spoke with the mother who was extremely agitated and said she wanted 

services to be over. She also said that her and the kids were moving in with her mom and her mom would 

keep her off drugs. The mother agreed to a drop and it was negative. It was recommended the case be 

closed if the mother was refusing services; had a clean drug screen; and planned to move into her motherôs 

home. The maternal grandmother had been the caregiver for the children on numerous occasions and had 

demonstrated a willingness to keep the children safe. At the end of April 2018, the investigation against 

the mother was indicated, after she admitted to ongoing substance abuse with meth.  
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NATURAL  

 

Child No. 72 DOB: 7/2015 DOD: 7/2017            Natural 

Age at death: 23 months 

Cause of death: Malignant brain tumor 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death  

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:         Twenty-three-month-old toddler taken to a local hospital in early June 2017 for vomiting, 

weight loss, changes in behavior, and loss of motor skills. The toddler was diagnosed with a brain tumor 

and transferred to a childrenôs hospital where she remained until her death.  The Department did not 

investigate the death.  

Prior History:   In September 2016, a shelter worker called the hotline when the twenty-six-year-old 

mother accused the twenty-five-year-old father of punching and trying to choke her while she was holding 

their then fourteen-month-old baby. Police interviewed both parents, but no arrests were made. The mother 

had obtained an order of protection, but the father had obtained one two days before she did. The report 

was taken for investigation of an allegation of substantial risk of harm by the father to the children ages 

one and two-years-old. The relatives with whom the family lived reported the parents often argued verbally 

but they had never witnessed any physical altercations. The parents had a prior history in another state; 

both had been investigated for inadequate supervision for which investigators found credible evidence. 

The mother was investigated for physical abuse of the older child; the disposition was undetermined 

meaning there was not enough evidence to confirm, but not enough to rule it out. During the Illinois child 

protection investigation, the parents separated. The investigation was unfounded. 

 

 

Child No. 73 DOB: 4/2016 DOD: 7/2017 Natural  

Age at death: 1 year  

Cause of death: Complications of Dandy Walker Syndrome   

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:    One-year-old medically complex baby found unresponsive by her twenty-four-year-old 

mother.  The baby was taken to the hospital and pronounced deceased.  The child suffered from Epilepsy, 

Cerebral Palsy and Dandy Walker Syndrome, which is a rare congenital brain malformation. She required 

tube feeding and had not been expected to live for more than a year. The coroner confirmed with medical 

providers that the baby had lived longer than she was expected to and the death was natural. The hospital 

did a skeletal survey of the child which was negative; based on that and the doctorôs confirmation of the 

childôs illness, the coroner decided to not do an autopsy. The investigation was unfounded for death by 

neglect and the investigator referred the family for preventative intact services citing a history of domestic 

violence.    
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Prior History :  The mother of the deceased child has three older children. She did not have prior 

involvement with the Department, but the father did with his children by another woman. A year prior to 

the death, the father was the alleged perpetrator in multiple investigations involving the mother of another 

child of his. In April 2016, the fatherôs former paramour and the father were indicated for substantial risk 

of harm when police responded to their home for a domestic disturbance and the father was arrested. The 

ex-paramour reported that the father had been violent and that night attacked her and tried to strangle her 

while her children were asleep in the room. The children woke up during the fight, and the former 

paramour left the home with the oldest child and went to a relativeôs home to call the police. During the 

investigation, the mother/ex-paramour ended the relationship with the father and he moved to a different 

residence. The investigator referred the mother for community based domestic violence services. In 

November 2016, an anonymous reporter contacted the hotline to report that the mother/ex-paramour had 

allowed the father back into the home despite a history of domestic violence. The mother denied that the 

father had returned to the home and that they only communicate about their daughter.  The neighbor who 

babysits for the mother reported that the father had not been around the home. The investigation against 

the mother/ex-paramour was unfounded for substantial risk of physical harm by neglect and inadequate 

supervision. In February 2017, an anonymous reporter contacted the hotline to report that the father was 

once again around the mother and that he and another male had gotten into a fight in the home with the 

children present. The Department investigated the mother and father for substantial risk of harm by neglect 

and environmental neglect to the children. The mother stated that there had been no incidents of violence 

in her home since April of 2016 when the father was arrested. She explained that she just began letting the 

father over after the birth of their son. The father told the investigator that he lives with his girlfriend 

(mother of the deceased) and has only been coming over to help with the children, and had not been 

coming around until recently. He reported that he had not gotten into a fight with anyone at the motherôs 

home. The investigator spoke with the maternal grandmother who confirmed that the father lives with his 

girlfriend who just gave birth to twins and he just recently started coming around after her daughter gave 

birth to their son. She did not have any concerns about the parenting he and her daughter provided. The 

investigation was unfounded. In May 2017, an anonymous reporter contacted the hotline to report that the 

father had beaten up a woman, his former paramour. The Department investigated the former paramour 

and father for substantial risk of harm by neglect. The investigator spoke with the police who reported that 

there were no reports called on the mother or father the night before.  The mother reported that whenever 

the father is around a report is called into the Department; she believes it is his girlfriend (mother of the 

deceased) who gave birth to twins. The girlfriend was at her home the night before, creating a disturbance 

outside while her children were in the car.  The mother said her children were inside as it was cold and 

rainy.  The father reported that he had gone to the motherôs home to stay. His girlfriend (the mother of the 

deceased) went to the house and she threw his clothes and his dog out of the car into the street and yelled 

obscenities, but there was no physical altercation. The investigation was unfounded.   

 

 

Child No. 74 DOB: 11/2009 DOD: 8/2017 Natural 

Age at death: 7 years 

Cause of death: Aspiration pneumonia 

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation at the time of the childôs death   

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  
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Narrative:    Seven-year-old medically complex girl found dead lying on the couch at her residence by a 

family member. The child was born at 31 weeks gestation; had feeding issues and difficulty gaining 

weight. After birth, she spent eight weeks in the neonatal unit. In January 2010, she was readmitted 

because she aspirated and stopped breathing for six minutes. The child had cerebral palsy; seizure disorder; 

respiratory issues; had a feeding tube; and weight loss possibly related to cerebral palsy. The deceased 

child lived with her mother and three siblings; and two of her siblings lived with her father. There was a 

pending investigation at the time of her death. Allegations for death by neglect and substantial risk of 

physical injury/environment injurious by neglect to her three siblings were added.  An autopsy performed 

attributed the death to acute aspiration pneumonia, which is commonly seen in patients with cerebral palsy, 

and this reflects the swallowing difficulties. There were no findings of abuse or neglect. The investigation 

against the mother was unfounded.  

Prior History :  An intact family case was opened in July 2010 following an indicated report for medical 

neglect and inadequate food to the deceased child. In April 2013, the intact case was closed with services 

completed. Between the close of the intact case and the childôs death, there were five unfounded 

investigations. In August 2017, three days before the childôs death, an anonymous reporter contacted the 

hotline with allegations of inadequate supervision and environmental neglect to the deceased. The reporter 

stated the child doesnôt speak, is in a wheelchair and is tube fed.  The reporter stated the mother neglected 

bathing the child; the child smells and is left in her chair without her diaper being changed. The child had 

flea bites on her. The investigator went to the family home. She interviewed the mother and observed the 

children. She observed the child, who has cerebral palsy and is non-verbal, on the couch. The child was 

observed to be clean; wearing a clean diaper. She had no odor. The mother stated she bathes the child 

every other day. The worker observed the feeding tube and mother showed the worker the food that she 

must put through the childôs feeding tube. The child was observed to have flea bites on her legs and arms 

and the mother advised that she allowed her mother and her mother's two dogs to stay in her home and the 

dogs brought fleas in the home. The mother did have sprays, powder and flea bombs that she was using to 

try to get rid of the fleas. The home had some clutter but the overall condition of the home was adequate. 

The investigator also spoke with multiple individuals during the investigation, none had any concerns with 

how the mother cared for the child or any of her children. The investigation against the mother was 

unfounded.  

 

 

Child No. 75 DOB: 7/2017 DOD: 8/2017 Natural  

Age at death: 13 days 

Cause of death: Septic Shock from prematurity  

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records   

Narrative:      Thirteen-day old newborn born at 26 weeks gestation died at a childrenôs hospital after 

going into cardiac arrest. The Department received a call to the hotline regarding the death of the newborn, 

stating that the death was due to the newborn being born prematurely. The reporter further stated that there 

were no outward signs of abuse, neglect or trauma.  No autopsy was performed.  The Department did not 

investigate the death.  
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Prior History:    In April 2017, the Department initiated contact with the family when the director of the 

daycare center reported that the three-year old brother to the deceased newborn had been involved in a 

couple of incidents with the boy asking girls to pull their pants down. The reporter shared that the childôs 

behavior had been getting worse; and he had gone into a playhouse with a little girl; the little girl had 

pulled her pants down and the boy was touching her private area. The Department initiated an investigation 

of Substantial Risk of Sexual Abuse-Sexualized behavior of a young child. The investigator spoke with 

the director of the daycare and met with the mother, father and child. The child stated that he felt safe in 

his motherôs home, including liking his stepfather. The child was asked if he was touched by anyone and 

he stated only by an eight-year-old girl in a playhouse outside of school.  He said no one else had touched 

him and if they did he would tell his parents and teachers. The mother took the child to the doctor who 

stated that it was normal for two preschoolers to have exploratory behaviors.  Both parents reported that 

they had not seen the reported behaviors at home.  In June 2017, the investigation was unfounded after the 

investigator met with the child once again and he denied anyone hurting him and denied any sexual abuse. 

The investigation has since been expunged.  

 

 

Child No. 76 DOB: 8/2017 DOD: 8/2017 Natural  

Age at death: 0 

Cause of death: Intrauterine Fetal Demise 

Reason for Review: Open placement case at time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:      A thirty-five-year old mother gave birth to twins at home. The mother called 911 several 

hours after the birth; she stated that she had fallen asleep after giving birth and cutting the umbilical cords.  

The delay meant that the infant was not pronounced dead until the following day though the autopsy 

indicated the infant was a stillbirth. After the birth of the twins the mother was psychiatrically hospitalized 

as she was actively psychotic. The mother has been diagnosed with paranoid schizophrenia and bipolar 

disorder and has been hospitalized multiple times. The Department took protective custody of the 

surviving twin and placed the infant in foster care.  The Department conducted a death investigation; the 

mother was unfounded on the death allegation but indicated for substantial risk of harm to the surviving 

twin.    

Prior History:      The mother first came to the attention of the Department in January 2010 when a reporter 

had concerns about the motherôs ability to parent her eighteen-month-old baby, as the mother has been 

diagnosed with a serious mental illness, does not take her medications and often leaves the home. The 

mother was indicated for substantial risk of harm by neglect. An intact case was opened from January 

2010 to May 2011. In January 2012, a health care professional reported that the mother had been observed 

punching her child in the stomach.  The staff member also reported the mother had hallucinations 

involving the child.  The mother was indicated for substantial risk of harm by abuse and the child was 

taken into protective custody. During the placement case, the mother engaged in mental health treatment 

including therapy and medication management. The child was returned home in June 2015.  In October 

2015, a report came into the hotline that the mother was brought to the hospital for a psychiatric evaluation 

as the mother had been isolating herself, not taking her medications and not allowing family to see the 

child. The child was taken into protective custody and placed with a relative. The mother was indicated 

for substantial risk of harm by neglect. The case was adjudicated in April 2016. In September 2017, the 

goal was changed to substitute care pending termination of parental rights as the mother was not 

participating in services. In February 2018, the mother signed a specific consent allowing the relative to 

adopt the child. The surviving twin was placed in traditional foster care as the relative felt they could not 

take in the baby without quitting their job. The mother gave birth to another child in August 2018. The 

newborn was taken into protective custody and placed in the same traditional foster home as the surviving 

twin. 
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Child No. 77 DOB: 8/2017 DOD: 9/2017  Natural 

Age at death: 7 weeks 

Cause of death: Complications of Pneumonia Sepsis 

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Seven-week-old infant was taken to the hospital two days before his death. The infant had 

been struggling to breathe approximately twelve hours prior to the mother taking the infant to the hospital. 

When the infant arrived at the hospital, he was already septic. Two days later he was pronounced deceased.  

The autopsy determined the death was from natural causes, due to sepsis from pneumonia. The death of 

the infant came to the attention of the Department two months later, while an investigation from August 

2017 was pending.  In December 2017, the child protection investigator investigating the hotline report 

from August was informed by a sibling that the infant died in September. The autopsy stated the infant 

died of natural causes, and it was not called into the hotline. The investigator then had the infantôs medical 

records reviewed by a child abuse pediatrician who consults with the Department. The physician stated 

that the records noted the infant had not eaten or slept and there were reported issues with the infantôs 

breathing for twelve hours prior to going to the hospital.  Additionally, the infant was not taken to his 

well-child visit that was scheduled a month before his death. The physician informed the investigator that 

if the infant was brought in for medical attention sooner, the outcome might have been different. A child 

protection investigation for death by neglect was opened in January 2018 because of the physicianôs 

statements.  In August 2018, the investigation was indicated for death by neglect against the mother.    

Prior History :  Both parents had a history with the Department. The mother was a youth in care from 

approximately 2005-2009 and the father was taken into care as an infant and adopted as a preschooler. In 

addition to the decedent, the mother had three other children, two school-aged youth and a preschooler.   

The father of the deceased infant and two siblings, also died in September 2017. The motherôs first contact 

with the Department as a parent occurred in November 2014 when the hotline received a call regarding 

the motherôs then four-month-old child.  The baby was admitted to the hospital two days earlier after he 

was seen by his pediatrician, due to concerns about the infantôs lack of weight gain. The baby was born 

medically complex with a skin disorder and was to receive medication for the next six months. At the 

infantôs four-month check-up, he weighed the same as he did at birth and the pediatrician had concerns 

regarding parental compliance with the infantôs medications.  Upon hospital admission, the infant gained 

weight normally.  In mid -December 2014, the investigator opened an intact family case, and in early 2015 

both parents were indicated for medical neglect, failure to thrive, and malnutrition.  In August 2015, the 

intact case successfully closed. A year later, in July 2016, another investigation against the parents for 

medical neglect to their then two-year-old son was unfounded. The following year, in August 2017, the 

hotline received a call to report that the eldest sibling was taken to the emergency room after being struck 

by a truck. The child was riding a bike at the grandmotherôs house in the road without a helmet, as his 

mother had given birth to a baby boy the day prior. The child sustained minor injuries to his extremities 

and had a concussion. The Department investigated the mother for cuts, bruises, welts, abrasions and oral 

injuries by neglect and inadequate supervision.  The mother reported to the investigator that she stepped 

into the house to show her grandmother the newborn, after telling the child not to ride his bike in the street.  

In September 2017, the investigator and her supervisor determined that the investigation would be 

unfounded, but the investigator needed to complete a final safety assessment. After not being able to locate 

the family for two months, she met with the eight-year-old at school who informed her that the newborn 

child died shortly after he was hit by the truck, and the father was killed in September. A new investigation 

was initiated due to the infantôs death and the investigation into the bike accident was unfounded.  

 

 

Child No. 78 

Child No. 79 

DOB: 8/2017 

DOB: 8/2017 

DOD: 10/2017 

DOD: 2/2018 

        Natural 

Natural 

Age at death: 

Age of death: 

Twin one - 5 weeks 

Twin two - 6 months  

Cause of death: Cardiovascular failure due to bacterial sepsis; multi-organ failure  

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childrenôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records   
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Narrative:       Twin boys born at 28 weeks gestation died from complications of prematurity. When the 

twenty-three-year-old mother gave birth to the twin boys, mother and babies tested positive for marijuana.  

The mother had received limited prenatal care during her pregnancy. The mother presented to the hospital 

one day prior to the birth and found out that one of the twinôs amniotic sacs was leaking and it resulted in 

an infection; however, the mother left the hospital against medical advice with oral antibiotics. The 

following day, the mother went into labor at home, returned to the hospital, and underwent an emergency 

cesarean section because of the infection.  Five weeks after the birth of the twins, the first twin died. The 

Department initiated an investigation for death by neglect to the first twin and medical neglect to the 

surviving twin.  During the investigation, the mother reported that she had left the hospital against medical 

advice for approximately six hours to attend to matters at home, but returned to the hospital shortly 

thereafter. She reported it was a difficult pregnancy and the twins were born with multiple medical issues. 

The mother shared that she was stressed, grieving for the first twin and dealing with the medical issues of 

the surviving twin, as her work schedule did not allow her to go to the hospital every day.  The hospital 

social worker told the child protection investigator that they could not conclude the first twinôs death was 

a direct result of the motherôs actions as the infant had several medical complications. Shortly after the 

death of the first twin, the surviving twin was transferred to a childrenôs hospital.  The social worker at 

the childrenôs hospital told the child protection investigator that she did not think the doctor would say 

there was medical neglect to the surviving twin because of the motherôs actions prior to birth, and further 

stated that the surviving twin suffered from several medical issues. The physician at the childrenôs hospital 

reported that the parents have been appropriate with visits and calls to the hospital. In December 2017, the 

surviving twin was transferred from the childrenôs hospital to a local hospital, as the doctors determined 

that the surviving twinôs condition to be terminal.  In February 2018, the second twin died. Following the 

death of the second twin, the child protection specialist referred the case to intact family services.  The 

investigation was unfounded for death by neglect to the first twin and no death allegation was investigated 

in the death of the second twin.  
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Prior History:   In November 2015, the mother came to the attention of the Department with the birth of 

her oldest child. Following the birth, the mother displayed symptoms of mental illness, which she had 

been diagnosed with previously. The father expressed concern about the mother trying to take the baby 

and hurt herself or hurt the baby. The parents eventually gave private guardianship of the child to a couple 

who were friends of the family. The investigation was indicated for substantial risk of harm by neglect, 

but later unfounded on appeal and has been expunged. In February 2017, a second investigation was 

initiated against the parent for cuts, welts and bruises to their toddler. The person who had guardianship 

reported that the toddler came home after visiting with his parents with a bruise to his groin and penial 

area.  The toddler was seen by his doctor the following day. The doctor did not note bruising and opined 

bruising from blunt force from the day before would have been visible.  The investigation was unfounded 

for cuts, bruises and welts, citing the report of the physician. The investigation has since been expunged. 

In April 2017, the parents went to court to end the private guardianship arrangement. In November 2017, 

it was reported that the parents had a history of domestic violence, used synthetic marijuana and recently 

their toddler wandered off for a few hours before being found in a neighborôs garage. The reporter further 

shared that the mother had not been taking her psychotropic medication. An investigation was initiated for 

inadequate supervision by both parents to the toddler and substantial risk of harm by neglect to the toddler. 

The parents denied the toddler getting out of the house and denied using synthetic marijuana, but reported 

occasional use of marijuana. The mother reported that she had a history of mental health issues. The local 

police said that they had never received a report of a child missing and did not have concerns about the 

family. The toddlerôs primary care physician had no concerns. In December 2017, before the investigation 

closed, a call came into the hotline that the mother became aggressive toward the father while the toddler 

was in the home.  An investigation was initiated for substantial risk of harm by neglect to the toddler. The 

police responded to the call finding the mother on a porch, acting erratically. When paramedics arrived, it 

was recommended that the mother be taken to the hospital for evaluation, but the mother refused to go. 

The police told the child protection investigator that there was no report of domestic violence between the 

parents. The father shared that he had become concerned about the motherôs behavior and called his father 

to come and get him and the toddler. The father stated that the mother had been psychiatrically hospitalized 

at least eight times prior and does not take her psychotropic medications. She had also been using synthetic 

marijuana. The mother was psychiatrically hospitalized and the toddler went to the home of the paternal 

grandfather. The father tested positive for synthetic marijuana, was referred for a substance abuse 

assessment and participated in treatment.  The mother told the child protection investigator that she and 

the father were arguing and denied hitting the father.  The mother was having a hard time dealing with the 

death of the first twin and the condition of the surviving twin. She had arranged to go for outpatient mental 

health services and the child protection investigator corroborated this with the facility. In March 2018, 

both parents were indicated for substantial risk of harm by neglect as he had tested positive for substances 

while caring for the toddler alone.   An intact family case was opened. The parents ended their relationship, 

and the toddler remained living with the father and paternal grandparents. The motherôs visits with the 

toddler were supervised by the maternal grandfather. As of October 2018, the mother had participated in 

several twice weekly clean drops and had engaged in substance use treatment and psychiatric care. The 

intact case remains open.  

 

 

Child No. 80 DOB: 1/2016 DOD: 10/2017 Natural  

Age at death: 1 ½ years  

Cause of death: Undetermined    

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:    One-and-a-half-year-old medically complex boy found unresponsive by the teen motherôs 

boyfriend.  The mother called 911 while the boyfriend started CPR on the baby. Paramedics arrived and 

the baby was pronounced deceased on the scene.  The baby had a significant medical history of Downôs 

Syndrome, very small thyroid gland and intestinal issues that required bowel surgery, all of which could 

have contributed to his death. The Department did not investigate the death.  
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Prior History :  In February 2017, the paternal step-grandmother called the hotline and reported that the 

eighteen-year-old mother was not giving her baby, who had several health issues, regular nebulizer 

treatments or doing his physical therapy exercises. The child protection investigator went to the motherôs 

home where she lived with her parents and observed the baby in the care of his maternal grandfather. The 

baby was clean, smiling and not wheezing or coughing. The mother reported to the investigator the 

following day that the baby has in-home physical therapy weekly and has been making progress. She also 

reported that she gives him breathing treatments at night before bed.  The mother reported that the father 

and she broke up and the father has told her that he did not want her new boyfriend anywhere near the 

baby and that is why the father is upset. The investigator spoke with the nurse for the babyôs primary care 

physician who reported that the baby was last seen for his twelve-month visit and that the baby was 

prescribed breathing treatments as needed. The doctor believed the baby to be developmentally on target 

and he had no concerns. The investigator interviewed the father who reported that he and the mother both 

love the baby and he had no concerns about her as a mother.  The investigator spoke with the physical 

therapist who reported that she did not have any concerns about the babyôs development or the care he 

receives from his mother.  The therapist thought the report might be related to the parentôs break-up.  The 

investigation against the mother was unfounded. In May 2017, the mother contacted the hotline to report 

that the baby had been admitted to the hospital for injuries he had when he returned from his fatherôs home 

over the weekend. The mother picked up the baby after the paternal aunt called and told her that the baby 

would not stop crying and he wasnôt eating or drinking.  When the mother arrived, she noticed a bruise on 

his forehead, circular marks on the babyôs stomach, marks on his rib area and brown marks on his neck. 

The mother took the baby to the hospital; x-rays were negative, but he was admitted since he had not 

urinated since the night before. The mother also reported domestic violence with the father being the 

aggressor. The Department investigated the father for cuts, bruises and welts and medical neglect. The 

hospital social worker reported that the baby had a bowel resection surgery. Hospital staff were not 

concerned about abuse. The mother reported that the baby had a section of his intestines removed and that 

was why he was fussy and not eating or drinking over the weekend.  The father admitted to the investigator 

that he did not give the baby his thyroid medication for two days because he did not realize it was in the 

diaper bag.  The physician did not have concerns with the parents and stated that missing two days of the 

thyroid medication was not medical neglect.  In June 2017, the investigation against the father was 

unfounded.  

 

 

Child No. 81 DOB: 10/2017 DOD: 10/2017 Natural 

Age at death: 0 

Cause of death: Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia 

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:  An infant born with Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia was transferred to a childrenôs 

hospital where the newborn died later that day.  Hospital physicians determined the death was from natural 

causes and no autopsy was performed.  The Department did not investigate the death.  

Prior History :  The mother and father had been investigated for allegations of environmental neglect to 

their other children, a two-year-old and six-month-old.  In May 2017, a relative contacted the hotline with 

concern about the familyôs living conditions. The investigator went to the home, observed the residence, 

both children, and interviewed the parents. The investigator observed black mold in the kitchen tiles and 

on the kitchen floor.  The investigator further observed a room cluttered with debris and trash. The door 

to the room had been removed from the hinges. While the investigator was there, the door that had been 

placed in front of the doorway to prevent the children from going in fell, nearly landing on the two-year-

old. The mother and father agreed that the home was unsafe for the children and agreed to leave the home 

immediately.  The parents made arrangements to stay with a relative until the conditions in the home were 

addressed. In July 2017, the parents were indicated for environmental neglect to their children. The family 

remained living with the relative who was reported to be a good support.   
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Child No. 82 DOB: 5/2017 DOD: 11/2017 Natural 

Age at death: 6 months  

Cause of death: Viral bronchitis  

Reason for Review: Closed Intact; indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs 

death    

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:      Six-month-old baby was found unresponsive by her mother.  The hotline received a call 

from law enforcement to report the death of the baby.  It was reported that the mother was visiting relatives 

the day prior to the death of the baby and the mother did not want to drive home, so the mother and her 

four children went to a friendôs home and spent the night.  The mother gave the baby a bottle at around 11 

p.m. and put the baby in a queen size bed with her three siblings; the bed had a sheet and a comforter.  The 

mother and friend slept together in a different room.  The following morning around 8 a.m. the mother 

checked on the children and found the baby unresponsive; she called 911.  The Department investigated 

the mother for death by neglect and substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious by neglect to 

her three children.  An autopsy determined the cause of death to be viral bronchitis and the manner of 

death was natural.  The investigator spoke to a prior investigator who told her that she provided the mother 

with a pack-n-play in an investigation for cuts, welts, bruises to the infantôs two-year-old sibling in May 

2017 when the deceased baby was only five days old. She further stated that she educated the mother on 

safe sleep.  The mother admitted that she continued to co-sleep with her infant after education was 

provided.  In February 2018, the mother was indicated for death by neglect.   

Prior History :  In May 2017, an employee from a crisis nursery reported to the hotline that the motherôs 

two-year-old had two symmetrical bruises on each side of his bottom. The toddler was dropped off when 

the mother went into labor.  The parents are required to complete a body chart when they come in to show 

if the children had any marks or bruises and the mother did not note any marks.  The bruises on the two-

year-old were noticed when the reporter was changing his diaper. The mother was investigated for cuts, 

bruises and welts. The mother stated the marks on her sonôs buttocks were eczema. The investigator 

observed the childôs buttocks and there were no signs of abuse or bruising. The mother had just moved 

and had no furniture.  The mother told the investigator that she and the children were sleeping on the floor. 

The mother did not have a crib or bassinet for the newborn.  In June 2017, a preventative service case was 

opened during which time the investigator obtained beds for the children and mom; and a mattress for the 

futon she had, so the family would have a sofa in the living room.  The mother was also given a pack-n-

play for her newborn and was educated on safe sleep. In July 2017, the investigation of the mother was 

unfounded and the preventative service case was closed.  

 

 

Child No. 83 DOB: 4/2006 DOD: 12/2017 Natural 

Age at death: 11 years 

Cause of death: Complications of Asthma 

Reason for Review: Youth in care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Eleven-year-old medically complex youth in care died in the hospital. Earlier that day, the 

youthôs home health nurse brought her to a friendôs birthday party.  After the party, the nurse took the 

youth to her home where they waited for the foster parent to pick up the youth. While at the nurseôs home, 

the youth started to have trouble breathing, the nurse administered breathing treatments and called 911. 

The youth was pronounced dead shortly thereafter. The youthôs medical history included prematurity, 

asthma, and bowel disruptions requiring a G-tube for feedings. The youth had frequent hospital stays for 

health issues, including respiratory issues, infectious and gastric issues related to the removal of her bowel.  

The Department did not investigate the death.   
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Prior History :  The youth was hospitalized for health-related issues in late 2006. After the youthôs 

mother did not visit or make herself available to consent for the youthôs medical procedures, the hotline 

was called to report medical neglect. The mother was indicated for medical neglect and an intact family 

services case was opened in April 2007. In 2008, there were three additional child protection investigations 

for medical neglect, substantial risk and inadequate food and shelter against the mother. In December 

2008, the Department was granted temporary custody of the youth while hospitalized. The youthôs siblings 

remained in the care of their mother. The youth was placed in a specialized foster home due to her ongoing 

medical issues. After a failed placement, she returned to the hospital, where she stayed for over a year 

until a new specialized foster home could be identified. She was admitted to the hospital again in 2011 

due to an infection and remained there for over a year until another specialized foster home was identified. 

In 2014, the foster parent requested to adopt the youth. Parental rights were terminated in early 2015 and 

the goal was changed to adoption. The Department received a hotline call in early 2017 that another child 

in the foster home had a black eye and belt loop marks. The Department opened an investigation for cuts 

bruises welts and oral abrasions, which was ultimately unfounded against the foster mother. After a brief 

safety plan, the Department determined it would be detrimental to the youthôs health goals to be removed 

from the foster parentôs home. The youth remained in the home with a goal of adoption, until the youthôs 

death.  

 

 

Child No. 84 DOB: 6/2014 DOD: 12/2017 Natural 

Age at death: 3 years 

Cause of death: Complications of cerebral palsy 

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:      Three-year-old medically complex girl who resided in a specialized pediatric nursing home 

for children with disabilities was found by nursing home staff in her bed, not breathing and unresponsive.  

Staff called 911 and the toddler was transported via ambulance to the hospital where she was pronounced 

deceased. An autopsy determined the cause of death to be complications of cerebral palsy. Due to 

complications at birth, the child was born with a traumatic brain injury resulting in significant delays and 

infantile spasm. She used a CPAP machine to help her breathe at night and had a g-tube because of 

difficulty swallowing food. The Department did not investigate the death. 
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Prior History :  The mother and father were both involved with the Department as children. The motherôs 

first involvement with the Department as a parent was in April 2015, when she was indicated for poison 

noxious substances by neglect to her ten-month-old daughter after she accidentally overdosed her on 

prescribed medications.  An intact case was opened for neglect and was closed in June 2015 as service 

was completed. In October 2016, law enforcement contacted the hotline. It was reported that the mother 

contacted the police due to an altercation involving her paramour with their two-year-old daughter present. 

The altercation started as a verbal argument and escalated with the paramour kicking a hole in the door of 

the room where the mother was with her toddler. The mother was indicated for substantial 

risk/environment injurious by neglect and the father was indicated for substantial risk/environment 

injurious by abuse. The mother refused intact services, did not get an order of protection, and said the 

paramour left the home and was banned from coming back.  In November 2016, the hotline was contacted 

for the motherôs failure to keep appointments for her toddlerôs left lower leg fracture.  The report was 

unfounded as it was determined the mother only missed one appointment and took the toddler to her 

appointment the following day. In May 2017, a nurse from a childrenôs hospital contacted the hotline to 

report that the toddler who had developmental delays and a g-tube, was in the 0% for weight and had lost 

weight since her last visit with the doctor. The Department investigated the mother for failure to thrive.  

The toddler was hospitalized at the time the report was made and the mother was instructed to take the 

toddler for weekly weight checks after discharge from the hospital.  The mother stated that the toddler 

throws up a lot and that is why she is not gaining weight.  She denied neglecting her toddler.  The case 

was referred for intact family services.  The child protection investigator went to the home for a transitional 

visit and noticed food coming out of the toddlerôs mouth and that the toddler was having difficulty 

breathing.  The mother stated she had been like that since the day before and the investigator called 

paramedics who then transported her to the hospital. The toddler was diagnosed with aspirations and 

pneumonia, and her weight was down significantly. The mother was in the process of admitting her toddler 

to a specialized nursing home due to her vast medical needs. A nurse contacted the Department and said 

that the mother had continued to miss appointments for weight checks, and had missed all appointments 

since June 2017.  Weight gain for the toddler had been an issue since January 2017; however, the toddler 

gained weight every time she was admitted to the hospital. The mother had not followed through with 

ensuring the toddler was receiving sufficient nutrition to gain weight. The mother did place the toddler in 

the specialized nursing home for children with disabilities after she was told the toddler was going to be 

oxygen and g-tube dependent.  In August 2017, the mother was indicated for failure to thrive.  

 

 

Child No. 85 DOB: 1/2016 DOD : 12/2017 Natural 

Age at death: 23 months  

Cause of death: Sepsis due to Streptococcus Pyogenes  

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:  Twenty-seven-year-old mother and twenty-eight-year-old father called 911 after noticing 

their twenty-three-month old toddler had become unresponsive. The toddler was transported by ambulance 

to the emergency room where he was pronounced dead. The toddler had been running a high-grade fever 

for approximately one week prior to his death.  He was seen in the emergency room two days earlier and 

was discharged with instructions that the parents push fluids and give him baby Motrin. A child protection 

investigation was opened against the parents for death by neglect. An autopsy showed that the twenty-

three-month old boy died of sepsis due to Streptococcus Pyogenes; the manner of death was ruled natural. 

The allegation of death by neglect against the parents was unfounded.   

Prior History :  In October 2017, the father was investigated for allegations of substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious to health and welfare-incidents of violence or intimidation to his six-year-

old son, the deceased childôs half-brother. The child complained of pain in his leg after being whipped by 

his father. The father admitted to disciplining the child after he had to be restrained at school twice.  The 

investigator interviewed the childôs mother and grandmother who both denied the boy was abused. No 

marks or bruises were observed on the child by his father.  The report was unfounded.   
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Child No. 86 DOB: 8/2017 DOD: 1/2018 Natural 

Age at death: 4 months 

Cause of death: Acute airway failure due to Pfeiffer Syndrome  

Reason for Review: Youth in care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:  Four-month-old youth in care died in the hospital in the neonatal intensive care unit where 

the baby had been placed shortly after birth. The babyôs mother had been psychiatrically hospitalized 

during her pregnancy at 30 weeks gestation for aggressive behaviors. Her toxicology results tested positive 

for cocaine and marijuana. The babyôs mother did not receive prenatal services and the baby was exposed 

to drugs during the motherôs pregnancy. The baby was born prematurely at 35 weeks and exposed to 

marijuana, cocaine and barbiturates.  The baby started to experience seizures a few minutes after birth; 

and after 30 minutes the baby was intubated. The baby had respiratory failure, possible neonatal seizures 

and dysmorphic features, congenital choanal stenosis, craniosynostosis and peripheral pulmonary stenosis. 

The hotline was called and an investigation was opened for substance misuse by neglect against the mother 

and she was later indicated.  The Department was granted temporary custody and consented for the baby 

to be transferred to the neonatal intensive care unit at a childrenôs hospital for better medical care and 

specialty doctors. Throughout the hospital course, the baby had multiple surgeries and poor prognosis. 

Doctors reported that the baby had an extreme case of Pfeiffer Syndrome with midface hypoplasia; the 

baby had no bone structure supporting his eyes or throat. The baby suffered from severe respiratory 

distress and was placed in a medically induced coma. Due to ongoing complications, the babyôs prognosis 

was poor and he died in the hospital in January 2018. The Department did not investigate the babyôs death.  

Prior History : The mother was involved with the Department as a child. She had a long mental health 

history and substance abuse history. She has had multiple psychiatric hospitalizations and a diagnosis of 

Bipolar Disorder.  She admitted to using marijuana during all her pregnancies and in the presence of her 

children. She gave birth to her first child at the age of 15, and remained in her motherôs home to raise the 

child. Her mother died in 2008, but she stayed in the home to help raise her siblings and her own child.  

The motherôs first contact with the Department as a parent occurred in March 2009 when the hotline was 

contacted and it was reported that she pulled a knife on her sister. The investigation was unfounded but 

this incident resulted in her daughter getting placed in the Departmentôs custody. Between 2009 and 2017, 

the mother gave birth to three more children; all were removed from her care due to the mother being 

uncooperative and noncompliant with services.  The mother was admitted to the hospital in July 2017, and 

diagnosed with psychosis. At the time, she was 30 weeks pregnant. She tested positive for cocaine and 

marijuana. An investigation was opened for substance misuse by neglect to the newborn, and temporary 

custody was granted to the Department. The mother was discharged from the hospital with no forwarding 

address; she was reported to be homeless. The mother continues to have an open placement case for the 

other children removed from her care. 

 

 

Child No. 87 DOB: 1/2017 DOD: 1/2018 Natural 

Age at death: 11 months 

Cause of death: Myocarditis due to influenza and respiratory syncytial and virus adenovirus 

rhinovirus 

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation at time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 
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Narrative:   In December 2017, an eleven-month-old reportedly had a fever and later in the day was found 

unconscious and not breathing. The baby was transported to the hospital via ambulance where he remained 

until his death two weeks later.  The baby was being treated for a viral illness. The Department received a 

call into the hotline by a relative during the hospitalization. The allegations for substantial risk of harm by 

neglect were pending at the time of his death. The hospital social worker confirmed that the baby was 

transported to the hospital after he stopped breathing; and that he had severe brain damage and was on a 

ventilator.  She further shared that the parents had been appropriate and the hospital did not have concerns 

for abuse. The treating physician told the investigator that the child was suffering from four different 

viruses which led to his collapse. They had found no indications of abuse or neglect and that the child was 

medically quite ill. The investigation was unfounded. The Department did not investigate the death.  

Prior History : In October 2017, the hotline received a call to report that the father had texted the mother 

six days earlier instructing her to pick up the baby before he killed him. It was further reported that there 

were no other incidents of abuse or neglect, but the family was worried because the father seemed to have 

an anger problem and that the father uses marijuana.  The Department investigated the father for 

substantial risk of harm. The investigator spoke with the mother who stated that the night of the text she 

had gone out with her sister and was not home to breast feed the baby so he was irritable. The mother 

stated that despite the text she does not believe he would ever hurt the children. She denied any violence 

in their relationship. The mother further stated that she had just asked the father to move out five days 

earlier and that he had not been spending the night. The investigator met with the father who readily 

admitted sending the aggressively worded text to the mother but said he never meant it literally, he would 

never hurt his child. The father stated he does not have the best relationship with some of the motherôs 

relatives and that does not help. The father also stated that he was staying with mother and aunt. The 

mother later added that her mother had told her that she would call DCFS on the mother if she did not stop 

seeing the father. The mother took the baby to the doctor to be examined and the doctor noticed no injuries 

and no concerns. The investigation was indicated; the investigator provided a referral for parenting classes 

for the father and counseling for both parents.  

 

 

Child No. 88 DOB: 3/2000 DOD: 1/2018 Natural 

Age at death: 17 years   

Cause of death: Stomach rupture due to bowel obstruction due to cerebral palsy  

Reason for Review: Youth in care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records   

Narrative:  Seventeen-year-old youth in care with a complex medical history died in the hospital in 

January 2018.  The youth had been diagnosed with cerebral palsy, epilepsy, and intellectual disability. 

Over the course of the youthôs life, he was diagnosed with non-organic failure to thrive multiple times and 

had a G-tube placed to assist with feedings. Before his death, the youth was sick with a fever, vomiting, 

had abdominal pain; and the foster mother noticed the youthôs abdomen was tender and swollen. The 

youth was taken to the emergency room and then transferred to a childrenôs hospital. A suctioning gastric 

tube was placed to drain the fluid accumulating in the youthôs abdomen. The youth coded and healthcare 

providers were unable to revive him after 30 minutes of resuscitative efforts. The youth was pronounced 

dead, due to stomach rupture, bowel obstruction and cerebral palsy. An autopsy performed found the 

manner of death to be natural. The Department did not investigate the youthôs death. 
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Prior History :  At around one month of age, the youth suffered an Apparent Life-Threatening Event 

described as an ñinterrupted SIDS episodeò where he stopped breathing and had a lot of blood coming out 

of his mouth. He was hospitalized and put on life support. Later, the youth began missing developmental 

milestones in his early childhood and was diagnosed with cerebral palsy, seizures, and developmental 

delays among other medical complications.  Following an unfounded investigation for medical neglect to 

the youth, an intact family services case was opened from 2007 to 2012. In May 2008, a hotline call was 

made by the hospital reporting that the youth was diagnosed with non-organic failure to thrive.  The 

youthôs mother was indicated for medical neglect and failure to thrive and intact family services continued.   

In November 2008, the youth was again hospitalized for non-organic failure to thrive and a hotline call 

was made. The mother was again indicated for failure to thrive and the Department was granted Temporary 

Custody.  The youth returned to his motherôs care in August 2011 and the department closed the case.  In 

October 2014, the youth was again reported to the Department hotline for weight loss of 11 pounds from 

January 2014 to October 2014. The mother was indicated for failure to thrive. Temporary Custody was 

granted to the Department again and he was placed at a residential nursing home facility.  While living at 

the nursing home, the youthôs mother visited infrequently.  In February 2015, the youth was placed in a 

specialized foster home where he remained for the rest of his life.  The mother ceased contact with her son 

in May 2015 and she was unable to be located. The goal was changed to adoption in May 2017. 

 

 

Child No. 89 DOB: 8/2015 DOD: 1/2018 Natural 

Age at death: 2 years 

Cause of death: Influenza A 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:    Two-year-old toddler found unresponsive in her bed by the motherôs paramour. The mother 

called 911; paramedics arrived on the scene and attempted to resuscitate her, and transported her to the 

hospital where she was pronounced deceased. The Department investigated the mother for death by 

neglect. The mother told the investigator that the toddler had a fever and cough prior to her death.  The 

mother and her paramour were giving the toddler medicine to break her fever. The mother thought she 

had a common cold.  The mother stated that she put the toddler to bed at around 8:30 p.m. At around 10 

p.m. the paramour gave the toddler some medicine since her head was hurting her, and she went back to 

bed.  The paramour was later awoken by a loud noise and looked around; he didnôt find anything, so he 

checked on the children and when he checked on the toddler she was unresponsive. The autopsy 

determined that the toddler had tested positive for influenza. The rest of the family was tested for influenza 

and two of the other children also tested positive. The investigation against the mother was unfounded. 

The mother agreed to intact family services, so the family could receive counseling.   

Prior History :  In October 2017, the hotline was called by the motherôs friend to report that the mother 

told her friend that her paramour hits the two-year-old and once held her head in the couch to stop her 

from crying.  The reporter also noted a history of domestic violence. The Department investigated the 

mother for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to all 

four children.  The investigator met with the eight-year-old at his school and he denied any abuse in the 

home.  The investigator met with the family in their home and observed positive interactions between the 

mother, paramour and the children.  The investigator spoke with the four-year-old child who remembered 

that the paramour did push the toddlerôs face into the couch. The investigator then spoke with the mother 

and her paramour and both confirmed the incident that occurred in another state approximately six to eight 

months ago.  The paramour stated that he recalled from his childhood that when he cried, adults gave him 

a pillow to cry into. He stated he put the cushion to the toddlerôs face but that she could still breathe and 

only for a few seconds. The mother yelled at him and he knew it was wrong. He stated he loved the 

children. The investigation against the mother was unfounded, due to insufficient evidence. The family 

admitted it happened, but denied that the toddler could not breathe. The incident happened months ago 

and there have been no additional incidents. 
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Child No. 90 DOB: 2/2018 DOD: 3/2018 Natural 

Age at death: 6 days old 

Cause of death: Extreme prematurity  

Reason for Review: Open placement case at time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Six-day-old newborn was born prematurely at 25 weeks gestation and died in the NICU. The 

mother tested positive for amphetamines at the infantôs birth. The newborn was reported to have multiple 

medical conditions and hospital medical staff were unable to determine if the newborn was experiencing 

withdrawals, due to his premature status and medical condition.  The investigator went to the hospital and 

observed the newborn in the incubator and noticed his facial features were not fully developed. The 

investigator met with the hospital social worker, who stated that that they were unsure if the baby would 

survive.  The mother had not received any prenatal care. The investigator was notified by the hospital a 

few days later that the newborn had died. The treating physician stated that the cause of death was from 

extreme prematurity, but that the motherôs drug use could have contributed to the early delivery and 

prematurity of the infant.  In April 2018, the investigation against the mother for death by neglect was 

indicated. 
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Prior History : The mother had a long history with the Department, including prior history as a child. She 

was in foster care for most of her childhood. The motherôs first involvement with the Department as a 

parent was in 2003, when she had two unfounded reports against her. In 2004, the mother was indicated 

for inadequate supervision to her four-year-old child. In 2006, the mother was unfounded for substantial 

risk after the mother gave birth, and it was reported that she was not visiting and was drinking daily. The 

mother had no other child protection investigations until 2012, when an investigation was opened against 

the mother for environmental neglect and substantial risk after a hotline call reported that the mother was 

bi-polar and non-compliant with medication, lived in deplorable conditions and did not clean up after their 

dog. This investigation was unfounded on appeal. In March 2014, the mother was investigated for cuts, 

bruises, welts, abrasions and oral injuries to her seven-year-old child, who was non-verbal and Autistic 

with developmental delays. The investigation against the mother was unfounded. In April 2015, the mother 

was investigated for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare to her 

five children; and for cuts, bruises, welts, abrasions and oral injuries to her fifteen-year-old child, when it 

was reported that the fifteen-year-old went to school and disclosed that she had an altercation with her 

mother several days ago and she was physically assaulted.  The teen reports that her mother is an alcoholic 

and often drunk and when she can't get alcohol, she gets violent. The mother had three children that were 

not enrolled in school and one minor requiring a therapeutic school setting.  There was evidence to support 

that the mother posed a risk to the welfare of three of her children by not having them enrolled in school. 

The mother was indicated for substantial risk, but unfounded for cuts welts bruises because there was no 

evidence of cuts bruises or welts when the investigator observed her. In January 2016, the mother was 

investigated for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare to her five 

children; and for cuts, bruises, welts, abrasions and oral injuries to her fifteen-year-old daughter, when it 

was reported that the fifteen-year-old did not feel safe in her home.  She stated that the mother is an 

alcoholic who drinks every day and is physically abusive towards her and her siblings.  The investigation 

was unfounded and eventually expunged. In October 2016, the mother was again investigated for 

substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to her seven 

children for similar allegations. After a formal investigation, the investigation was unfounded and 

eventually expunged. In November 2016, the mother was investigated for substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect to three of her children and cuts, bruises, 

welts, abrasions and oral injuries by neglect to her eight-year-old son.  The motherôs paramour was 

investigated for cuts, bruises, welts, abrasions and oral injuries to the motherôs eight-year-old child; and 

tying/close confinement to the motherôs eleven-year-old child, when it was reported that the paramour 

punched the eight-year-old in the face causing a bruise on the upper right cheek and the paramour locked 

the eleven-year-old child out on the balcony.  The paramour was arrested and pled guilty to child 

endangerment and confirmed the incident.  The investigation against the mother was unfounded and the 

investigation against the paramour was indicated. In January 2017, the mother and paramour were 

investigated for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect 

to her seven children, when it was reported that there was a domestic violence call and the mother had 

stabbed her paramour. This incident occurred in the presence of all the children.  The paramour was 

transported to the hospital for treatment. The mother was in jail at the police station. The mother admitted 

to drinking alcohol earlier in the day. The mother stabbed her paramour seven times. The Department took 

protective custody of all the children. Three of the children were placed with their father. The Department 

was granted temporary custody of the other four children.  Two children were placed with a maternal 

uncle. The paramourôs two children were placed with a paternal aunt. In March 2017, the investigation 

was indicated for substantial risk. The placement case for the four children remains open. 

 

 

Child No. 91 DOB: 4/2007 DOD: 3/2018 Natural 

Age at death: 10 years old 

Cause of death: Lung Disease/Persistent Asthma 

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation at the time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  
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Narrative:      Ten-year-old boy with a history of medical problems including Asthma and Chronic 

Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) died from chronic lung disease/persistent Asthma.   Five days 

prior to this childôs death the father took his son who had a cold and had difficulty breathing, to the 

emergency room. He was released home the same day with instructions to continue monitoring his 

condition, no medications were prescribed. Five days later the father called 911 after observing the childôs 

breathing to be exacerbated. He was transported by ambulance to the hospital where he was pronounced 

dead. The hospital did not contact the Departmentôs State Central Registry after the child died. 

Prior History :  This family first came to the attention of the Department in early February 2018, when 

the hotline received a call from a teacher where the deceased child attended school.  The reporter stated 

that the child often missed school; had hygienic issues and chronic health problems.  The Department 

initiated an investigation for environmental neglect to the child by the mother and father. This investigation 

was pending at the time of the childôs death.  Despite the child protection investigatorôs efforts, she had 

not seen the child or contacted the parents prior to the childôs death. The child protection investigator had 

made numerous good faith attempts in February and March to contact the family in person, by phone and 

through correspondence. In March 2018, she attempted to see the child at school; however, the teacher 

informed the investigator that the child had died earlier in the month. The child protection investigator 

interviewed both parents on the day she learned of the childôs death. Both parents denied that their son 

was ever dirty or neglected in any way. They further reported that the child was born prematurely and only 

weighed one pound; and had multiple surgeries and always had issues with his lung development; he was 

diagnosed with COPD, Asthma and was fed through a g-tube. Both parents admitted that the child missed 

several days of school because they would not send him if he had any congestion. The investigator 

contacted the childôs physician who denied that he had any concerns of abuse or neglect and confirmed 

that he had seen the child prior to his death.  In April 2018, the investigation was unfounded against both 

parents.  The child protection investigator referred the family for grief counseling.  

 

 

Child No. 92 DOB: 7/2017 DOD: 3/2018 Natural 

Age at death: 8 months  

Cause of death: Pulmonary hypertension due to atrioventricular canal defect due to 

bronchopulmonary dysplasia 

Reason for Review: Youth in care   

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:        Eight-month-old medically complex baby died in the hospital. The baby, born at 29 weeks 

gestation with significant congenital heart defects, was admitted to the hospital a month before her death 

and underwent open heart surgery to repair a hole in her heart.  Following the surgery, the baby was in 

critical condition and never left the hospital. The baby suffered from Downôs Syndrome, pulmonary 

hypertension, underdeveloped lungs, poor heart function and vascular complications.  The Department did 

not investigate the death.  
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Prior History :  In July 2015, a hospital social worker contacted the hotline to report that the thirty-four-

year-old mother, who had been diagnosed with schizoaffective disorder, refused to undergo a cesarean 

section to prevent a multitude of possible birth defects or permanent disabilities. Following the vaginal 

birth, the baby had no movement and was unresponsive for the first seven minutes of life; possibly 

representing seizure activity. The baby was intubated and on a ventilator in the neonatal intensive care 

unit. The mother and baby tested positive for cocaine and marijuana. The mother had an older child at 

home. The Department investigated the mother for risk of harm by abuse and neglect, substance misuse 

by neglect and environmental neglect. The investigator met with the doctor who stated that the baby would 

be in the hospital for three to four weeks and they will be observing to determine his level of disability.  

The doctor also stated that the mother had been combative.  The investigator met with the mother and 

asked about her decision not to have a cesarean section to prevent any birth defects; and the mother replied 

that she can do what she wants with her body and she did not want them to cut her stomach.  The 

investigator explained to the mother that hopefully the baby will be able to come home but they needed to 

visit the home to make sure it was okay and an intact case can be opened for substance use services. The 

mother refused to discuss her mental illness. The investigator met with the maternal grandmother who had 

the two-year-old sibling in her care.  The grandmother expressed concern about the motherôs ability to 

handle a new baby especially with disabilities and feels the mother would become overwhelmed trying to 

care for a baby with special needs. At the time of discharge, the investigator worked out a safety plan 

between the mother and maternal grandmother and referred the case for intact family services; however, 

the mother continued to be combative and uncooperative. The investigator and supervisor made the 

decision to take protective custody of the children. The two-year-old was placed with the maternal 

grandmother and the infant was placed in a traditional foster home, as the relatives did not feel they could 

handle the infantôs special needs. The mother was indicated for risk of harm by abuse and neglect, 

substance misuse by neglect and environmental neglect. During the placement case, the mother was 

referred for drug treatment, random urine drops, individual therapy and parenting classes. She tested 

positive for cocaine.  She was arrested and spent time in jail. After leaving jail she spent time in shelters 

rejecting housing assistance. In October 2016, the infant was placed with the maternal grandmother, since 

she had obtained her foster care license.  In January 2017, the mother told the worker she was pregnant. 

The grandparents committed to keeping the children, but stated they wanted guardianship. In June 2017, 

the mother was in a treatment program in jail. In July 2017, the hospital social worker contacted the hotline 

to report that the mother went to the hospital from jail to give birth to her third baby. The mother was 

refusing to talk to hospital staff, was not giving any information and had not named the baby. The 

Department investigated the mother for substantial risk of harm to her newborn. The investigator met with 

the mother who reported that she was living in transitional housing as a condition of her probation. She 

was on house arrest, had electronic monitoring and could only leave the facility to go to the doctor or 

court. In September 2017, the mother returned to jail after violating the terms of her probation.  In 

September 2017, when the baby was ready for discharge, protective custody was taken. During the 

placement case, the infant was placed in a residential medical care facility. In October 2017, the maternal 

grandmother began visiting the infant with his siblings. In January 2018, the baby was placed in a 

specialized foster home. The maternal grandparents had decided to adopt the babyôs siblings. The adoption 

is pending. 

 

 

Child No. 93 DOB: 10/2017 DOD: 3/2018 Natural 

Age at death: 5 months   

Cause of death: Cardiopulmonary arrest due to pulmonary hypertension due to ventricular septal 

defect and premature birth   

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  
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Narrative:    Five-month-old baby died in the hospital where he had been hospitalized since birth. Thirty-

four-year-old mother gave birth to her son prematurely at twenty-nine weeks gestation. The baby was born 

with multiple health complications that included: Down Syndrome, ventricular septal defect, pulmonary 

hypertension and chronic lung disease. The cause of death was due to medical complications as a result of 

his premature birth. The Department did not investigate the death. 

Prior History : In January 2017, the hotline was contacted by a counselor who was seeing two of the three 

siblings of the deceased baby. It was reported that during a counseling session the six-year-old child 

reported that his nine-year-old brother asked him to suck his privates. The Department investigated 

allegations of sexual penetration, inadequate supervision, substantial risk of sexual abuse-sibling of sex 

abuse victim.   The child protection investigator contacted the reporter who stated that as far as she knew 

it happened one time; there is no indication that the children are acting out sexually; and she did not have 

any other concerns other than the one incident. The father stated that the six-year-old told both he and the 

mother that the nine-year-old shoved his head down in his privates, but nothing of a sexual nature 

happened. The father further stated that once he learned of this incident, he addressed the issues with the 

children and put them into counseling. The father said that the boys are kept separated, are supervised, 

doors remain open, and the boys do not bathe together.  A forensic interview took place and the six-year-

old child denied anyone touched him inappropriately or asked him to touch their private parts.  No 

disclosures of sexual abuse were made at the forensic interview.  All evidence suggested that the parents 

took immediate action when they became aware of the incident and got the children into counseling.  In 

March 2017, the investigation was unfounded, since all persons in the household denied that such an 

incident took place.  A week later, a teacher contacted the hotline to report concerns that the five-year-old 

sibling of the other two children who is developmentally delayed was still wearing pull-ups and comes to 

school in dirty pull-ups. The reporter also stated that the child told her when the weather is nice and he 

misses school, he plays outside all day and that his mother isnôt with him when he plays outside. The 

Department investigated the mother and father for inadequate supervision and environmental neglect. The 

mother denied that she intentionally sends the five-year-old to school with a dirty pull up. She reported 

that some days he will refuse to have it changed before he gets on the bus. The investigator also spoke 

with the five-year-old child and he stated that mom or dad goes outside with him and watches him; and 

that mom and dad change his pull up and that he does not want to be changed before he goes to school. 

The investigation was unfounded.  

 

 

Child No. 94 DOB: 12/2017 DOD: 3/2018 Natural 

Age at death: 3 months  

Cause of death: Pulmonary hypoplasia due to multiple congenital anomalies 

Reason for Review: Youth in Care 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records  

Narrative:  Three-month-old infant died in March 2018 at the hospital where she had been 

hospitalized since birth.  Thirty-four-year-old mother gave birth to her daughter prematurely at thirty-five 

weeks gestation, drug exposed.  In addition, the infant was born with several congenital anomalies not 

related to the substance exposure.  The medical examiner determined the cause of death to be pulmonary 

hypoplasia due to multiple congenital anomalies, no autopsy was performed. The Department did not 

investigate the death. 
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Prior History : In May 2017, law enforcement contacted the hotline after the mother was investigated 

and indicated for risk of harm and inadequate supervision to her five-year-old and seven-year-old nephews 

after taking them to a bar and driving with them while intoxicated. In October 2017, it was reported that 

the mother grabbed her sixteen-year-old daughter by her hair and hit her several times during an argument. 

The mother was investigated for substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious health and 

welfare-incident of violence or intimidation to her daughter. During the investigation, the daughter denied 

that her mother hit her or pulled her hair and the report was unfounded. In January 2018, after giving birth 

to the deceased the hospital contacted the hotline to report that mom tested positive for Clonazepam, that 

she was not prescribed.  Reporter further stated that mom had a history of drug use, and had little to no 

prenatal care.  An investigation was opened for substance misuse by neglect to the infant by mother.  The 

mother did not cooperate with the investigation and the Department was granted temporary custody of the 

infant and her nine-year-old sibling and a placement case was opened. The mother was indicated for 

substance misuse by neglect. The case was closed upon the death of the infant and her nine-year-old 

siblingôs case closed in May 2018 after her father was granted guardianship and custody. 

 

 

Child No. 95 DOB: 4/2018 DOD: 4/2018 Natural 

Age at death: 6 days 

Cause of death: Dandy Walker Syndrome  

Reason for Review: Pending child protection investigation at time of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:    Six-day-old newborn died in the hospital after being born at 25 weeks gestation. She was 

diagnosed with severe Dandy Walker Syndrome, a congenital disease; and the back half of her brain hadnôt 

developed. During the pregnancy, the mother tested positive for cocaine, and the umbilical cord results 

from the newborn were positive for cocaine, alcohol and methadone. The newbornôs premature birth and 

death was attributed to Dandy Walker Syndrome, which is not correlated to drug use. The Department 

investigated and indicated the mother for substance misuse and death by neglect, given that the newborn 

tested positive for substances and the motherôs use of substances during pregnancy. The mother was 

unfounded for substantial risk of harm to her older children as their father had full custody of the children 

and only allowed the mother to see them while supervised.  
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Prior History : In December 2015, the hotline received a call to report that the thirty-one-year-old mother 

gave birth to a newborn who tested positive for opiates.  The Department investigated the mother for 

substance misuse by neglect. The mother admitted to the investigator that she used drugs not prescribed 

to her; she tested positive for opiates and cocaine during her pregnancy.  The mother also reported using 

heroin. The investigation against the mother was indicated.  The case was referred for intact family 

services. Both parents participated in services. In April 2016, four months into the intact case the hotline 

received a call to report that the mother had been brought to the hospital after overdosing on heroin at the 

maternal grandmotherôs house, while the children were present. The mother was investigated for 

substantial risk of harm. The father and paternal grandmother took the children home and agreed that the 

mother would not be with the children unsupervised; however, the mother had reached the point of being 

unsupervised after participating in treatment and testing clean. She took the children to her motherôs home 

and then went out and used cocaine and oxycodone. The mother admitted to using heroin and oxycodone.  

As part of the open intact case the mother was participating in intensive outpatient services with weekly 

drug screens. The investigation against the mother was indicated. The case closed out in January 2017; 

the mother had successfully completed intensive outpatient treatment and aftercare. In September 2017, 

the hotline received a call to report that the mother and maternal aunt overdosed on heroin while the 

motherôs one-year-old son was present in the home. Upon the arrival of EMS, the mother received 

medicine to revive her. The mother and aunt declined services and did not go to the hospital.  The mother 

reported the child was visiting the mother at the maternal grandmotherôs home, when the mother turned 

pale and blood started coming from her nose. An aunt called 911 and started CPR. She then called the 

father to come and pick-up the one-year-old. The mother said that day was the first time she had used 

since March. The father obtained an order of protection against the mother and filed to get full custody of 

the boys.  The intact case was opened from October 2017 through April 2018; the mother entered 

methadone treatment. The children remained with the father.  The worker noted that the father had 

completed parenting classes. In October 2017, the mother agreed to the father having residential custody 

and she would have supervised visits; The mother visited on occasion, visiting less after January 2018. 

The case was closed at the six-month mark as the children and father were doing well. In April 2018, the 

hotline received a call to report that the two-year-old was outside the house alone and unattended without 

any adult supervision. Th grandmother and neighbors around the home stated the father was with the child 

outside. The investigation for inadequate supervision against the father was unfounded. 

 

 

Child No. 96 DOB: 5/2018 DOD: 5/2018 Natural 

Age at death: 1 day 

Cause of death: Tension pneumothorax due to extreme prematurity  

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:  Thirty-six-year-old mother gave birth to twins, a boy and a girl, at 24 weeks gestation. The 

twins were immediately transferred to a childrenôs hospital and the following day the girl died from 

complications from prematurity. The Department did not investigate the death.  



 

117 
CHILD DEATH REPORT 

Prior History :  The mother had three prior unfounded child protection investigations; two of which 

(December 2013 and March 2014) have been expunged.  In October 2017, it was reported to the hotline 

that the motherôs fifteen-year-old son told a school counselor that his mother would not allow him into the 

home and he had to sleep outside.  He and his mother had been arguing and she told him to leave. The 

teen left for a couple of days and stayed with his aunt, who was reported to be supportive.  The Department 

investigated the mother for inadequate supervision. The investigator spoke with the teen who stated that 

he had been staying at his auntôs house, but due to the lack of room he went back to his motherôs house, 

but his mother did not answer, so he spent the night outside. He had a key and could have gone in the 

house or he could have stayed at his auntôs home.  The investigator spoke with the mother who explained 

that the teen had left home and went to stay with his aunt when she tried to impose discipline.  She further 

stated that she never told her teen son to leave and she did not hear her son knock on the door when he 

came back home, since the air conditioner was running in her room in the back of the home. The 

investigator did observe a window air conditioner. The mother stated that the teen had some behavioral 

issues and the investigator confirmed that the police had been involved for a Minor Requiring 

Authoritative Intervention calls. The investigator spoke with the aunt who confirmed that the teen had 

been at her home and said that the mother was struggling with the teenôs behavior problems.  The 

investigation was unfounded at the initial stage. There has been no further involvement with the 

Department.  

 

 

Child No. 97 DOB: 10/2003 DOD: 6/2018 Natural 

Age at death: 14 years  

Cause of death: Chronic respiratory failure due to sepsis due to Seckel syndrome  

Reason for Review: Indicated child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Fourteen-year-old medically complex girl was hospitalized for approximately five months 

leading up to her death.  The teen was diagnosed with seizures at three-months of age; she had multiple 

chronic diseases and deformities, including, dwarfism and long-standing Seckel syndrome with 

quadriplegia and artificial nutrition via tube feedings. She had microcephaly and Psycho syndrome (slow 

growth of bones). The teen was non-verbal and unable to care for herself.  The cause of death was 

determined to be respiratory failure due to sepsis, due to Seckel syndrome. The Department did not 

investigate the death. 

Prior History :  The family has an extensive history with the Department.  The first time the family came 

to the attention of the Department was in 2004, after Norman Funds were requested through a child welfare 

specialist referral. In August 2011, the hotline received a call to report that the family was living in 

deplorable conditions with a severely disabled eight-year-old child (the deceased). The Department 

investigated the mother, father and grandmother for environmental neglect, which was indicated; and for 

substantial risk of physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect, which was 

unfounded and eventually expunged.  In January 2015, the hotline received a call to report that the 

motherôs paramour slapped their eight-month-old baby in the face. The paramour admitted that he did 

ñpopò the baby in the mouth when she spits so she would stop.  The investigation for substantial risk of 

physical injury/environment injurious to health and welfare to the baby was indicated and the investigation 

for inadequate supervision was unfounded. The family was referred for intact family services. In May 

2015, the mother, her paramour and their baby moved out of state; and the disabled child was left in the 

care of her maternal grandmother, the grandmotherôs paramour, and her father. The motherôs disabled 

daughter was assessed safe in the care of her father and grandmother. The intact case was closed. After 

the intact case closed there were six unfounded investigations from May 2015 through March 2018 for 

inadequate supervision, environmental neglect, medical neglect, substantial risk of physical 

injury/environment injurious to health and welfare by neglect. These investigations were ultimately 

expunged.  The girl continued to live with her father and grandmother until she was admitted to the hospital 

in early 2018 for failing health. She remained in the hospital until her death. The grandmother, with whom 

she lived, was indicated for environmental neglect in early 2018. 
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Child No. 98 DOB: 4/2018 DOD: 6/2018 Natural 

Age at death: 2 ½ months 

Cause of death: Sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) 

Reason for Review: Unfounded child protection investigation within a year of childôs death 

Action Taken: Investigatory review of records 

Narrative:   Two-and-a-half-month-old found in her bassinet unresponsive by her father. He contacted 

911, and the baby was transported to the hospital where she was pronounced deceased. The Department 

investigated the mother and father for death by neglect. The father stated that he fed the baby and laid her 

in the bassinet, with two blankets, one under the baby and one that covered her.  The father went to check 

on the baby twenty minutes later and noticed she had vomit around her mouth. He contacted 911, cleaned 

the vomit out of her mouth and started CPR.  Paramedics arrived on the scene and transported the baby 

via ambulance to the hospital where she was pronounced deceased.  The autopsy attributed the death to 

sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS).  The investigation remains unfounded pending approval.  

Prior History : The father had a long history with the Department as a child and an adult. The father and 

his ex-wife had five unfounded investigations between 2014 and 2015. The deceasedôs motherôs first 

contact with the Department was in August 2014, when she was investigated for substantial risk to the 

deceasedôs sibling, which was unfounded and expunged. In 2016, the father and his ex-wife, were going 

through a divorce, and the ex-wife was indicated for substantial risk to her children after showing up to 

the police station stating someone took her child out of state. She was acting erratically and the police did 

not know if the mother was on drugs or had mental health issues. The Department was granted temporary 

custody of the children, and the one child she had with the father was returned home to live with the father 

in August 2017.  In October 2017, the hotline received a call from the fatherôs ex-wife to report that their 

three-year-old daughter was being physically abused by her father and there was domestic violence in the 

home between the father and his wife. She also reported that they had gotten into an argument and the 

father punched her in the face.  The investigator spoke with the ex-wifeôs caseworker, who had no concerns 

about the child in the fatherôs care. The worker stated that the ex-wife did not tell her about the incident 

until she missed a visit and was complaining. She stated that the ex-wife had told her that she would rather 

the child come back into the care of the Department than stay with her father. The father told the 

investigator that he had recently obtained an order of protection against his ex-wife, and the judge had 

advised that one more visit between his ex-wife and the child could occur before the no contact order. The 

ex-wife had brought her paramour with her to the visit. When the father realized the visit wasnôt going 

well, the adults went outside. The father reported that his ex-wife told her paramour to hit her and then 

say the father was the one who hit her. The police were called and the father was arrested. The father stated 

some of his neighbors saw the incident and could vouch for him. He denied that he ever hit his ex-wife. 

The father stated that his ex-wife told her caseworker that she only went to the fatherôs house to cause 

trouble and get the child removed from his care; which the ex-wifeôs caseworker confirmed. The wife 

(mother of the deceased child) confirmed the fatherôs version of events and denied any domestic violence 

in the home between her and the father.  The investigator noted that the wife was pregnant and due in 

April 2018. The investigator observed the children, who appeared healthy and safe. The investigator 

returned to speak with the children and both children reported feeling safe in their home and denied any 

maltreatment. The investigator also discussed safe sleeping practices with the parents for when the new 

baby arrives in April 2018.  The ex-wife could not be located during this investigation to be interviewed. 

In November 2017, the investigation was unfounded.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

NINETEEN -YEAR DEATH RETROSPECTIVE  

 

 

FISCAL 

YEAR 
2000-12 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 TOTAL AVERAGES 

CASE 

STATUS 
# % # % # % # % # % # % # % # % 00-18 % 

Youth in Care 335 24.1% 15 16.1% 19 19.2% 24 25.0% 17 17.0% 20 18.5% 16 16.3% 446 23% 24 23% 

Unfounded 

DCP 
276 19.9% 19 20.4% 28 28.3% 30 31.3% 23 23.0% 33 30.6% 37 37.8% 446 23% 23 22% 

Pending DCP 159 11.5% 12 12.9% 16 16.2% 14 14.6% 26 26.0% 22 20.4% 12 12.2% 261 13% 14 13% 

Indicated DCP 100 7.2% 10 10.8% 6 6.1% 5 5.2% 8 8.0% 8 7.4% 15 15.3% 152 8% 8 8% 

Child of 

Youth in Care 
53 3.8% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 1.0% 2 2.0% 1 0.9% 1 1.0% 58 3% 3 3% 

Open Intact 214 15.4% 7 7.5% 10 10.1% 3 3.1% 9 9.0% 15 13.9% 8 8.2% 266 13% 14 13% 

Closed Intact 54 3.9% 8 8.6% 2 2.0% 9 9.4% 7 7.0% 6 5.6% 3 3.1% 89 4% 5 4% 

Open 

Placement/ 

Split Custody 

78 5.6% 10 10.8% 13 13.1% 6 6.3% 3 3.0% 2 1.9% 3 3.1% 115 6% 6 6% 

Closed 

Placement/ 

Return Home 

20 1.4% 4 4.3% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 1 1.0% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 25 1% 1 1% 

Others 99 7.1% 8 8.6% 5 5.1% 4 4.2% 4 4.0% 1 0.9% 3 3.1% 124 6% 7 6% 

TOTAL  1388 100% 93 100% 99 100% 96 100% 100 100% 108 100% 98 100% 1,982 100% 105 100% 
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FISCAL YEAR 00-12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Totals 

Total Deaths 1388 93 99 96 100 108 98 1982 

Youth in Care 335 15 19 24 17 20 16 446 

Natural 186 6 8 10 5 6 5 226 

Accident 48 2 4 3 2 3 4 66 

Homicide 69 3 4 9 7 6 4 102 

Suicide 16 1 1 1 2 3 0 24 

Undetermined 16 3 2 1 1 2 3 28 

Unfounded Investigation 276 19 28 30 23 33 37 446 

Natural 98 3 5 5 8 8 12 139 

Accident 92 7 9 12 8 13 11 152 

Homicide 47 3 6 4 4 6 4 74 

Suicide 10 0 1 2 2 1 0 16 

Undetermined 29 6 7 7 1 5 10 65 

Pending Investigation 159 12 16 14 26 22 12 261 

Natural 52 2 5 3 8 7 2 79 

Accident 45 3 2 4 3 8 4 69 

Homicide 33 3 1 3 3 1 4 48 

Suicide 3 0 0 0 2 0 0 5 

Undetermined 26 4 8 4 10 6 2 60 

Indicated Investigation 100 10 6 5 8 8 15 152 

Natural 39 1 0 1 3 3 4 51 

Accident 34 6 1 1 3 3 2 50 

Homicide 13 1 1 1 1 1 4 22 

Suicide 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 3 

Undetermined 13 1 4 2 0 1 5 26 

Child of a Youth in Care 53 0 0 1 2 1 1 58 

Natural 23 0 0 0 0 1 0 24 

Accident 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 

Homicide 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 

Suicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Undetermined 10 0 0 1 2 0 1 14 

Open Intact 214 7 10 3 9 15 8 266 

Natural 103 1 4 0 2 5 0 115 

Accident 52 4 3 1 2 4 5 71 

Homicide 28 0 2 1 1 2 1 35 

Suicide 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 

Undetermined 29 2 1 0 4 4 2 42 
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FISCAL YEAR 00-12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Totals 

Closed Intact 54 8 2 9 7 6 3 89 

Natural 19 1 1 3 1 2 1 28 

Accident 19 3 0 1 2 1 1 27 

Homicide 10 2 1 2 1 2 0 18 

Suicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Undetermined 6 2 0 3 3 1 1 16 

Open Placement/Split 
Custody 

78 10 13 6 3 2 3 115 

Natural 47 5 10 4 1 2 2 71 

Accident 12 3 1 1 0 0 0 17 

Homicide 8 1 2 0 0 0 1 12 

Suicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Undetermined 11 1 0 1 2 0 0 15 

Closed Placement 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 12 

Natural 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 

Accident 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Homicide 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

Suicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Undetermined 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Adopted 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 

Former Youth in Care 14 2 4 2 1 0 0 23 

Return Home 18 4 0 0 1 0 0 23 

Interstate compact 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

Preventive services 34 1 0 0 0 1 1 37 

Subsidized Guardianship 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Child of former Youth in 
Care 

4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 

Extended family support 11 0 0 2 1 0 0 14 

Child Welfare Referral 17 5 1 0 2 0 2 27 
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PART III:  GENERAL INVESTIGATIONS  

GENERAL INVESTIGATION 1 

 

In the wake of the death of a toddler whose family had been the subject of 11 child protection 

investigations in the two years prior to her death, a news agency reported that some 

Department employees disclosed that child protection supervisors in the Field Office offered an incentive 

program that encouraged investigators to close cases early. Following the toddlerôs death, the Department 

published a 22 page report about the Departmentôs interactions with the family.  Subsequently, a commissioned 

external entity was asked to review the Departmentôs actions in the case and make recommendations. Neither 

the Departmentôs Report or the external entityôs report identified the closing incentive issue or other 

organizational problems that may have contributed to the errors made by the field. 

 

The Field Office is within the DCFS Northern Region. Fully staffed, the Field Office 

had five child protection teams with 27 child protection investigators and one 

supervisor per team. At the time that the toddlerôs family was involved with the Department, the entire Northern 

Region of DCFS, including the Field Office, was understaffed (at times as low as 66% understaffed), resulting 

in excessive investigative caseloads. Office caseloads were particularly high in the second half of calendar year 

2016. Regional administrators were notifying upper level DCFS management weekly of the ongoing staffing 

crisis.  

 

In December 2016, the Area Administrator of the Field Office offered a one-time award of a $100 gift card to 

whichever investigator could close the most cases in January 2017.  

 

There were, in fact, various types of incentive programs for early closure of cases throughout the State at that 

time. One county had instituted the Blue Star Program, which tracked and congratulated investigators for 

closures. In 2016, the Central Region challenged investigators to close 12 investigations per month. Those 

investigators who completed 12 investigations were incentivized with food parties or public acknowledgment. 

One team supervisor rewarded investigators for closing cases by temporarily removing them from assignment 

rotation (penalizing those who did not close enough cases with even higher caseloads). In the Southern Region, 

three different supervisors provided gift cards for closure. 

 

Caseload Requirements 

In 1991, the Department entered into a federal consent decree, known as the BH Consent Decree. The purpose 

of the BH Consent Decree was ñto assure that DCFS provides children with at least minimally adequate care,ò 

including the need to ensure that ñchildren shall be free from foreseeable and preventable physical harm.ò To 

implement these standards, the Consent Decree provides that investigators should not receive more than 153 

investigations per year (just under an average of 13 cases per month). 

 

Child Protection investigations vary widely in the amount of work needed, but all investigations include record 

retrieval, record reviews, scene investigation, multiple interviews, documentation, notification of findings, 

scheduling, travel, meeting with the Assistant Stateôs Attorney, when necessary, to screen a case into court or 

seek a protective order attending court, if necessary, and providing testimony. A full-time investigator with an 

investigative caseload of 12 would have roughly 9 hours to complete all tasks on a given investigation. 

 

Management of caseloads required watching for population shifts, vacancies and increases in accepted hotline 

reports for investigations in each area of the State, as well as planning for expected attrition and bureaucratic 

hiring delays.  

 

DISCUSSION 

ISSUE 
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By the beginning of July 2016, the Department had over 1000 investigations in excess of the number that could 

be assigned at a ratio of 1:10.  

 

Other Management Initiatives 

Regionally, some areas were worse than others. In February 2015, the local Field Office had 3 vacancies and 

Northern Region, as a whole, had 9 vacancies. By August 2015, the Field Office had 11 vacancies and the 

Northern Region had 29. By April 2016, the number of vacancies in the Northern Region had jumped to 50. 

 

The OIG investigation disclosed that a large contributing factor to the caseload problem was that the prior 

Director had several management initiatives that seemed to take priority over caseload distribution work.  

 

The OIG investigation identified the following management initiatives under the prior Director that were 

competing with caseload management work: 

                           

¶ The Child Welfare Summit ï A multiple day program intended to bring together Department staff, 

private agency staff, attorneys and judges to discuss current problems in child welfare. Notably, none 

of the topics included the growing investigative caseload problem or the difficulties in hiring skilled 

investigators in certain regions. 

 

¶ Predictive Analytics ï The Department was pursuing the use of data analytics in providing child welfare 

services to families. The initiative provided several million dollars to an out-of-state for-profit data 

analytics firm that used a proprietary algorithm to identify cases most likely to result in death or serious 

injury. The result was that the entity notified case managers in 25-50% of cases analyzed that there was 

over a 90% probability of death or serious injury in the next 2 years. In addition to the contracts, several 

new department staff were added to assist with the data analytic process. 

  

The contract has been discontinued.  The contractor never shared with the Department what their work 

had disclosed in terms of systemic or organizational issues.  

 

¶ Immersion Sites ï Four areas in the state were identified for providing more intensive services and to 

pilot practice improvement. This initiative is still in force.  

 

¶ Success Academy ï The prior Director, in conjunction with the External Entity, developed a leadership 

training program that was based on business models piloted by for-profit businesses. The Academy 

challenged future leaders to examine problems in the field. The ideal of providing incentives for closing 

investigation was offered during Academy training. The Administrator who had provided the closure 

incentives was engaged in Success Academy. There is no indication that anyone in existing 

management or training applied critical thinking to assess the potential for harm of such a program in 

the atmosphere of unmanageable caseloads. 

 

The OIG investigation found that prior management did not assess the true cost of high investigative caseloads 

to our families. High caseloads result in high staff turnover and can force investigators to take dangerous 

shortcuts.   

 

The OIG investigation also found that the monthly report that the Department was using to analyze caseloads 

did not provide a realistic picture of the problem because it included investigators who were on leave or 

otherwise unavailable to take cases. In addition, new staff would not be considered until a running average 

caseload for the last year showed continuing need. This prevented DCFS management from reacting to a spike 

in new reports until several months after the problem arose.  
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In addition, the Department did not have a centralized system for addressing caseload problems, so managers 

with high caseloads developed an informal system in which they would call around the state to other areas and 

request staff be detailed to their office. One manager estimated that 80% of her time was spent managing 

caseloads.  

 

It is predictable that when a large structural problem goes unaddressed, efforts to tackle the symptom (cases not 

closed timely) will not help and frequently, will harm. That is what happened when management encouraged 

incentives for closure rather than addressing the caseload problem.  

 

Soon after the new Director began, she implemented a new program, Deferred Action Investigators, which 

permits the Department to hire investigators in anticipation of vacancies and the caseload numbers began to 

come down.  

 

1. Work with local community colleges to develop curriculum 

for a Certification Program that incorporates Core Training to 

create a pipeline of new hires in areas that have trouble hiring 

sufficient staff. 

 

The Department does not agree.  The Department is already addressing this issue by doing the following: 1) 

Working with schools of social work and recruiting out of these schools. 2) Establishing a pipeline of new hires 

and using interns who become certified. 3) Negotiating with the union on several options in hot spot areas such 

as Rockford, Waukegan and Freeport. 4.) Expanding the degree requirements to include special education. 

 

2. A new column should be added to the Caseload and Vacancy Report to identify a 3-month running 

average, in addition to the 12 month running average of Intake, so that the Department can be more 

responsive to trending increases.  

 
The Department is already using a new report from Budget to more accurately reflect current caseloads. 

Operations convenes a monthly call with OES, Budget and Legal and each region to get a full understanding of 

what is happening on the ground level. The divisions now track workers in training, on vacation and on medical 

leave on a weekly basis to understand the real operating needs of the region. 

 
3. Management should develop a temporary workforce (75-day contractors) in major urban areas to 

address predictable seasonal shifts in intake.  

 

The Department actively attempts to fill 75-day appointment positions but has found that there is very little 

interest in direct service work in areas where we have a need.  We will continue to hire where we have interested, 

viable candidates. 

 

4. The Department should explore an agreement with American Federation of State, County and 

Municipal Employees (AFSCME) to commit new hires to stay in the Office they were hired into for a 

minimum of 2 years, absent exigent circumstances. 

 

The Department is currently in negotiations with the union on various proposals which cannot be discussed 

until and unless agreements are reached. 

 

5. Management must have a database that makes it easy to track office caseloads in real time, to permit 

a more efficient system of moving/detailing staff between offices for emergencies. 

 

The report which Budget and Finance issues monitors caseloads in real time.   

OIG RECOMMENDATIONS /  

DEPARTMENT RESPONSES 



126 
GENERAL INVESTIGATIONS 

GENERAL INVESTIGATION 2 

 

The Office of Inspector General received a complaint alleging that the Departmentôs 

Chief Information Officer was unqualified for the job and had falsified credentials. 

 

 

The Departmentôs Chief Information Officer (CIO) is responsible for developing the 

Departmentôs data and information systems and maintaining data security. While not 

required for the position, a Project Management Professional (PMP) Certification is a widely respected 

credential for high-level management careers. The certification requires extensive and verified management 

experience as part of the application process and a passing grade on a four hour test. The CIO had listed PMP 

Certification on his cover letter, resume and his posted Management Biography and he had claimed to have 

PMP Certification during his job interview. The OIG learned from the Project Management Institute (PMI) that 

the CIO had never been certified.  

 

The CIOôs resume also claimed a Certificate in Executive Management from a particular University. When the 

University was contacted, University officials stated that they did not offer such a certificate and did not have 

any record of the CIO attending their institution.  When the OIG asked the CIO for a copy of the Certificate, he 

stated that he had placed it in a storage unit and his belongings had been sold for failure to pay storage fees.  

 

Much of the job experience claimed in his State Job Application concerned work he allegedly performed for a 

company that he owned, and could not be verified. The CIO failed to disclose that he worked for another state 

agency from which he was discharged during his probationary period for poor work performance, falsification 

of department documents and discourteous behavior.  

 

The interview process for the $115,000/year position was conducted by the prior Director of the Department 

and two contractors, whose contract the CIO would be overseeing. A Department Manager reviewed his 

application and checked references, but the Manager failed to note obvious discrepancies in the submitted 

materials and failed to verify the information that was submitted.  

 

The OIG noted that in a submission to the federal court concerning compliance with the BH Consent Decree, 

the Department had represented that a new CIO had been hired, who was certified by PMI. 

 

 

 

1.  The Chief Information Officer  should be discharged with a 

ñDo Not Rehireò notation in his personnel file. 

 

The CIO was discharged from the Department. 

 

2.  The Department should ensure that contractors are not directly involved in the hiring process of 

anyone who may be providing contract oversight in the future. 

 

The Department agrees.  The Director and her senior staff shall ensure this will be monitored and not reoccur. 

 

3.  The Department Manager should review this report and be counseled concerning her failure to 

critically review the application materials and verify the information provided.  The Manager should 

also be counseled on creating a conflict of interest by involving consultants in the hiring of the manager 

who would be monitoring their contract. 

 

ALLEGATION  
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The Department agrees.  The report was shared with the Department Manager and she received a counseling 

session. 

 

4. For high level management hires, the Department must verify prior employment and critical 

credentials, even if not required by the job description, to ensure that trustworthy individuals are hired.   

 

The Department agrees with this recommendation and routinely verifies employment history and credentials 

for all employees, especially when such credentials are requested for certain positions.   In this case, the CIO 

falsified information on his application, so the Department was unable to verify his previous State 

employment.  Since this case, the Office of Employee Services has put in place a system that will flag someone 

who has had previous State employment and who may not have acknowledged it on their application.  

 

OIG Comment: In this case, the Department did not verify the prior non-state employment on the CIOôs 

application.  In addition to the application, the CIO submitted a form reporting previous employment at the 

State agency, so had someone reviewed the submissions with the application, they would have noted many 

discrepancies.  While ensuring that other state employment is identified, it is not sufficient since it would not 

have identified the prior work history information that was also untrue. The only thing that will address the 

problem is if a particular entity, whether it is the interviewer or the personnel office, had the responsibility 

to critically examine all documents and verify information provided.  
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GENERAL INVESTIGATION 3 

 

A substance abuse assessment intake worker engaged in a sexual relationship with a 

mother for whom he had completed a court ordered substance abuse evaluation. 

 

 

A mother whose two children, ages three months and six years, were taken in to the 

Departmentôs custody for allegations of abuse, was ordered by the Juvenile Court to 

complete a substance abuse assessment.  She was referred to the agency designated to perform substance abuse 

assessments for that court, and a substance abuse evaluator was assigned and completed the assessment. 

 

The childrenôs relative foster parent told the Integrated Assessment Clinical Screener that the mother said she 

went out on a date with someone who evaluated her for Court. The mother told Inspector General investigators 

that shortly after her court ordered substance abuse assessment, the substance abuse evaluator invited her to 

accompany him to a motel on a Friday afternoon and she accepted. She reported they were there for three hours 

and engaged in sexual intercourse.   

 

IG investigators corroborated the motherôs story with the motel records.  Those records revealed the name, 

address, make of car, license number, and credit card receipt of the substance abuse evaluator. The documented 

date of this transaction was the same date on which the mother said she was at the motel with the substance 

abuse evaluator. 

 

 

1.  The substance abuse evaluator should be disciplined up to and 

including discharge in accordance with agency personnel 

policies. 

 

The Inspector General shared a redacted report with the private agency. The employee was discharged. 

 

2.  This report should be shared with the Illinois Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Professional 

Certification Association, Inc. 

 

The Inspector General shared the report with the Illinois Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Professional 

Certification Association, Inc.  
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GENERAL INVESTIGATION 4 

 

The Inspector General received a complaint alleging that a former private agency 

employee who in 2014 was indicated as a perpetrator of sexual penetration and sexual 

molestation of a 16 year-old youth-in-care and may have been criminally convicted for his actions, still held an 

active Child Welfare Employee License issued by the Department. 

 

 

In 2018, Inspector General investigators verified that the former employee still held 

an active Child Welfare Employee License issued by the Department and confirmed 

that the Licensee first came to the attention of the Department in 2014 when the hotline received a report that 

the Licensee, then employed as a counselor at a private agency, had been arrested and criminally charged for 

having a sexual relationship with a sixteen-year-old youth residing at the agency where the Licensee was 

employed. The Department investigated and indicated the Licensee on allegations of sexual penetration and 

sexual molestation. Two months later, the Licensee was convicted of felony criminal sexual assault by an 

individual holding a position of trust, authority, or supervision over a victim aged 13-17 and sentenced to seven 

years in the Illinois Department of Corrections. The IG investigators further confirmed that the Licensee is 

incarcerated in an IDOC facility, has a projected discharge date of January 2020, and is registered as a child sex 

offender-sexual predator on the Illinois Sex Offender Registry.  

 

 

The Office of the Inspector General filed administrative charges seeking 

revocation of the former employeeôs Child Welfare Employee L icense.  

The license was revoked. 
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GENERAL INVESTIGATION 5 

 

A Department employee gave an ñunnamed personò confidential information from a 

child protection hotline report, and that ñunnamed personò gave this information to the 

alleged perpetrator of the resulting child protection investigation.  

 

 

During the child protection investigation, the child protection investigator (ñCPIò) 

interviewed the alleged perpetrator. The alleged perpetrator notified the CPI that he 

had received a screen shot of the child protection hotline narrative, including the reporterôs name and 

occupation, and provided it to the CPI. The alleged perpetrator stated that he received this printout from 

someone who wanted to remain anonymous (ñunnamed personò). The alleged perpetrated also told the CPI the 

first name of the Department employee who had provided the screenshot to the ñunnamed person.ò  

   

The same day, the CPI reported the confidentiality breach to her supervisor and provided the screen shot the 

alleged perpetrator gave to her. Inspector General investigators confirmed the identity of the Department 

employee stating that she was the only one in the area with that first name who had access to that investigation 

in the State Automated Child Welfare Information System (SACWIS). At the request of the Area Administrator, 

the supervisor took a picture of the Department employee at her work station for comparison of her screen saver 

to the strip of screen saver that was evident in the screen shot. The background screens at the bottom of the two 

screens in both pictures appeared to be the same. The supervisor further confirmed that there were no other 

computers in the office with that screen saver on their monitor screen.  

 

IG investigators subpoenaed and analyzed personal phone records from the Department employee and the 

alleged perpetrator.  The IG investigators found one phone number in common between the two records and 

were able to identify the ñunnamed person.ò  

 

In an interview with the IG investigator, the ñunnamed personò, now identified, confirmed that he provided the 

screen shot to the alleged perpetrator and further stated that he knew the Department employee and her husband.   

 

In an interview with an IG investigator, the Department employee denied sharing confidential information with 

anyone outside the Department.  When asked about her relationship with this person the Department employee 

initially said she knew him casually. She guessed that she spoke to him twice a month on average. She said she 

had not seen him socially for almost two years. The Department employeeôs phone records showed daily calls 

and text messages with this ñunnamed personò including a phone conversation the night before the IG 

investigator interviewed the ñunnamed person.ò The Department employee said it was likely her husband who 

had been talking to him, as he often uses her phone when she is home.  The phone records confirmed that most 

of the calls and text messages were made after work.  

 

In addition to the above, the IG investigators reviewed this Department employeeôs e-mails and found that she 

had a substantial amount of personal emails sent to both her mother and a friend who works at another state 

agency. Of grave concern, the employee had used the state email system to share confidential report information 

with her mother.  

 

Subsequent to the allegations, the Department put the Department employee on administrative leave pending 

the outcome of the IG investigation. 
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1.  The Department employee should be disciplined up to and 

including discharge for violating the Department Confidentiality 

Policy and personal use of the state email system. 

 

The Department agrees.  The Department employee was discharged from the Department, and through a 

grievance settlement, the discharge was reversed to a resignation with no reinstatement to DCFS. 

 

2.  The Department should ensure that there are adequate supports available to the Department employee 

during the disciplinary process. For more information, the designated supports should contact the Office 

of the Inspector General prior to any disciplinary meeting with the Department employee.  

 

The Department agrees.   
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